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City Council Approves Kent Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Baseline Report
The Kent Sustainability Commission’s ad hoc committee on greenhouse gas emissions in the
city completed its initial assessment and documented the findings in a 36-page report.
Baseline data in the report will be used by city officials to develop a plan for decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions, curb climate change, and support the goals of the Paris Accords,
an international treaty on climate change adopted in 2015. Community Development Director
Bridget Susel and Assistant to the City ManagerPatti Long made a brief presentation on the
report at council’s December 1 meeting last year. At its meeting on December 15, council
reviewed and approved the final draft of the report.
According to the report, Kent’s carbon footprint looks as follows:

Susel said she plans to submit a budget request to the city in February. The money will be
used to hire a part-time consultant to help the city develop a sustainability plan. Meanwhile,
the Sustainability Commission and the ad hoc committee will be meeting jointly for the next
few months as they assess the city’s vulnerabilities and assets and develop infografics to help
the community understand the requirements the city as a participant in the International
Council of Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), which Kent joined for support and guidance
to ensure that the planning is done properly and in a manner that is comparable with other
worldwide entities.
—Lorraine McCarty

Going Electric with Outdoors . . . Until No Mow May
One of KEC’s spring initiatives is to promote No Mow May (an initiative of

Bee City USA) throughout our region. The idea is to simply not mow your
lawn during the month of May. There are many benefits to not mowing,
which I will not try to fully explore here, but here is an example: Not
mowing will increase the presence of pollinators and wildflowers in your
yard and save you money on fuel and/or electricity. To learn more about
the No Mow May movement, which is growing in popularity in North
America, click here .

But what about the rest of the growing season? Why not wild your yard and plant species
that beautify and don’t require mowing? If you’re ready to consider that alternative, you can
start here . Also, look for the KEC booth at Kent’s River Day Festival this year. Stop by for a
packet of pollinator seeds (for free!) to get started.
The broader context of this piece, however, is for those
people who are still committed to mowing all or part of
their property and may want to consider a safer and
more environmentally friendly approach. Electric tools
of every stripe have become increasing popular over
the last 30 years, and with good reason. Almost every
imaginable piece of lawn and garden equipment is now
available powered by batteries. Most are reasonably
priced and carry endorsements by independent
reviewers such as Consumer Reports.
First, let’s consider the biggest advantage to using
electric tools rather than gas-powered tools is health—your health and the health of your
community. Gas-powered lawn mowers, for example, typically use a four-cycle engine, which
is notoriously dirty compared with their electric counterparts. The typical gas-driven lawn
mower emits more pollution in the form of carbon particulates in one hour than driving a car
300 miles.
Other yard-maintenance tools are even worse. Among
them, leaf blowers top the list. Gas powered leaf
blowers, like most other smaller yard tools, are powered
by a two-cycle engine. This engine type, which is built
to be lighter in weight, is fueled by a gas-and-oil mixture
that is so polluting that operating one of these noisy
monsters is the equivalent of driving a 6,200 pound,
2011 Ford F-150 SVT Raptor. One hour of operation
emits the same toxins as driving a Toyota Camry 1,100
miles. And there are currently 650 million gas-powered
outdoor tools in use according to Freedonia, a market research group. Every one of these
tools contributes to climate change.
In some areas of the country, the use of these polluting tools
is being outlawed—particularly in California, where Gov.
Gavin Newsom signed a new law that will make the use of
gas-powered lawn equipment illegal. In that state, residents’
lawn equipment produces more pollution than their cars do.
The noise difference is significant as well. Gas mowers
measure in the range of 80 decibels to 100 decibels or more,
which is close to the sound of a jet at takeoff. Electric lawn
mowers emit sounds closer to 75 decibels, comparable to a
washing machine or a loud conversation.
Many towns and cities across the country are voluntarily
replacing their old gas-powered equipment with electric equivalents to improve the air in their
neighborhoods. The free market, too, is often turning to all electric equipment as it is
becoming comparably priced and often less expensive to maintain. Some landscapers have
found the use of electric equipment to be beneficial from a cost standpoint and have learned
from customers that they appreciate the absence of gas fumes and the ear-pounding noise.

If you are concerned about the cost of replacing your
existing mower or other lawn equipment, consider teaming
up with neighbors and sharing the tools you need. If you’re
currently paying for lawn care and your provider is not
interested in replacing his gas-powered equipment, think
about buying your own gear and asking your contractor to
use it when working on your property.
Putting all of this into perspective, as a concerned
homeowner and perhaps one concerned about the health of the planet, you have choices.
The first is to think about converting as much of your lawn as possible into a pollinator
garden or, better yet, a vegetable garden, which has the advantage of providing you with
free healthy food.
The next best environmentally and fiscally sound option is to
replace your current equipment with battery-powered tools
that are nearly maintenance free, safer to operate, lighter,
and easier to move and maneuver. Power is no longer an
issue with these tools, either, as many are offered in 40-volt
and even 80-volt models. Other big advantages of electric
tools include the ease with which they start—no pulling on
starter ropes, just flip a switch—and avoiding the mess,
storage, and spill-risk of dealing with gas and oil.
Once you have committed to that earth-friendly decision, do your
research, and find equipment that is well reviewed by reputable
sources or neighbors. Remember also that it is generally wise to
settle on a single manufacturer of battery-powered lawn-care
gear, which will enable you to share batteries and chargers. If
your lawn is large enough to warrant the purchase of a second
battery to avoid interruption while working, consider making that
purchase at the same time, as stores may offer incentives for
buying more pieces as a kit or combo.
If you’re feeling really motivated, physically capable, and
want “do the right thing,” try the time-tested tools: a rake
and a reel lawn mower.
—Brad Brotje

COVID: Are We Reaching Herd Immunity?
Here’s a thought I’d like to share with you. The more I hear
about the Omicron variant and its subvariants, such as BA.1,
the more I like what I hear. Recent studies have reported
that while BA.1 is more infectious than previous variants
(such as the Delta variant), BA.1 is less virulent. In other
words, if you encounter the BA.1 variant, you’re more likely
to be infected with COVID but also more likely to have a
milder case compared with infection from a previous COVID
variants.
That’s good news. The Omicron variant is the type of variant
that virologists expect to evolve as herd immunity is
approached. Herd immunity is that point when the prevalence of new infections is the same
as would occur if everyone were immune, even though some are not. To put a number on it,
it is generally believed that five new infections per 100,000 people is characteristic of the
infection rate in a population that has achieved herd immunity. In a population that is

immune to a given viral infection, an infected person with a sufficiently mild infection can
walk around and live in the community, though the virus will be on the lookout for a
susceptible person to infect. A few aerosols breathed in, and poof! The vulnerable person
becomes infected because the virus is so highly infectious.
Is it reasonable to suppose that the population in
northeast Ohio is reaching herd immunity? Yes, and
here’s why. With the infectious and virulent Delta,
variant it was estimated that herd immunity would be
achieved when 85% of the population was immune.
Because the Omicron variant is more infectious than the
Delta variant and for the sake of this discussion, let’s
assume that herd immunity would be achieved when
90% of the population is immune. How close are the
populations in Cuyahoga County and Portage County to that goal?
In Cuyahoga County, 63% of the population 12 years and older have been immunized
through vaccination, and 20% of the population (primarily the unvaccinated) has been
diagnosed as having COVID and thus have some level of immunity. Further, let’s assume that
10% of the 80% of people who have not been diagnosed as having COVID are immune
because they had such a mild case of COVID that it did not warrant a visit to their doctor’s
office or a hospital emergency department and thus the case went undetected and
unreported. The data below are from The New York Times website on January 30:
Cuyahoga County
Vaccinated immunity: 63%
COVID case immunity: 20%
Unreported immunity: 8%
EQUALS: 91% immunity

Portage County
Vaccinated immunity: 56%
COVID case immunity: 20%
Unreported immunity: 8%
EQUALS: 84% immunity

What should be expected to happen as a population
approaches herd immunity? Short answer: The average
daily rate of diagnosed infections should decrease
dramatically—that is, faster than linearly and approaching
a logarithmic decline. Here’s why, but it’s a long answer.
Modeling the rate of infection in a complex population is
difficult at best, so we start by making some simplified
assumptions and then model what is known about the
disease. Let’s assume that the population of Cuyahoga
County is uniform and that the likelihood of spreading the
disease is equally likely throughout the county. The rate of infection is built on a Second
Order Rate Equation:
Rate = some constant x (A) x (B)
Where A is the fraction of those shedding virus
and B is the fraction of those susceptible to infection
As the population reaches herd immunity, both A and B are in decline, where the rate of
decline accelerates, leading not to a linear decline but to a decline that is steeper.
That is exactly what is seen in the most recent data from Cuyahoga County and is consistent
with the supposition that the population there is approaching herd immunity. Similar results
are beginning to show for Portage County.
CAVEAT! If the populations in these two counties are
approaching herd immunity, it is because of the actions
that have been taken and need to be continued. This is
especially true for the elderly and the
immunocompromised, who are most vulnerable to having
a serious, life-threatening case of COVID. Wearing masks
in public settings where many are gathered closely
together (e.g., grocery stores, entertainment venues)

remains important because it decreases the likelihood of
viral transmission. Even more important, the populations in
both counties have been immunized by vaccination and by
a booster shot to increase the degree of immunity. It is no
coincidence that Northeast Ohio is the region of the state
where new cases are most in decline and where the
greatest percentage of vaccinated individuals live.
HINT: If you have not been vaccinated, please reconsider
your reticence to getting the shot—even if you must do it
on the sly. Being fully vaccinated, wearing masks in
crowded public places and following social distancing
recommendations are actions to take not only for your
health and safety but also for the health and safety of
those around you. Diligently following these mitigation
measures also means that we will shorten the time until
the population reaches herd immunity, and everyone can
safely return to “normal.”
—Bob Heath

'Frontiers of Science: A World of Waste' Comic Strip from
the 1970s a Prescient Scientific Forecast
While doing research in the Record-Courier archives at Kent State University, I found the
following “comic strips on the problems of waste disposal in the September 14, 15, 16, 17,
and 18, 1970, issues. Scientists knew then that our convenience would only come with a cost
for us to bear later. And here we are awash in plastic and other waste. What will be dealing
with in another 50 years? Or will we solve these problems?
“A World of Waste” was part of the “Frontiers of Science” that was developed in Australia at
the University of Sydney in 1961 with the intention of communicating and popularizing
science. Produced and distributed by Press Feature Service, the series was co-written and
produced by Professor Stuart Butler from the School of Physics and journalist and film-maker
Bob Raymond. During the early days of the series the artwork was by Andrea Bresciani but
continued later by David Emersen. The strip soon became available throughout the United
States and Canada and then internationally, with publication in more than 600 newspapers.
Production of the “Frontiers of Science” series ended when Butler died in 1982 after a total of
939 weekly episodes. For more about the series and the creators, click here .
The September 14-18, 1970, series published in the Record-Courier is shown below.

Now, back to the present day. The United Nations will decide this month whether to begin
developing a global plastics treaty, which sounds like a good idea to me. The Trump
administration was against the treaty, and the Biden administration has not yet taken a
position. Greenpeace is campaigning for the treaty urging the U.S. State Department to ratify
the global initiative to ban the dumping of plastic waste on developing countries. The ban
went into effect in January. For more information about the treaty, click here .
—Lorraine McCarty

E.O. Wilson: A Remembrance
Edward Osborne Wilson, best known as E.O. Wilson, was
the 20th century’s “successor to Darwin,” which was how
he wanted to be remembered. His seminal work (1975),
Sociobiology: The New Synthesis, presented a new way of
looking at social behavior—specifically, that much of it is
genetically inherited. To him, the significance of
genetically inherited behavior was a natural extension of
thoughts regarding “nature (i.e., genetic) vs. nurture (i.e.,
environment).” As with many ideas that challenge the
conventional wisdom of society, Wilson’s thoughts and
theories about the inheritance of social behavior upset
those who felt that society can be altered by fiat of law
and custom. Much as Darwin had been attacked for his thoughts on the origin of species,
Wilson was verbally attacked by many of his scientific colleagues and physically attacked by
the Progressive Labor Party for his thoughts on the inheritance and evolution of social
behavior.
If Sociobiology “put him on the map,” then his future writings showed that his mind surveyed
a much broader terrain than the evolution of behavior. An entomologist by training and a
lifelong, enthusiastic interest in insects, Wilson wrote the encyclopedic The Ants and On
Human Behavior, receiving a Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction for each. All told, his many
books ranged from The Diversity of Life to Consilience: The Unity of Knowledge to Letters to
a Young Scientist. The awards Wilson received recognized his large impact on society. The
Royal Swedish Academy awarded Wilson the Crafoord Prize for international excellence in
areas not covered by the Nobel Prize. He was designated a Humanist Laureate by the
International Academy of Humanism and was a Fellow of the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry.
Wilson retired in 1996 from Harvard University as Pellegrino University Research Professor
Emeritus.
Known as Ed Wilson to his friends and acquaintances, he was the consummate Southern
gentleman. Congenially polite and welcoming of thoughtful discussion, he seemed at ease
with everyone. When Wilson visited Kent State University in 1995, I had the honor of being
his host. I asked him what he would most like to see; he replied that he wanted to see the
places where the students were shot in 1970. On seeing that I was somewhat taken aback by
that request, Wilson responded, “Bob, you need to understand that that event was the ‘Battle
of Gettysburg of the Twentieth Century’.” Then later, as we were chatting over a cup of
coffee at Susan’s Coffee and Tea (which closed on March 28, 2009), I came to my senses
and realized, “I’m sitting here with a man who has won two Pulitzer Prizes, and I’m not
asking him anything about writing.” So, I asked him how he does it. At first, he thought it
was a casual comment and then realized I was asking about his writing habits. What he gave
me then has lasted since: “Every morning I write for two—no, three hours. Even on those
mornings I don’t want to—no, especially on those mornings I don’t want to, because that’s
sometimes when I get my best stuff.”
Want to know more? Click here and here .
—Bob Heath

6 Positive Environmental Highlights
It’ not all doom and gloom in the world of environmentalism. Check out these positive actions
that give a glimmer of hope for the future.
California Is Electrifying E-Commerce
In a landmark settlement by Earthjustice and
local advocates, the developer of one of the
world’s largest mega-warehouses has agreed

to invest up to $47 million in community
benefits, including millions to electrify its
operations and curb emissions. The
developer agreed to invest in solar panels
and heavy-duty electric trucks and forklifts
for use at the warehouse and provide electric
vehicle grants to surrounding communities.
(Source: Earthjustice, Winter 2021)

Climate Action on the Rise in Illinois
Landmark legislation made Illinois the first
Midwest state to require carbon-free energy
by 2045. The state is a national leader in
equitable clean-energy policy, requiring that
fossil fuel plants in low-income and
marginalized communities be the first to shut
down and that workers in renewable energy
be protected by stringent labor and equity
requirements. The Illinois legislature put
people first—not fossil fuel lobbyists.
(Sources: NRDC—Winter 2022;
Earthjustice—Winter 2021)

New Solar Shingle Can Get Nailed Right onto
Your Roof
GAF Energy, a spinoff from the world’s
largest roofing company, has developed
solar shingles that are half the cost of the
Tesla solar tiles, which were difficult to
install. Their Timberline Solar line builds solar
cells right into the shingle and goes up like
any other shingle—it’s waterproof, fireproof
and can be walked on like any other shingle.
Yet they let enough light through so the
solar cells can generate energy. The price is
similar to rack-mounted solar panels. About
5 million roofs are replaced each year, and if
only 10% of them choose solar, it will eclipse
the current industry, greatly increasing solar
installations. (Source: The FAST Company,
January 3, 2022)

Photo source: https://www.gaf.energy/timberline-solar/

The Climate Solution That’s Out
of This World

Photo source: https://www.methanesat.org/about/

Environmental Defense Fund is going into
outer space with a satellite to find and fix
methane leeks, which could slow global
warming by 30%. MethaneSAT is under
construction and will launch in late 2022. It
will scan the globe to pinpoint large emission
sources and produce regional maps from

smaller sources that are invisible to current
technology. The satellite will calculate
emissions in nearly real time and will make
the data public so that emitters can be held
accountable. The EDF’s goal is to cut
methane pollution from the oil and gas
industry by 45% by 2025 (the equivalent of
shutting down one third of the world’s coalfired power plants) and by 75% by 2030.
(Source: EDF , Summer 2021)

Residents Win in Newark
In a big win for residents fighting for safe
drinking water, a major court settlement
ensures that Newark, New Jersey, will
remove all remaining identifiable lead service
lines. (Source: NRDC, Winter 2022)

Teen Eco-Warrior Cleans Up Her City

Photo source: https://www.gemsjc.com/OurStories/Sagarika---Founder-of-Kids-4a-BetterWorld#:~:text=Sagarika%20Sriram%2C%20an%20enter
prising%20and,and%20sustainability%20among%20the
%20young.

Sagarika Sriram, a teen from Dubai (a
country definitely being impacted by rising
temperatures), created a website, Kids for A
Better World, as part of a coding class. The
website has been an inspiration for youth
climate activists and is a part of the growing
online activism of youth. Sriram believes that
“change can be created on large levels, even
with small actions.” She has organized local
beach cleanups and posted information on
her website designed to teach kids ages 8 to
16 about climate change and what they can
do in their own homes and communities to
reverse it (such as grow food or plant trees
at home or collect recyclables and avoid
using plastic bags). Her goal is to expand
globally and create an “international team of
eco-warriors.” Sriram has been praised by
the U.N. Environment Programme for her
ability to inspire girls in her country and in
West Africa. (Source: Time, January
31/February 2, 2022)

—Compiled by Lorraine McCarty

Environment Watch
Well, the strong jobs report in February is a good sign of a
strong economy. But in Congress, the failure of the Senate to
pass Build Back Better has left me feeling very sad, when I
think how much it would have done for the climate crisis and
for the people in our country. It seems that if the Democrats
are going to achieve any more of their agenda, it will have to

be one piece at a time. Meanwhile, the Biden Administration
continues to unwind dozens of Trump’s energy and
environmental policies while forging his own.
Here is what The Washington Post's tracking website says
that President Joe Biden has accomplished:
Biden has . . .
Added 35 policies
Proposed 32 policies
Overturned 76 and targeted 93 Trump administration policies (for a combined total
that represents three-fourths of Trump’s deregulatory actions)
Not yet targeted are 59 other Trump administration policies
Click here to for the details. Summaries of the policies Biden added, proposed and overturned
are given here.

Policies Added between Dec. 2021 and Feb. 14, 2022 . . .
Funding Breakthrough Climate Technology and Demonstration Projects
The Energy Department established the Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations to support up
to $20 billion in projects with funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.
Consulting on the Impact of New Pesticides’ Active Ingredients on Endangered Species
Biden officials announced that before the government registers any new active ingredient in a
pesticide, it will evaluate the impact of the ingredient on species covered under the
Endangered Species Act and the habitat of those species. Administration officials also said the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service will be consulted as
appropriate.
Imposing Seasonal Gear Closures to Project Right Whales in the Gulf of Maine
The National Marine Fisheries Service finalized a rule restricting lobster fishing with buoy lines
in the Gulf of Maine between October and May to protect endangered North Atlantic right
whales. A group of lobstermen sued and won an injunction, but the First Circuit Court of
Appeals reinstated the seasonal closure.
Making the Federal Government Carbon Neutral by 2050
Biden signed an executive order calling for the federal government to run on all clean power
by 2030, switch to zero-emission cars and light trucks by 2035, and make federal buildings
carbon neutral by 2045.

Actions Proposed between Nov. 26, 2021, and Feb. 14, 2022 . . .
Protecting Critical Habitat for Tiehm’s Buckwheat
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed protecting 910 acres of critical habitat for Tiehm’s
buckwheat, a rare Nevada wildflower that is threatened by a proposed lithium mine known as
the Thacker Pass lithium project in Humboldt County, Nevada. The Center for Biological
Diversity successfully sued the agency and, as part of a May 17, 2021, legal settlement, the
Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed listing the wildflower as an endangered species.
Plugging Abandoned Oil and Gas Wells and Restoring Mining Areas
Biden proposed spending $16 billion on plugging abandoned oil and gas wells and restoring
lands that had been damaged by mining. The Interior Department issued guidance on Jan. 5,
2022, on how states can apply for the funds.
Enacting Protections for the Sacramento Mountains Checkerspot Butterfly

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed listing the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot
butterfly, which is found only in the higher-elevation mountains around the village of
Cloudcroft in New Mexico’s Lincoln National Forest. The Center for Biological Diversity had
filed three legal petitions over the course of two decades in an effort to get the butterfly
listed.
Modernizing Building Performance Standards by Earth Day 2024
Biden announced the creation of a coalition of 33 state and local governments that will work
with the Energy Department and labor unions to cut emissions from homes and commercial
buildings. The goal is for each participant to produce new regulations and legislation on
building energy performance standards by April 2024.
Banning Oil and Gas Development around Chaco Canyon for 20 Years
Biden proposed banning oil and gas leasing within a 10-mile radius of New Mexico’s Chaco
Canyon for 20 years.
Replacing Lead and Copper Drinking Water Pipes
Biden officials announced plans to create new standards to replace millions of underground
lead water service lines, while providing $15 billion to help finance the effort.
Limiting Utilities’ Efforts to Recover Trade Groups’ Fees from Ratepayers
The federal Energy Regulatory Commission is taking comment on whether it should restrict
power companies’ ability to force customers to finance the work of utility trade groups that
advocate on behalf of fossil fuels, including the Edison Electric Institute and the American Gas
Association.
Raising Royalty and Bonding Rates for the Federal Oil and Gas Program
The Biden administration released a report calling for higher royalty and bonding rates for
drilling oil and gas on federal lands and in federal waters.

Trump Administration Environmental Policies Overturned by the Biden
Administration between Dec. 26, 2021, and Feb. 14, 2022 . . .
Renewing Twin Metals Minnesota Mine leases
Biden officials canceled Twin Metals Minnesota’s mining leases near the state’s Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, reversing a Trump-era decision.
Weakening Dishwasher Energy Standards
The Biden administration revoked a rule that weakened energy-efficiency standards for
dishwashers.
Changing Hazardous Air Pollutant Listing
The Environmental Protection Agency added 1-bromopropane (1-BP), a solvent linked to
neurological damage, to the list of regulated hazardous air pollutants. This is the first time in
more than 30 years that a chemical has been added to the list. The EPA is planning to
propose a “regulatory infrastructure” for adding the chemical to the hazardous pollutant list
this year and to finalize that rule by early 2023, according to EPA spokesman Nick Conger.
Public health advocates hope the move opens the door for adding more chemicals to the list.
Weakening Furnace and Water Heater Efficiency
The Biden administration proposed reversing Trump’s move to withdraw efficiency standards
for residential furnaces, commercial water heaters and gas appliances.

Other Environmental Actions of Note at the Federal Level . . .

Biden issues Infrastructure ‘Road Map’
The bipartisan infrastructure bill, which passed on Nov. 15, 2021, includes 375 different
programs, of which 125 are new, and goes beyond roads and bridges to items such initiatives
as broadband internet, replacement of water pipes, and resilience against climate change.
The administration quickly assembled a 465-page guidebook to level the playing field so that
smaller cities, tribal leaders, nonprofits, and faith-based groups can compete with states and
other large entities and their lobbyists—and all will have the details on how to qualify for
funding, no matter their size or politics. Copies are available online. Not all the money will go
out immediately because programs generally operate on a five- to seven-year cycle.
EPA restores Obama’s Mercury-Emission Rule
The Environmental Protection Agency will resume enforcement of a 2012 rule that limits
power plant emissions of mercury and other hazardous pollutants. This action reverses the
loosening of the rule under the Trump administration. The rule was responsible for
decreasing the neurological damage in children exposed to mercury, preventing thousands of
premature deaths and reducing the risk of heart attacks and cancer. Other health benefits
also were realized.
EPA: New Mail Delivery Fleet Needs More Electric Vehicles
The Environmental Protection Agency issued a sharply worded memo to the Postal Service,
saying that its plan to make only 10% of its next generation 230,000 vehicle fleet electric
“underestimates greenhouse gas emissions, fails to consider more environmentally protective
feasible alternatives, and inadequately considers impacts on communities with environmental
justice concerns.” The EPA called for a new environmental review to consider reducing its
carbon footprint in a way that is more consistent with Biden’s commitment to move with all
speed to reduce emissions. The EPA also called for the Postal Service to hold a public hearing
on the fleet modernization plan. The fleet update plan to replace aging vehicles will be the
largest federal procurement in the foreseeable future, and the fleet likely will remain in
service for decades. According to Brenda Mallory, chair of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality, as an independent agency, the Postal Service is subject to the
National Environmental Policy Act and could face legal recourse from Congress or the courts if
a decision the service make is not on sound legal footing. The Build Back Better bill, which is
stalled in Congress because of opposition from Republicans and from Democratic Sen. Joe
Manchin of West Virginia, would pay for 100% of the cost for electrification of the Postal
Service’s vehicle fleet and potentially save 135 million gallons of fuel per year. The Postal
Service designed its new vehicles to be greener, safer, and more comfortable than the 30year-old models it uses today, and it reconfigured the new vehicles to fit the increasing
demand for package delivery. For the first part of a 10-year plan, the Postal Service awarded
a $482 million contract to Oshkosh Defense to assemble 50,000 to 165,000 vehicles. The
Postal Service claims that it would cost an additional $3.3 billion to cover its current plan to
totally electrify its fleet.
Rules on Lead in Water Rewritten
As the Biden Administration moves to help communities replace aging lead pipes with its first
installment of $2.9 billion from the bipartisan infrastructure bill, the Environmental Protection
Agency is moving to tighten rules for allowable levels of lead in drinking water. According to
EPA administrator Michael Regan, the science on lead is settled, and there is no safe level of
exposure. The new EPA requirements, which are expected to be finalized by 2024, call for the
replacement of any remaining lead drinking water pipes “as quickly as feasible” and may
include new testing requirements for drinking water systems.
$1B Released to Clean Up Toxic Waste Sites
This money, the first installment from the infrastructure bill, is intended to clean up 50 toxic
waste sites around the United States, including the 24 Superfund sites that have languished
for years because of a lack of funding. The Environmental Protection Agency is especially
concerned about the 60% of these waste sites located in low-income minority communities.
EPA Administrator Michael Regan said that “no community should have to live in the shadow
of contaminated waste sites.”

Federal Judge Throws Out Oil Lease Sale
A federal court rejected a plan to lease millions of acres in the Gulf of Mexico, saying that the
Biden administration did not adequacy consider the effect that the sale would have on planetwarming gas emissions, thereby violating a bedrock environmental law (i.e., the 1970
National Environmental Policy Act). This decision will send the issue back to the Interior
Department to reassess the matter. The Biden administration was compelled to put the
leases out for bid by a Louisiana court ruling. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland has
recommended an overhaul of the oil and gas leasing program to limit areas where leases are
allowed and to raise costs. Environmentalists are pushing for an end to the leasing on federal
waters altogether, as Biden has promised, and hopes the court order gives Biden an
opportunity to follow through on that promise.
Sources: The Washington Post Scorecard Tracking President Joe Biden’s Environmental
Actions, February 6, 2022; Record-Courier, February 1, 2022; Akron Beacon Journal,
December 17, 2021; Akron Beacon Journal, January 29, 2022; Akron Beacon Journal,
February 2, 2022; Akron Beacon Journal, February 5, 2022; AP, December 17, 2021)
—Lorraine McCarty

Environment in the News
North Dakota Tribes Awarded Missouri River Mineral Rights
Akron Beacon Journal - February 6, 2022

The Department of the Interior posted a 68-page memorandum saying
that the North Dakota tribes do have the mineral rights under the
original Missouri River riverbed. The original riverbed is now
submerged below a dam in Lake Sakakawea. Bob Anderson, interior
solicitor in the Biden administration, said the decision was based on a
historical and legal review and “underscores the department’s
commitment to uphold its trust and treaty obligation in accordance with the law.” This
decision coincides with one made by the Obama administration but is contrary to the opinion
given during the Trump administration, which favored the state as the legal owner of the
land. At stake is $100 million in unpaid royalties and future payments from oil drilling beneath
the original riverbed.
Earth's Core Is Rapidly Cooling, Researchers Say
USA Today - January 19, 2022

The interior of the earth is cooling faster than previously estimated, according to a recent
study published in the journal Earth and Planetary Science Letters. The study focused on
“how quickly the core might cool by studying bridgmanite, a heat conducting mineral
commonly found at the boundary between the Earth’s core and mantle,” which is where the
planet’s internal heat interaction exists. The study found a higher heat flow coming from the
core into the mantle, dissipating the overall heat and cooling much faster than initially
thought. This finding could give scientists a new perspective on the Earth’s dynamics.
First Global Coral Reef Maps Completed
ASU Thrive - Winter 2022

An Arizona State University team from the Center for Global Discovery and Conservation
Science used Earth-mapping technology to map the coral reefs. The team works to identify
areas essential for biodiversity and climate resilience and provide an estimate of the total
amount of land area requiring protection. The aim is to address biodiversity loss and climate
change.
Portage County to Buy Easements for Mogadore Dam Removal
Record-Courier - January 23, 2022

After talking about it since 2018, the Portage County Commissioners are taking steps to put

in an offer on six parcels owned by five property owners, hoping they can reach a meeting of
the minds. Doing so would enable the county to proceed with removal of the dam without
using eminent domain. One owner is the city of Akron. The West Hill Pond Dam is located
just north of Mogadore in eastern Summit County near the Portage County border. In 2016, a
Columbus engineering firm determined that major structural repair would be needed to
increase the dam’s holding capacity. If the repairs are not made, engineers said at the time,
the dam would need to be removed to allow for the free flow of water. The county is looking
for grants for restoration of the stream bed, which would be the largest share of the project
cost.
Refuge Aims to Reconnect Wetlands to Great Lakes
Akron Beacon Journal - January 16, 2022

As part of the H2Ohio Initiative, the Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge has partnered with the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the Ottawa County Soil and Water Conservation
District to allow 580 acres of wetlands in the western Lake Erie basin to act as “natural
kidneys” and reduce the harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie by diverting agricultural runoff
from a lake level drainage ditch through an aluminum water-control structure. According to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, this project will restore the natural hydrologic cycle of
wester Lake Erie and control the volume and depth within the wetlands, thus reducing the
nutrients from agriculture flowing into the lake. The project also will improve wastewater
infrastructure, prevent lead contamination and increase submerged vegetation, which
provides habitat for northern pike, a popular game fish for many anglers.
Governors Take on Climate Change
Record-Courier - January 16, 2022

Many state budgets are flush with cash, and their governors—both Republican and
Democratic—are looking at slowing climate change and guarding against its consequences,
be that floods, wildfires, or dirty air. They view this as a good use of taxpayers’ funds. Some
governors identify the climate crisis in their goals, while others merely talk about protecting
their states from natural disasters and droughts, without linking their actions to global
warming.
Closing Michigan Oil Pipeline Could Hurt Ohio
Akron Beacon Journal - December 12, 2021

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer ordered the Enbridge 5 pipeline to close a year ago, and the
matter has been tied up in court since then. Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted
have urged President Joe Biden to keep the line open because, they say, any disruption in its
flow will damage Ohio’s industry supply chains, eliminate thousands of good-paying jobs, and
increase fuel costs for transportation, home heating, and production of other products.
Environmentalists, tribal leaders, tourism-related businesses and other critics cite numerous
spills that have a history of environmental damage and threats to drinking water where the
pipeline runs under the Straits of Mackinac in pipes laid in 1953. Two thirds of the jobs lost,
the two Ohio leaders say, would be in Ohio.
—Summarized by Lorraine McCarty

KEC Membership: Join Today!
We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent
Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you are
already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of
renewal by mail the month before the expiration date for
your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income
for KEC.
Basic memberships help us maintain communication among
our members for many of our activities. Sustaining,
Organizational and Lifetime memberships enhance our ability to implement our education and
advocacy responsibilities and to have a grant program to encourage innovative environmental

projects.
Membership levels are Student: $5; Golden Buckeye: $15; First-Year Member Special: $25;
Individual: $35; Household: $50; Sustaining : $100; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $500
To join or renew, send your name, address, phone number, email address and check made
payable to Kent Environmental Council, P.O. Box 395, Kent, OH 44240.
To join or renew online with PayPal, click here .

KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) status.

Informal Breakfast and Discussion Every Friday
Join us for an informal breakfast discussion every Friday at 8 a.m. You have
two options. A few members have continued to meet at Little City Grill, but
most of us having been meeting via Zoom. To access the Zoom session, click
here . Use the password KEC1970. The password is case sensitive. But note:
There will be an in-person meeting only on the first Friday of the month until
the board decides otherwise. The rest of the meetings will be on Zoom or in-person.
KEC Board: Renee Ruchotzke, Chair; Bob Heath, Vice Chair; Brad Brotje , Secretary; Bob Wilson, Treasurer;
Jeff Ingram; Audrey Cielinski Kessler; Chris Mallin; Lorraine McCarty ; Fred Skok ; Ann Ward

Kent Environmental Council
Website: kentenvironment.org

Connect with us



