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The	%tle	No	Final	Victories	(the	1975	memoir	by	Larry	O'Brien,	a	John	F.	Kennedy	aide)	reminds	us	of	a	truth	
that	the	environmental	movement	perhaps	failed	to	no%ce.	When	KEC	was	
founded	in	January	1970,	the	%me	was	right	to	join	a	wave	of	ac%vism	emerging	
from	the	first	Earth	Day.	In	short	order,	much	was	accomplished	na%onally	with	the	
clean	air	and	clean	water	legisla%on	and	the	crea%on	of	the	Environmental	
Protec%on	Agency.	KEC	led	locally	in	arousing	public	awareness	of	the	importance	
of	environmental	quality	to	our	health	and	sanity.	Among	its	many	
accomplishments,	recycling	grew	as	a	way	of	reducing	the	burden	of	landfilling	our	
waste,	and	Kent	was	a	model	for	the	rest	of	the	state	and	indeed	legisla%on	
establishing	statewide	recycling.	The	Cuyahoga	River	was	recognized	as	an	asset	 
to	the	community	instead	of	a	trash	dump	and	became	the	focus	of	an	expanded	park	
and	trail	system.	

Over	the	subsequent	decades,	our	sense	of	urgency	seems	to	have	waned,	and	the	gains	of	the	1970s	have	
been	slowly	and	subtly	eroded	through	the	poli%cal	influence	of	interests	that	sought	to	regain	and	expand	
their	economic	advantages	that	depend	on	externalizing	costs	onto	the	environment.	That	trend	has	
accelerated	and	made	far	worse	over	the	past	several	years.	Regula%ons	have	been	steadily	eroded;	climate	
change	has	been	at	best	ignored	and	at	worst	deliberately	exacerbated;	and	environmentalists	along	with	
science	and	scien%sts	in	general	have	been	steadily	demonized.	Economic	and	racial	Inequality	con%nue	with	
associated	environmental	injus%ce,	a	problem	too	long	ignored.	

We	can	never	reclaim	the	%me	lost	over	the	past	several	years	in	confron%ng	climate	change,	but	the	
protec%ons	that	we	worked	so	hard	to	achieve	can	be	restored.	It	will	take	a	long	%me	and	a	great	deal	of	effort	
as	well	as	governments	that	will	establish	necessary	priori%es.	It	is	unfortunate	that	poli%cs	is	repugnant	to	
many	folks,	but	it	is	the	way	we	accomplish	things	in	a	democracy--messy	and	some%mes	ugly	though	it	be.	It	is	
essen%al	that	we	pay	a[en%on	to	the	posi%ons	and	records	of	candidates	for	public	office	at	all	levels.	There	
are	many	issues	compe%ng	for	a[en%on	this	elec%on	year.	Those	of	us	who	are	commi[ed	to	the	environment	
must	make	sure	that	the	posi%ons	of	candidates	at	all	levels	are	made	known	and	deserve	our	support.	That	
there	will	be	"no	final	victories"	means	that	we	cannot	rest	and	expect	what	we	have	fixed	will	stay	fixed	
without	careful	tending.	

--Walt	Adams	
Wallingford,	Pennsylvania	
August	2020	

Environmental	Jus8ce	Series	
Part	1:	The	Other	Side	of	the	Tracks--What	Is	Environmental	Racism?	

When	you	go	from	the	wealthiest	neighborhoods	in	New	York	City	to	the	poorest	and	blackest	neighborhoods,	
you'll	no%ce	that	there	is	more	and	more	trash	on	the	streets	and	sidewalks.	Reasons	oaen	given	for	this	
phenomenon	is	that	the	poor	don't	value	their	home.	But	in	a	recent	ar%cle	in	The	Atlan2c,	Mychal	Denzel	
Smith	points	out	that	the	rich	neighborhoods	have	public	trash	cans	on	every	street	corner,	where	there	are	
fewer	trash	cans	as	you	move	toward	predominantly	Black	neighborhoods.		

Walt	Adams

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/09/police-reform-is-not-enough/614176/


In	spite	of	a	state	law	prohibi%ng	the	prac%ce,	the	Los	Angeles	Unified	School	District	con%nued	to	add	schools	
close	to	freeways	during	the	past	decade.	Research	has	shown	that	ultrafine	par%cles	from	vehicle	exhaust	is	
hard	to	filter,	causing	higher	incidents	of	asthma	and	bronchi%s	among	students	a[ending	these	schools.	The	
Los	Angeles	Unified	School	District	is	10%	white.	

In	2014,	decisions	in	Flint	were	being	made	by	governor-appointed	emergency	managers.	
One	of	the	decisions	was	to	stop	buying	treated	Lake	Huron	water	from	Detroit,	and	to	
instead	get	its	water	from	the	contaminated	Flint	River.	To	save	money,	they	did	not	treat	
the	water	with	corrosion	inhibitors,	which	led	to	the	release	of	lead	from	old	pipes.	There	
were	immediate	problems	with	complaints	of	contaminated	water	coming	out	of	the	taps	
of	homes	and	businesses.	With	weeks,	General	Motors	was	allowed	to	switch	back	to	water	
from	Detroit,	because	the	highly	chlorinated	water	was	causing	corrosion	of	car	parts	on	
the	assembly	line.	The	ci%zens	of	Flint,	which	is	54%	Black,	waited	20	months	for	the	state	
government	to	admit	that	it	made	a	mistake,	in	spite	of	reports	of	lead	poisoning	in	40%	of	
homes	and	an	outbreak	of	Legionnaire's	disease.	

In	19th	century	trea%es	between	the	U.S.	government	and	the	Sioux,	the	Sioux	people--as	a	sovereign	na%on--
were	given	"undisturbed	use	and	occupa%on"	of	certain	tracts	of	land	in	perpetuity	including	the	sacred	lands	

of	the	Black	Hills.	When	gold	was	discovered	in	the	Black	Hills	in	the	
1870s,	trespassing	prospectors	asked	for	government	protec%on,	
eventually	ending	in	the	massacre	of	women,	elders	and	children	at	
Wounded	Knee.	In	1927,	white	men	dynamited	the	face	and	carved	the	
faces	of	the	European	colonizers	whose	policies	killed	Na%ve	Americans	
and	appropriated	their	land--a	further	insult	to	the	Sioux's	sacred	
rela%onship	to	the	Black	Hills.	In	2016,	the	pipeline	company	Energy	
Transfer	Partners	planned	pipeline	was	deemed	too	dangerous	to	build	
near	Bismark,	North	Dakota,	lest	a	spill	compromise	the	municipal	
water	system.	The	alternate	loca%on	supported	by	the	company	went	

through	Sioux	sacred	burial	grounds	and	10	miles	upstream	from	the	reserva%on's	water	supply.	#NoDAPL	(No	
Dakota	Access	Pipeline)	protests	were	met	with	violence	from	local	police	and	the	U.S.	government,	at	first	
with	a[ack	dogs,	pepper	spray,	and	strip	searches	of	women	protesters,	then--in	subfreezing	temperatures--
with	water	cannons,	teargas,	less-lethal	bullets	and	concussion	grenades,	injuring	hundreds.		

The	term	environmental	racism	was	coined	by	Black	civil	rights	leader	Benjamin	Chavis	and	defined	as	"racial	
discrimina%on	in	the	deliberated	targe%ng	of	ethnic	and	minority	communi%es	for	exposure	to	toxic	and	
hazardous	waste	sites	and	facili%es,	coupled	with	the	systema%c	exclusion	of	minori%es	in	environmental	policy	
making,	enforcement,	and	remedia%on."	His	landmark	na%onal	study	Toxic	Waste	and	Race	in	the	United	States	
of	America,	sta%s%cally	revealed	the	correla%on	between	race	and	the	loca%on	of	toxic	waste.		

Black,	indigenous	and	people	of	color	(BIPOC)	communi%es	have	long	felt	the	impact	of	economic	and	
environmental	policies	that	have	favored	profit	over	people	and	planet.	Decisions	and	ac%ons	by	the	
government	over	land	and	property	rights	favor	wealthy	and	white	owners	over	BIPOC	owners	even	when	
violence	has	been	involved.	In	this	%me	of	#BlackLivesMa[er	and	other	uprisings,	this	is	also	a	%me	to	learn	
more	about	how	racism	impacts	environmental	decisions.	

Next:	What	Is	Decoloniza%on?	

--The	Rev.	Renee	Ruchotzke	
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Crea8ng	a	Homegrown	Na8onal	Park--in	Your	Own	Yard	

Do	you	wish	you	could	live	in	a	na%onal	park	un%l	the	pandemic	is	over?	Maybe	even	
longer?	Why	not	grow	your	own--right	in	your	own	yard?	That's	what	Doug	Tallamy	
suggests	we	all	do	in	his	recent	book,	Nature's	Best	Hope:	A	New	Approach	to	
Conserva2on	that	Starts	in	Your	Yard.	Not	only	to	indulge	our	esthe%c	enjoyment	of	
nature	near-at-hand,	we	need	to	conserve	and	sustain	the	plants	and	animals	that	human	
life	depends	upon.	A	recent	study	reports	we	have	only	seventy	percent	of	the	birds	we	
had	in	America	in	1970;	their	popula%ons	are	diminishing,	and	some	species	are	being	
ex%rpated	from	former	home	ranges.	Na%ve	bee	popula%ons	also	appear	to	be	in	decline,	
risking	the	efficiency	of	pollina%on	services.	Bird	and	bee	popula%ons	are	only	indicators	
that	something	is	wrong.	Although	current	research	is	examining	the	reasons	for	these	
declines,	it	is	generally	felt	that	habitat	loss	is	at	the	top	of	the	list.	

It's	clearly	in	the	na%onal	best	interest	to	set	aside	and	protect	sufficient	natural	areas	to	
provide	the	necessary	habitat.	Simply	senng	aside	land	areas	is	insufficient	because	
plants	and	animals	we	depend	on	interact	in	natural	ecosystems.	We	need	to	be	more	
a[en%ve	to	restoring	those	ecosystems	and	the	services	they	provide	for	our	own	health	
and	for	na%onal	sustenance,	if	not	for	other	reasons.	That's	the	aim	of	the	U.S.	
Department	of	the	Interior's	Na%onal	Park	system.	Despite	the	good	inten%ons	of	the	
Na%onal	Park	Service,	it	contains	less	than	two	percent	of	the	na%on's	area.	What	has	
been	set	aside	as	na%onal	parks	and	preserves	is	insufficient	in	size,	and	it's	not	where	it	
is	needed	most.	Most	of	our	na%on's	biodiversity	is	east	of	the	Mississippi	River;	the	vast	
majority	of	our	protected	areas	are	west	of	the	Mississippi.	To	compound	the	problem,	
there	are	insufficient	quan%%es	of	public	lands	east	of	the	river	to	solve	the	problem	of	
natural	habitat	loss.	More	than	86%	of	land	east	of	the	Mississippi	is	privately	owned.  

 
The	solu%on	to	habitat	loss	and	concomitant	loss	of	essen%al	ecosystem	services	is	literally	in	private	hands,	
and	much	of	that	is	residen%al.	That's	us!	But	what	can	we	do?	More	than	20	million	acres	are	in	residen%al	
use,	much	of	it	ecologically	damaged.	That's	more	acreage	than	in	all	of	the	na%onal	parks	combined.	What	if	
even	a	frac%on	could	be	restored	to	support	the	habitat	of	birds	and	bees	and	the	ecosystem	services	they	
bring?	All	combined	it	would	be	the	largest	of	the	na%onal	parks.	Tallamy	suggests	a	name	for	it:	Homegrown	
Na%onal	Park.	Where	to	begin?	

Tallamy	suggests	we	begin	by	taking	a	long	look	at	our	own	
yard.	The	prevailing	residen%al	esthe%c	is	to	have	a	few	small	
bushes	and	some	flowers	at	the	edges	of	a	broad	lawn	that	is	
maintained	with	frequent	(make	that:	all-too-frequent)	
mowing	to	less	than	two	inches.	Many	homeowner	
associa%ons	even	codify	that	as	a	necessary	homage	to	
"neatness."	The	well-tended	lawn	may	look	nice	and	neat,	but	
it	is	ecologically	useless.	Shallow-rooted	grass	lawns	oaen	
become	so	impervious	to	water	that	rain	runs	off	and	is	
unavailable	for	aquifer	recharge.	A	lawn	may	even	require	
frequent	watering	to	keep	it	alive.	Lawns	are	useful	for	
walking	on,	but	ecologically	that's	about	it.	The	ul%mate	 irony	
is	to	see	a	"Keep	Off	the	Grass"	sign. 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Doug	Tallamy

Tallamy	likely	would	say	home	is	an	
example	of	the	prevailing	residen%al	
esthe%c	for	neighborhood	yards.



Shrink	the	lawn	by	half	is	the	first	of	Tallamy's	tenets	toward	a	
Homegrown	Na%onal	Park.	This	means	crea%ng	islets	of	
ecologically	important	plants,	leaving	lawn-covered	paths	so	you	
can	walk	among	the	isles.	Ecosystems	depend	on	solar	energy	for	
development	of	their	food	webs.	In	short,	it's	important	to	select	
plants	that	will	best	provide	bioenergy	to	this	Homegrown	
Na%onal	Park.	Plants	provide	this	bioenergy	to	food	webs	by	
being	eaten	not	by	large	grazers	like	deer,	but	by	the	wide	variety	
of	insects.	We	need	to	select	plants	that	will	support	a	wide	
variety	of	insects	that	have	the	greatest	impact	on	terrestrial	
ecosystems	in	our	region.	That	means	selec%ng	plants,	both	large	
and	small,	that	will	in	turn	support	bird	popula%ons	and	insect	
pollinators.	Most	birds	depend	on	loads	of	caterpillars	to	rear	
their	young;	caterpillar-producing	insects	include	bu[erflies,	
moths,	skippers	and	sawflies.	The	caterpillar	is	the	larval	stage	of	
these	insects.	Following	their	larval	development,	caterpillars	

spin	a	cocoon	and	pupate	to	the	adult.	By	far,	the	best	pollinators	are	bees,	and	most	bees	develop	in	nests	in	
the	ground	or	in	woody	materials.	

The	goal	in	building	a	Homegrown	Na%onal	Park	is	to	plant	na%ve	plants	that	will	best	support	these	insects	
through	their	life	cycles: 
 
1.	It	begins	with	canopy	trees.	Trees	that	support	the	widest	variety	of	caterpillar-producing	insects	are	na%ve	
oaks,	cherries,	willows,	birches,	co[onwoods	and	elms.	Birds	seek	out	these	caterpillars	and	feast	copiously	on	
them	in	rearing	their	broods.	It	is	important	to	support	as	wide	a	variety	of	caterpillar-producing	insects	as	
possible,	because	many	species	of	birds	are	picky	eaters,	preferring	only	certain	grub	for	their	chicks. 
 
2.	Next	are	the	understory	trees	and	shrubs	that	support	the	cocoons	of	these	caterpillars.	In	general,	
caterpillars	do	not	make	their	cocoons	on	the	same	tree	they	developed	on.	Instead,	they	drop	to	the	ground	
and	find	the	appropriate	habitat	to	spin	their	cocoon.  
 
3.	Next	these	islets	in	your	lawn	need	flowering	plants	that	will	support	a	wide	variety	of	bee	
species.	Remember,	some	bees	are	present	throughout	the	season,	from	late	March	through	September.	Other	
bee	species	come	and	go	at	different	%mes	in	the	season,	being	present	for	only	several	weeks	each	year:	some	
are	spring	bees,	some	are	summer	bees,	and	some	wait	un%l	early	autumn	to	emerge.	Be	sure	to	provide	a	
variety	of	flowering	plants	so	that	flowers	are	present	from	early	spring	through	the	summer	and	into	the	early	
fall.  
 
4.	Finally,	it's	important	to	provide	a	variety	of	soil	habitats	underneath	these	plants	because	different	
species	of	insects	have	a	stage	of	their	life	cycle	in	the	ground. 
 
For	a	beau%ful	and	very	informa%ve	presenta%on	on	which	species	will	best	serve	the	development	of	your	
piece	of	the	Homegrown	Na%onal	Park,	see	Darke,	R.,	&	Tallamy,	D.	(2014).	The	living	landscape:	Designing	for	
beauty	and	biodiversity	in	the	home	garden.	Portland,	OR:	Timber	Press.	ISBN	978-1-60469-408-6.  
 
This	all	sounds	fine,	but	I	only	have	a	small	lot	in	the	middle	of	an	urban	landscape.	Will	it	work	for	me?	
Consider	the	yard	of	Pam	Karlson.	She	lives	on	one-tenth	of	an	acre	in	Chicago,	a	half-block	north	of	the	
Kennedy	Expressway	and	adjacent	to	one	of	the	runways	of	O'Hare	Interna%onal	Airport.	Over	the	past	25	
years	she	has	gradually	added	60	species	of	na%ve	plants.	A	silver	maple	in	her	yard	has	the	poten%al	to	
support	287	species	of	caterpillars.	Her	yard	is	isolated	in	a	sea	of	urban	landscape	and	is	not	connected	to	a	
prevailing	flyway	or	natural	corridor.	Yet,	she	has	recorded	103	species	of	birds	in	her	yard,	including	a	
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Tallamy	might	like	this	lawn	with	its	many	
pathways.



woodcock.	No	one	can	figure	out	how	the	birds	found	her	place,	but	they	did.	That	tells	me	it's	worth	a	try.	
What	have	we	got	to	lose,	except	half	our	lawn?	

Reference: 
Tallamy,	D.	W.	(2019).	Nature's	best	hope:	A	new	approach	to	conserva2on	that	starts	in	your	yard.	Portland,	
OR:	Timber	Press.	ISBN	978-1-60469-900-5.	

--Bob	Heath	

9	Reasons	to	Have	Hope	for	the	Climate	in	2020	

According	to	the	Climate	Reality	Project,	there	are	many,	many	reasons	to	be	
op%mis%c	about	a	just,	sustainable	and	clean	energy	future.	Consider	these:	

1.	Coal	is	burning	out,	and	oil	and	gas	aren't	far	behind.  
2.	Renewables	are	the	new	cool.  
3.	Efficiency	is	everything 
4.	Agricultural	solu%ons	are	growing	fast.  
5.	The	youth	are	here	and	their	mission	is	clear.  
6.	Businesses	and	governments	support	clean	energy.  
7.	Educators	are	making	the	grade.  
8.	Natural	solu%ons	are	looking	pre[y 
9.	The	transi%on	can	be	just.  
 
To	see	the	details	(including	data	and	examples	of	progress)	on	each	of	these	points,	click	here.	

Environmental	Briefs	

House	CommiYee	Releases	Roadmap	for	Solving	Climate	Crisis	

The	House	Select	Commi[ee	on	the	Climate	Crisis	has	released	its	roadmap	for	
solving	the	climate	crisis.	To	learn	more	about	the	Congressional	Ac2on	Plan	for	a	
Clean	Energy	Economy	and	a	Healthy,	Resilient,	and	Just	America	click	here.	The	site's	
Quicklinks	menu	(scroll	down	to	find	it)	lets	you	access	the	press	release,	the	
execu%ve	summary,	various	one-page	summaries,	or	the	full	538-page	report.	It	is	
quite	an	impressive	document,	laying	out	specific,	ac%onable	steps	that	according	to	
independent	nonpar%san	analysis	will	at	minimum	enable	the	country	to	(1)	reach	net-zero	carbon	dioxide	
emissions	before	2050,	(2)	reduce	U.S.	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	at	least	37%	below	2010	levels	in	2030	and	
88%	below	2010	levels	by	2050,	(3)	avoid	62,000	premature	deaths	annually	by	2050,	and	(4)	provide	nearly	$8	
trillion	cumula%ve	climate	and	health	benefits	through	2050.	

Local	Sierra	Club	Speaker	Talks	about	Why	and	How	to	Electrify	Everything	in	the	Home	

The	Portage	Trail	Sierra	Club's	speaker	in	August	was	Nate	Adams.	Through	Zoom,	Adams	presented	
informa%on	about	why	we	should	electrify	everything	in	our	homes	and	the	way	to	do	it.	His	first	step	was	to	
sign	up	for	100%	renewable	electricity.	Second,	insula%ng	and	sealing	your	home.	Then	genng	rid	of	gas	by	
switching	to	induc%on	for	cooking	and	heat	pumps	for	both	hea%ng	and	cooling	your	house,	for	hea%ng	water,	
and	even	for	drying	your	clothes.	Of	course,	you	need	to	educate	yourself	about	the	process	and	costs	like	you	
would	with	any	remodeling.	To	learn	more,	click	here.	

Kansas	Power	Company	Cancels	Coal	
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Coal	is	canceled.	A	Kansas-based	power	company	has	announced	it	will	not	build	a	new	coal-fired	plant	aaer	a	
decade	of	li%ga%on	lead	by	Earthjus%ce	and	other	environmental	groups.	This	means	that	there	are	now	no	
new	coal	plants	slated	to	be	built	in	the	United	States.	There	are	now	200	fewer	coal	plants	than	there	were	a	
decade	ago	and	the	amount	of	U.S.	energy	provided	by	coal	has	dropped	by	a	third	in	that	%me.	(Source:	
Earthjus%ce.org,	Spring	2020)	

Coal	Now	World's	Most	Expensive	Fuel	

Owing	to	the	drop	in	crude	oil	prices,	coal	becomes	the	world's	most	expensive	fossil	fuel.	(Source:	Sierra	Club	
Magazine,	July/August	2020)	

Ar8c	Gets	First	Ozone	Hole	

A	large	hole	has	opened	up	over	the	Arc%c	for	the	first	%me--previous	ozone	holes	have	been	in	the	Antarc%c.	
(Source:	Sierra	Club	Magazine,	July/August	2020)	

Alaska	Town	Gets	Good	News	on	Salmon	and	Mine	Mi8ga8on	

Good	news	from	Bristol	Bay,	Alaska.	Help	is	on	the	way	for	the	largest	sockeye-salmon	run	on	Earth,	which	
benefits	American	businesses,	sustains	Na%ve	and	local	Alaskan	communi%es	and	gives	enjoyment	to	hunters,	
anglers,	and	outdoor	enthusiasts	who	enjoy	this	pris%ne	environment.	The	U.S.	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	
announced	on	August	24	that	the	Pebble	Mine	does	not	meet	Clean	Water	Act	standards	and	cannot	be	
granted	its	federal	permit	based	on	the	current	proposal.	The	mine	Partnership	has	90	days	to	submit	their	
plans	to	fully	mi%gate	all	direct	and	indirect	adverse	impacts	this	enormous	mine	would	have	on	the	Bristol	Bay	
region,	an	area	roughly	the	size	of	Ohio.	But	it	is	one	step	closer	to	a	pebble-free	Bristol	Bay.	(Source:	Email	
from	orvis.com)  
 
Time	Double	Issue	Focuses	on	Climate	Crossroads	

Time	magazine's	"One	Last	Chance"	double	issue	(July	20/July	27,	2020)	focuses	on	today's	climate	crossroads	
from	many	different	vantage	points.	Click	here	for	a	sample	of	the	issue's	content.	

Ponder	This	.	.	.	

"Remember--You	can	either	be	heartbroken	and	cower	in	the	corner,	or	you	can	be	
heartbroken	and	take	ac2on."	Honara	Wolfe	via	Earthjus%ce	

--Submi[ed	by	Lorraine	McCarty	
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EPA	and	Environmental	Watch	

Let's	start	with	the	good	news	for	a	change.		In	a	rare	show	of	bipar%san	coopera%on,	the	
Congress	passed	and	the	President	signed	into	law	the	Great	American	Outdoors	Act.	
According	to	the	Na%onal	Park	Service,	"The	Trump	Administra%on	worked	with	
Congress	to	secure	the	passage	of	this	landmark	conserva%on	legisla%on,	which	will	
use	revenues	from	energy	development	to	provide	up	to	$1.9	billion	a	year	for	five	
years	to	provide	needed	maintenance	for	cri%cal	facili%es	and	infrastructure	in	our	
na%onal	parks,	forests,	wildlife	refuges,	recrea%on	areas,	and	American	Indian	
schools.	It	will	also	use	royal%es	from	offshore	oil	and	natural	gas	to	permanently	fund	 the	Land	
and	Water	Conserva%on	Fund	to	the	tune	of	$900	million	a	year	to	invest	in	conserva%on	and	recrea%on	
opportuni%es	across	the	country."	
 
But	all	is	not	bright	and	sunny.	The	United	States	took	another	step	toward	opening	Alaska's	1.56-million-acre	
Arc%c	Na%onal	Wildlife	Refuge	(ANWR)	to	oil	and	gas	drilling	When	the	Secretary	of	the	Interior	signed	a	
Record	of	Decision,	which	will	develop	a	program	for	where	oil	and	gas	leasing	will	take	place	in	the	refuge's	
coastal	plain.	Republicans	have	been	trying	to	tap	this	energy	for	many	years	now,	while	environmentalists	see	
poten%al	dangers	to	this	pris%ne	refuge	and	think	we	should	be	using	renewables	while	leaving	the	oil	and	gas	
in	the	ground.	Environmentalists	promised	li%ga%on	and	presiden%al	candidate	Joe	Biden	promised	to	protect	
the	ANWR.	

Then	the	EPA	has	con%nued	to	peel	back	pending	or	exis%ng	regula%ons	that	would	protect	public	health,	
saying	that	they	is	too	burdensome	on	businesses	and	are	unnecessary.	In	June,	they	decided	to	drop	the	
introduc%on	of	federal	limits	on	perchlorate,	a	competent	of	rocket	fuel,	ammuni%on	and	explosive.	
Perchlorate	runoff	can	enter	drinking	water	and	damage	fetal	development	and	cause	measurable	drops	in	
newborn	IQs.	A	court	in	2018	ordered	the	EPA	to	come	up	with	a	regula%on	by	June	2020,	but	the	
administra%on	rejected	the	warnings	that	drinking	water	from	perchlorate	runoff	would	lead	to	brain	damage	
in	infants	and	proceeded	with	finalizing	its	decision	to	drop	these	limits.	A	spokesperson	for	the	Natural	
Resource	Defense	Council	advocacy	group	called	the	administra%on's	decision	"illegal,	unscien%fic,	and	
unconscionable."		

And	in	August,	EPA	Administrator	Andrew	Wheeler	formally	signed	the	rollback	of	the	2016	methane	emissions	
rule,	first	proposed	in	2019--again	using	the	ra%onal	the	it	will	save	companies	tens	of	millions	a	year--claiming	
that	it	will	not	change	the	trajectory	of	methane	emissions	and	talking	about	the	"burdens	of	the	Obama/
Biden-era	regula%ons,"	already	playing	into	presiden%al	poli%cs	with	a[ack	ads	against	Democra%c	presiden%al	
candidate	Joe	Biden.	Methane	is	a	potent	greenhouse	gas	80	%mes	more	potent	than	carbon	dioxide	in	
trapping	heat	in	a	20-year	period	and	is	responsible	for	at	least	20%	of	the	methane	emission	in	2018	and	10%	
of	the	na%on's	greenhouse	gas	emissions--so	it	is	very	important	to	cut	down	as	soon	as	possible	to	control	
climate	change.	The	oil	and	gas	companies	will	s%ll	need	to	check	equipment	for	leaks	at	some	high	higher	
producing	well	sites	but	won't	have	to	check	downstream	pipelines	or	equipment.	Some	states	and	a	coali%on	
of	environmental	advocacy	groups	call	this	change	illegal	and	a	setback	in	the	fight	against	climate	change.	

And	if	you	don't	think	climate	change	is	a	problem,	think	about	the	news	of	triple	digit	temperatures,	the	lack	
of	rain	leaving	brush	like	%nder,	and	the	lightning	strikes	that	are	star%ng	scores	of	wildfires	in	California,	
Australia	and	around	the	world.	Or	the	superstorms.	Or	the	warmer	and	we[er	weather	pa[erns	we	are	
experiencing	here	in	Ohio.	We	don't	have	much	%me	before	the	%pping	point	makes	preven%on	impossible,	
leads	to	more	lives	lost	and	makes	mi%ga%on	of	damages	more	and	more	expensive.	

Trump	men%ons	climate	change	only	to	call	it	a	hoax,	and	climate	change	was	nowhere	in	the	GOP	
conven%on--just	bragging	about	all	the	regula%ons	he	cut	as	promised.	We	know	climate	change	is	not	a	hoax	
because	we	believe	in	science,	and	Trump	does	not.	Biden	has	put	forward	a	climate	plan	to	reframe	the	
debate.	It	does	not	go	as	far	as	the	Green	New	Deal,	but	it	does	propose	moving	toward	a	future	of	net-zero	
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greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	helping	to	retrofit	the	country's	energy	infrastructure	to	facilitate	that	goal.	It	is	
expensive,	but	we	need	to	be	spending	money	toward	this	carbon	free	future	instead	of	spending	it	on	
mi%ga%ng	our	mistakes	of	the	past.  
 
Sources:		Na%onal	Park	Service.	Akron	Beacon	Journal,	June	19,	2020.	Akron	Beacon	Journal,	July	15,	
2020.	Akron	Beacon	Journal,	August	8,	2020.	Akron	Beacon	Journal,	August	14,	2020.	Akron	Beacon	Journal,	
August	24,	2020.	Record-Courier,	August	14,	2020.	Federal	Register,	July	21,	2020.	

--Lorraine	McCarty	

The	Environment	in	the	News	
	
Nuclear	Bailout	Jeered	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	August	23,	2020	

Protest	marchers	called	for	repeal	of	"dirty	legisla%on"	(House	Bill	6)	and	the	resigna%on	
of	FirstEnergy	CEO	Chuck	Jones	aaer	the	arrest	of	bribery	and	racketeering	scandal	
involving	former	Ohio	House	Speaker	Larry	Householder	and	four	others.	The	group	Our	
Revolu%on	Akron	wants	to	replace	the	controversial	law	with	legisla%on	that	boosts	renewable	
energy.	Ohio	previously	had	legal	standards	pushing	toward	the	use	of	renewable	energy,	but	 these	
were	stripped	out	of	H.B.	6.	Supporters	talk	about	coal	being	so	dirty	and	emphasize	the	need	to	have	clean	
renewable	energy	because	we	are	running	out	of	%me	for	our	future.		

Pipelines	Lose	Bid	to	Reduce	Tax	Bills	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	August	23,	2020	

The	Ohio	Department	of	Taxa%on	has	ruled	against	the	Nexus	Gas	Transmission	and	the	Rover	Pipeline	in	their	
a[empt	to	lower	their	tax	bills	for	shipping	gas	from	Ohio	to	Canada	and	the	United	States.	The	companies	say	
that	the	assessments	of	their	proper%es	made	last	year	should	be	lower	but	the	court	disagreed	on	July	10.	The	
companies	have	60	days	from	that	date	to	appeal	the	decision.	

Ohio	Sued	over	Plan	to	Store	Natural	Gas	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	August	22,	2020	

Various	environmental	groups	have	joined	to	ask	the	10th	District	Court	of	Appeals	in	Columbus	to	revoke	
drilling	permits	granted	by	the	Ohio	Department	of	Natural	Resources	for	construc%on	of	massive	underground	
salt	caverns	which	will	be	used	to	store	natural	gas	liquids	along	the	Ohio	River.	Their	complaint	says	ODNR	did	
not	follow	its	own	rules,	because	they	did	not	require	public	no%ce	of	the	company	drilling	applica%on	and	did	
not	create	draa	copies	of	the	permits	or	allow	for	a	public	comment	period.	The	lawsuit	asks	that	ODNR	restart	
the	applica%on	process	and	follow	the	rules.		

City	Gets	$1M	to	Start	on	Gorge	Dam	Removal	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	July	22,	2020	

Akron	and	its	partners	need	to	raise	a	third	of	the	$70	million	cost	for	the	removal,	with	the	addi%onal	two-
thirds	coming	from	the	federal	government.	The	Gorge	Dam	is	the	last	blockage	from	Lake	Rockwell	to	the	
Cascade	Valley	and	up	to	Lake	Erie.	EPA	Administrator	Andrew	Wheeler	toured	the	site	on	July	21	and	awarded	
the	project	the	first	$1	million	for	the	mul%year	project	to	demolish	the	dam.	He	said	that	he	would	return	in	
2022	to	see	the	beginning	of	the	dam's	removal.	Akron	and	its	partners	will	use	the	federal	money	for	their	
efforts	to	determine	the	best	way	to	remove	the	immense	amounts	of	contaminated	soil	that	has	se[led	
behind	the	dam	since	it	was	constructed	in	1911.	The	group	have	selected	a	site	downriver	of	the	Signal	Tree	
where	they	will	permanently	bury	the	sediment	and	they	need	to	prepare	the	pit	for	this.			
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Detergent	Suspected	in	Fish	Kill	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	August	19,	2020	

The	Ohio	EPA	is	blaming	a	fish	kill	along	parts	of	the	Tuscarawas	River	in	Southern	Summit	and	northern	Stark	
coun%es	on	dish	soap	that	was	pushed	into	a	storm	drain	by	a	rain	event	and	flowed	into	the	river.	They	report	
cleaning	it	up	by	using	a	contractor	to	set	up	equipment	(such	as	large	pumps)	in	six	areas	along	the	river,	
including	in	Springfield	Township.	The	danger	has	been	to	wildlife	and	not	to	humans.	The	Ohio	EPA	called	in	
the	Ohio	Department	of	Natural	Resources	to	follow	up	with	their	own	inves%ga%on.	

Fish	More	Vulnerable	to	Warming	Water	Than	First	Thought	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	July	3,	2020	

When	fish	are	spawning	or	are	embryos,	a	new	study	published	in	the	journal	Science	shows	they	are	more	
vulnerable	to	ho[er	water.	This	means	that	by	the	end	of	the	century,	the	world's	oceans,	rivers	and	lakes	will	
be	too	hot	for	40%	of	the	world's	fish	species	during	these	two	phases	of	their	lives	and	could	go	ex%nct.	Prior	
studies	just	involved	adult	fish,	not	specifically	these	vulnerable	%mes	in	the	fish	life	cycle,	which	would	make	it	
difficult	for	the	fish	popula%ons	to	replace	themselves.	

Rover	Pipeline	Fights	Ohio	EPA	
Akron	Beacon	Journal	-	July	6,	2020	

The	Ohio	Supreme	will	rule	on	whether	or	not	the	Ohio	EPA	can	hold	the	Rover	Pipeline	accountable	for	
dumping	more	than	2	million	gallons	of	drilling	mud	contaminated	with	diesel	fuel	into	a	pris%ne	wetlands,	
which	occurred	in	2017	during	construc%on	of	the	pipeline	.	The	ques%ons	are	whether	they	have	jurisdic%on	
to	enforce	the	federal	Clean	Water	Act	and	whether	the	states	waived	the	requirement	because	they	failed	to	
respond	to	their	applica%on	for	waivers	within	a	one-year	period.	Ohio	argues	that	the	Clean	Water	Act	does	
not	forfeit	their	power	to	enforce	all	state	environmental	requirements	if	they	fail	to	cer%fy	water	quality	in	a	
%mely	manner.	Two	lower	courts	have	ruled	against	the	EPA.	

--Summarized	by	Lorraine	McCarty	

KEC	Membership	

We	welcome	anyone	who	wants	to	join	the	Kent	Environmental	Council	and	support	our	efforts.	If	you	are	
already	a	member,	you	will	be	receiving	a	reminder	of	renewal	by	mail	the	month	before	the	expira%on	date	for	
your	dues.	Remember,	dues	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	KEC.		

Basic	memberships	help	us	maintain	communica%on	among	our	members	for	many	of	our	ac%vi%es.	
Sustaining,	Organiza%onal	and	Life%me	memberships	enhance	our	ability	to	implement	our	educa%on	and	
advocacy	responsibili%es	and	to	have	a	grant	program	to	encourage	innova%ve	environmental	projects.	

Membership	levels	are	Student:	$5;	Golden	Buckeye:	$15;	First-Year	Member	
Special:	$25;	Individual:	$35;	Household:	$50;	Sustaining:	$100;	Organiza8on:	$100;	Life8me:	$500	

To	join	or	renew,	send	your	name,	address,	phone	number,	email	address	and	check	made	payable	to									Kent	
Environmental	Council,	P.O.	Box	395,	Kent,	OH	44240.																																																																																																				

KEC	dues	are	not	tax	deduc%ble	because	the	organiza%on	has	a	501(c)(4)	status.	
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