Making a Difference for the Environment
Locally and Globally Since 1970

Serving Kent, Portage County and Beyond

Welcome to the February 2020 issue of the Kent Environmental Council newsletter.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------More Than 50 Individuals, Group Representatives Gather for KEC Annual Meeting,
Networking Event
Local food resilience . . . incentives, rather than penalties, for green-energy initiatives . . . the changing market
for recyclables. These just a handful of the many topics offered by more than 50 participants--community
members, politicians, activists and representatives from other organizations--at a networking event held as
part of the Kent Environmental Council's annual meeting on February 17. The Social Justice Committee of the
Kent United Church of Christ (a KEC member organization) offered the congregation's fellowship hall for the
event.
Business Meeting
The evening began with the annual all-member KEC meeting. Renee Ruchotzke was elected chair, and Bob
Heath was elected vice chair. Bob Wilson and Brad Brotje continued in their roles of treasurer and secretary,
respectively. A declaration of appreciation was approved for Lis Regula, who had served for many years as KEC
chair before relocating to Columbus for a new job in mid-2019. The business meeting was followed by a
potluck dinner as other members of the community joined the gathering.
Networking
Facilitator Ruchotzke used Art of Hosting (https://www.artofhosting.org) principles--a facilitation style that
makes space for all of the voices and experiences in the room. Round tables were labeled with a topic, such as
food, recycling and renewable energy. Participants chose a topic of interest and sat at that table. The
individuals at each table interacted "council style" using a process called "rounds," where each person at the
table shared and was listened to in
turn.

Participants engage in the first round of networking conversations at tables grouped by topic.

Each person at each table shared why they were passionate about the topic and then said what they were
doing in relation to the topic and what they wanted to do. The rest of the time was an opportunity to suggest
ideas about connections. At the end of a set amount of time, participants rotated to a different table and topic.
By the end of the evening, the participants were asked if they wanted future networking events, and they
enthusiastically endorsed the idea.
Here is a summary of the topics and themes discussed at the meeting:
Food (Local/Natural/Sustainable)
• It seems to connect to all of the other issues.
• We need to prepare for resiliency as climate
changes.
• It can be an opportunity to build community.
• We should do more to connect to and support
the local food system, especially by eating
Participants discuss issues related to local, natural
and sustainable food.

locally.

Conservation (Land/Water/Wetlands)
• Help people to understand that wetlands have an important function for water quality and carbon
capturing.
• Create opportunities for children to learn more about and feel connected to nature.
Recycling (Plastics/Waste Stream)
• There seems to be a huge knowledge gap around the impact of waste, especially plastics (e.g., bags,
microplastics).
• There are mixed signals about what is and is not recyclable.
• Trash from other states coming to Ohio.
• Need more opportunities for reuse (e.g., refillable glass milk bottles).
• Share information, such as the video "The Story of a Spoon." (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egE1FtjaxY)
Poisons and Pollution
• Stop the local use of glyphosate (commercially available as Roundup).
• Stop the local use of fracking brine as a deicer on local roads (commercially available as AquaSalina).
• Stop spraying for mosquitoes.
Renewable Energy/Peak Oil
• Frustrations that the Ohio state government has missed
opportunities to promote renewables; instead, they are
discouraging the use of renewables.
• Choose renewable options from current electric providers.
• Need more local control because the state is failing us.
• More infrastructure for electric cars.
Promoting Awareness (Social/Psychological/Educational)
• We need to change hearts and minds to help with action
steps.
• Engage youth and young adults.
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Participants discuss issues related to
renewable energy and peak oil.

•

Focus on grass roots actions because they can have a cascading effect.

Preparing for Disruptions (Shortages, Climate Refugees)
•
•
•
•

•

We should do a lot of networking and constituencybuilding now.
Prepare to welcome climate refugees into our homes
and communities.
Develop more community gardens.
Develop a socially responsible prepper, or survivalist,
mindset (e.g., develop redundant food, water and
medical supplies).
Work on a Community Climate Action Plan.

Participants discuss ways to disruptions such as
shortages and climate refugees.

Political Action
• Change building codes to make it easier to install solar panels.
• Work on home rule to prevent big money from having a negative local impact.
• Vote for candidates who care about mitigating climate change.
• Community solar on lands such as the contaminated fields on Mogadore Road.
Indigenous Rights
• How might we be in a relationship with the land in the way the original inhabitants were?
• How might we re-wild part of our county?
--Renee Ruchotzke

KEC Spearheads Formation of Crooked River Environmental Network
As a part of the visioning for the next 50 years, the Kent Environmental
Council recognizes that a lot has changed since its inception in 1970.
Environmental awareness has increased significantly, and many groups,
organizations and individuals are working toward goals similar to the
ones for which KEC continues to advocate. KEC therefore has decided
form a wider communication and action network to be known as the
Crooked River Environmental Network (CREN). The group's first
networking event was held on February 17, and the feedback was
positive. Stay tuned for more information and opportunities for
connection.
--Renee Ruchotzke

Changes Down on the Farm
Times they are a changin' down on the farm. And that's not good.
Producers depend on knowledge they've gained over the years and, in
some cases, knowledge passed on to them from fathers and grandfathers.
Knowledge that tells them what to plant, how to plant, when to plant and
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Logo by local artist Kevyn Breeden.

when to harvest is gained from long-term practice, with the implicit assumption that there is a constancy in
weather patterns.
No one knows better than farmers that no two years of weather are the
same. Some years are wetter than average, some are drier, some are
hotter, some are colder than average. Sometimes there are droughts;
sometimes there are floods. But over the long haul, things average out,
don't they? Farmers learn to deal with the fickleness of day-to-day
weather because they know the overall weather pattern is the same, and
they can depend on that. They know what to do in the context of
dependable weather patterns.
What happens on any given day regarding temperature and precipitation is
"weather"; the patterns of weather are "climate." Knowledge of the overall
averages of weather patterns--the climate--is what farmers depend on. In
general, spring rains are fairly regular and not too intense, with occasional
dry days that allow planting equipment on the fields. In this area, farmers can
depend on planting corn around mid-May;
most plant 108-day corn. Corn grows well if
it gets some rain about once every four days from late June through August.
Corn planted in mid-May should be ready to harvest in early September.
Getting heavy harvesters on the fields depends on some dry days in the fall.
These practices depend on a general weather pattern of a spring with dry
days to plant, then a summer with regular rain, followed by a fall with dry
days to harvest.
What if those weather patterns change? Spoiler Alert: Weather patterns in
Ohio are changing, according to Dr. Aaron Wilson, director of the State
Climate Office of Ohio at Ohio State University. Since 2000, a new normal has
begun to emerge. Ohio is now getting wetter winters, wetter springs and
wetter falls; the summers are getting drier, even to the point of getting
droughty. Daily low temperatures are increasing faster than daily highs in all
seasons; winter temperatures are increasing faster than summer
temperatures. Rainstorms are becoming more severe, and flooding is
becoming more common. This means that erosion of sediment and nutrients
from agricultural fields is becoming more frequent and of a greater concern
than in the past. This new normal leads to longer growing seasons but under
more difficult conditions. In many ways, the new normal is a worst-case
scenario for farmers. Wetter springs result in later planting. Droughty summers lead to suboptimal crop
maturation. Wetter falls mean later harvest times and conceivably lost markets. Wetter winters mean that
best management practices of when to fertilize may need to change.
If climate is changing, especially if it's changing rapidly, farmers need to
adapt to those changes--or possibly lose the farm--literally. An increasing
portion of farmers are beginning to use cover crops to alleviate some of
the problems caused by these changes in climate. The use of cover crops
requires making plans months in advance of the problem to be solved.
Solving the problem of winter and early spring erosion requires planting a
cover crop in mid-August to mid-September. Planting a cover crop for
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nutrient amendment or to increase soil drainage may require planning ahead by more than a year. Building up
soil organic content can take as long as 10 years of continuous cover cropping before measurable results are
seen. Furthermore, a cover crop may give disappointing results in the first year; good results may be seen only
after the second or third year. Also, the choice of what cover crops to grow depends on the intended results or
problem to be solved. No cover crop mix does it all. Take home lessons: Plan ahead and be patient.
These findings were presented at a half-day conference at the Deerfield Farms Soil Health Partnership event
sponsored by the Portage County Soil and Water Conservation District at the Deerfield Town Hall on December
6, 2019.
Want to read more about these issues? Then check out these sources:
State Climate Office of Ohio (https://climate.osu.edu)
Soil Health Partnership Program (https://www.soilhealthpartnership.org
Deerfield Farms Soil Health Partnership
--Bob Heath

Energy Choice Ohio: What It Is, How It Works
Ohio is one of a handful of states with deregulated energy marketplaces for electric
and natural gas suppliers, which means that Ohio residents can
choose
their energy suppliers based on factors such as price, term,
fees and green options. While the choice between multiple
competing suppliers may be daunting, the Energy Choice Ohio
website (https://energychoice.ohio.gov) provides true apples-to-apples comparisons.
When you're on the site, choose an energy distributor (i.e., Ohio Edison for electric or
Dominion East Ohio for gas) first and then select either electric or gas residential options. You can sort by
price, variable or fixed terms, length of term, fees, renewable options and so on.
You typically will pay more for longer terms, but the price is guaranteed for the
duration of the term. Also, be aware of early termination and other fees that may
be imposed. Finally, note that the Energy Choice Ohio site allows you to specify
what percentage (up to 100%) of the power comes from renewable sources
(typically wind power from the Midwest).
Some municipalities, including Kent, have chosen to aggregate their residents and have selected NOPEC as
their electric supplier. NOPEC is a nonprofit organization that contracts with suppliers to provide competitive
pricing and terms for electric and gas customers.
On November 13, 2019, NOPEC sent an opt-out letter to all households in the 44240 ZIP code (including
Franklin Township). If you did not respond by the December 13, 2019,
deadline, you were automatically enrolled in their electric governmental
aggregation program with NextEra Energy Services Ohio as your electric
supplier. Who is NextEra? NextEra Energy Resources (a wholesale electricity
supplier based in Juno Beach, Florida, and a subsidiary of NextEra Energy)
generates electricity by using wind, sun, natural gas and nuclear power. They
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are one of the world's largest generators of renewable power from the wind and sun and believe that
providing energy to power the nation should have minimal impact on the environment.
If you prefer not to choose an energy supplier, then auto-enrollment in NOPEC for
electric and gas may be a good option. If you want to make your own choices, then
you will need to contact the energy supplier by phone and enroll in that supplier's
program. There is no early termination fee with NOPEC, but it may take one to two
billing cycles to make the change.
Finally, if you have grid-tied solar, verify that your electric energy supplier participates
in net metering. Public utilities in Ohio, such as Ohio Edison, are required to
participate in net metering; however, private energy suppliers may or may not
participate.
--Al Barber

KEC Board Votes to Support KSU Environmental Communication Research Study
The KEC board supports and encourages you to participate in a KSU research study on environmental
communication. See details below. To download and print a flyer, click here.

--KEC Board
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State Senate Candidate Betsy Rader Speaks to KEC Breakfast Group about Her
Concerns for Ohio's Environment
Betsy Rader, a candidate for the Ohio State Senate in the 18th district, asked to meet
with KEC to discuss her candidacy, her platform and her concerns about the
environment in Ohio. John Eklund, who holds that seat now, cannot run in 2020
because of term limits. Rader spoke at KEC's informal breakfast on November 8, 2019.
Rader is an employment attorney and child advocate who grew up in poverty in
Newark, Ohio. After high school, Rader graduated from Ohio State University and went
on to earn a law degree from Yale University. Rader said that like many people, she felt
a sense of helplessness as a resident of Ohio given the way in which the state's voting
districts have been gerrymandered to disenfranchise many voters. The belief that
changes were needed, said Rader, prompted her to run for the U.S. House of
Representative (14th Congressional district). She lost to incumbent David Joyce.
Rader spoke about the need for competitive races in Ohio and her concerns for the environment. These
concerns, she said, are what motivated her to join the race for the Ohio Senate. She recommended two
books: Dark Money (a study of money in politics) by Jane Mayer and Amity and Prosperity (the story of West
Virginia and the fracking industry) by Eliza Griswold. To further understand the threat of fracking in Ohio,
Rader said she studied maps of Ohio Marcellus shale formations. She expressed her concern that the right of
home rule has been preempted by the state. This preemption, said Rader, makes it difficult to impossible for
local communities to limit or prohibit fracking industry practices. Rader added that she worries about the
environmental damage that this type of well drilling can cause to soil and water. On the political side, she
bemoaned the pressure applied at the state level by corporate political action committee money, the Citizens
United decision, and the influence of dark money. Rader said that her campaign accepts no money from PACs.
Rader noted that she has been a longtime member of the Sierra Club and helped with a Geauga County Parks
district funding campaign.
--Brad Brotje

River of Blue
If you want to know more about clothing sustainability, watch this video
(https://praxisfiberworkshop.com/uncategorized/indigo-banners-draw-a-connection-from-cuyahoga-river-fireto-our-blue-jeans/) on the effects that clothing has on water sources. It's the official trailer of the documentary
"RiverBlue."

--Ann Ward
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Four Must-Read Books about the Climate Crisis, Says Climate Reality Project
The Climate Reality Project, a nonprofit organization involved in education and advocacy related to climate
change, said in November 2019 that the following are must-read books about the climate crisis. Caution:
Several KEC members say these books are excellent but can be depressing to read.
The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming
By David Wallace-Wells
The Uninhabitable Earth is easily one of the most talked-about books of the year, and it's
first sentence puts the climate crisis into incredible perspective: "It is worse, much worse, than
you think." The author, a deputy editor and climate columnist at New York magazine, does not
mince words on the challenges facing our planet--from the possibility of food shortages and
refugee emergencies to climate-driven nation-state destabilization. But he's also an
optimist and well aware that the right action today can stave off disaster tomorrow.

An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power: Your Action Handbook to Learn the Science, Find Your Voice, and
Help Solve the Climate Crisis
By Al Gore
A lot of people have heard what former Vice President Al Gore, the founder and
chairman of the Climate Reality Project, has said about the ongoing climate crisis. Just
as important, however, is the message that people around the world can do something
about it. An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power is both a companion to Gore's most
recent documentary of the same title and a comprehensive how-to guide full of
concrete, actionable ways you can join the movement for solutions and help turn the
tide. The book a powerful reminder of what can happen when people take a stand-when they use their vote, their voice, and their choices to take action when it matters
the most.
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History
By Elizabeth Kolbert
Elizabeth Kolbert's New York Times bestseller and Pulitzer Prize winner details the five
landmark events in the distant past that wiped out most plant and animal life on the Earth.
But today, we're witnessing a new phenomenon known to scientists as the "sixth extinction."
Unlike the five previous cataclysms, this sixth one is not a natural event. It's human-made.
And it's happening right now. We know it as the climate crisis. The Sixth Extinction is both a
deeply researched exploration of past extinction events and a cautionary tale about the one
underway right now. It presents our present situation in stark, plain terms--which is exactly
how we need to understand them if we're going to fight and win.
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Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming
By Paul Hawken (Editor)
If you're like most people, you've probably wondered what it will actually take to halt rising
temperatures and solve the climate crisis. Drawdown has the answer you've been looking
for. Well, 80 of them. Compiling meticulous research by leading scientists and policymakers
from all over the globe and written by an all-star team, the book ranks the 80 most
substantive solutions to the climate crisis in one 253-page volume. Creator and editor Paul
Hawken describes the robust review process that went into every solution presented in the
book in an interview with Diane Toomey of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. "We have 70 research fellows from around the world. Each of them took one or, in
some cases, two solutions and wrote basically a master's thesis on them. They did a literature review. There's
about 5,000 references for those 80 solutions, which are now being published on the website," he said. "Our
goal is transparency. The methodology was a three-step review process. It's reviewed internally, it's reviewed
by the advisors, then the model is reviewed by outside expert science reviewers." Drawdown is a must-read
for anyone looking to know exactly how we beat this thing.

And Two More Book Recommendations . . . from KEC Members
The Overstory
By Richard Powers
While all of the books reviewed above are works of nonfiction, climate is showing up more
and more as a major theme in contemporary fiction. And there is one important and very
notable work that absolutely cannot be overlooked. The Overstory, released in 2018, won the
Pulitzer Prize in fiction and was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize. The Washington
Post, Time, Oprah Magazine, Newsweek, Chicago Tribune, and Kirkus Reviews all named it
among the best books of 2018. It is very, very good. A work of incredible imagination
sprawling across centuries and continents, The Overstory tells the, well, story of nine main
characters, all existing at different periods of time. But the real protagonists of the novel are
not men or women at all. They're trees. The Overstory is a novel about the destruction of
nature and the need to preserve it--or else.
--Recommended by Iris Meltzer
Silent Thunder
By Katy Payne
A natural history rich in observation of the animal world and how humans participate in it, Silent
Thunder also is a passionate story of scientist Katy Payne's spiritual quest as she turns a keen
eye on her role in this world. Starting with the story of her revolutionary discovery that
elephants use infrasonic sounds--sounds that are below the range of human hearing--to
communicate, Payne shares what she learned from her fascinating field research in Africa,
research that reveals new insights into elephants' social lives. When five of the elephant families
she studies are the victims of culling, Payne's approach to her research changes, as she fights
valiantly to protect the elephants. The result of her research, the touching insights gained from
Africans she worked with, and the elephants she studied give a vivid impression of Payne's view from the front
lines of the natural preservation effort. Like Peter Matthiessen's The Snow Leopard and the writings of Jane
Goodall, Silent Thunder demonstrates how a commitment to all life can bring one's own into a new focus.
--Recommended by Swanny Voneida
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EPA and Environmental Watch
Well, President Donald Trump did not get removed from office after his impeachment
trial in the Senate, and his administration continues cut back environmental
protections and other programs.
Of greatest importance, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers have agreed to changes that narrow federal protections under the
Clean Water Act, which put into place 50 years ago. These changes end federal
protection for millions of miles of streams, arroyos and wetlands that will leave
waterways more vulnerable to pollution from development, industry and farms.
Builders, oil and gas developers, farmers, and others who have sought such cutbacks for years echo the federal
government's rationale that the changes will result in both a better balance between the
environment/waterways and states' rights/private property owners and more consistent rules about federal
jurisdiction.
Environmental groups, however, stress that the government action is a gift to polluters and that the effects of
more pollution will harm people and wildlife who need clean water to survive. Environmentalists also say that
the changes will weaken water standards and increase pollution across more than 67% of Ohio's stream miles
and result in a loss of 10% to 20% of the state's wetlands, which already are much diminished. Intermittent
(i.e., ephemeral) streams that run only after rainfall or snow melt (including the Rio Grande River) will be
especially hard-hit, as they no longer will be protected--yet they provide a majority of the water for drinking
and irrigation for some dry Western states. Ohio laws do not go as far as the former federal regulations. States
are still free to enact tougher regulations. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency says it will be monitoring
the impacts in Ohio.
Trump also has proposed rollbacks of federal environmental oversight of construction projects such as new
roads, bridges and tunnels. The administration claims that the law will modernize the permitting process.
Environmentalists point out that the relaxed standards will worsen climate change and harm public health,
enable the companies seeking approval of projects to discount their impact on climate change, and allow
polluters to operate right next to water supplies. Environmentalists also stress that the proposed law
undercuts the National Environmental Policy Act, which has been in place for 50 years. The proposed changes
are in the public-comment period of the approval process.
As for the proposed EPA rollback on mercury and other toxic emissions, even the utility companies are against
it. Industry executives say the reductions are unnecessary because the industry has complied with the rule for
years, making the sector much cleaner. The EPA, however, is moving to finalize the cuts, arguing that it is not
appropriate or necessary for the government to limit harmful pollutants from power plants. This reasoning
could lead to the rollback of other regulations that have been helpful to the environment and cause some
utility companies to turn off their pollution-control systems, thereby making Americans sicker.
It should be noted that while the EPA still has a science advisory board to be review the agency's scientific
methods, the number of industry experts on that board has tripled since Trump took office, while the portion
of academics has been cut nearly in half.
To top it all off, Trump's proposed budget cuts one quarter of the EPA's budget, not to mention proposed cuts
to Medicare and to the Department of Health and Human Services right in the middle of the global public
health panic about the coronavirus. For example, no money was included in the budget for infrastructure
at the Brandon Road Lock near Joliet, Illinois, that would prevent the Asian carp from reaching the Great Lakes-even though Trump made promises to include the money at a recent rally in Michigan. The Army Corps of
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Engineers had already approved the project and was planning to begin construction next year. Without the
added infrastructure, the Asian carp will have devastating effects on Lake Erie if the species migrates eastward.
One can only be grateful that Trump's proposed budget is not getting too far, given the Democratic majority in
the House of Representatives.
And then we have the latest effort to cut science out of policymaking. If enacted, Trump's new "restricted
science" policy would make it nearly impossible for EPA regulators to consider thousands of relevant public
health studies when making rules to keep Americans safe. The policy would allow political appointees, not
scientific experts, choose the studies that regulators can consider when setting pollution standards and doing
environmental safety reviews for public health and safety. Who do you trust to tell you which products are
safe to eat, touch and breathe: a scientist or a lobbyist?
I have to give Trump some credit for at least seeming to embrace the Trillion Trees Project by committing to
join it. Who doesn't love trees? But he knows young Republicans are reacting negatively because of his
dismissal of climate science, and all of his actions are based on that premise. Planting these trees for carbon
capture is a good idea, but it does not negate the need to reduce carbon emissions to save the planet.
Sources: Akron Beacon Journal, January 10, 2020; Akron Beacon Journal, January 24, 2020; Akron Beacon
Journal, February 18, 2020; Record-Courier, January 5, 2020; Record-Courier, January 25, 2020; Record-Courier,
February 13, 2020; Union of Concerned Scientists, December 17, 2019; Columbus Dispatch, February 14, 2020.
--Lorraine McCarty

The Environment in the News
Expansion of Dakota Access Pipeline Approved
Lakota People's Law Project - February 20, 2020
The Northern Dakota Public Service Commission approved the expansion of the Dakota
Access Pipeline (DAPL) by a vote of 3-0. If government official in Iowa and Illinois also
approve the expansion, the capacity of the DAPL will double and carry more than a million barrels of oil a day.
While the commission claimed the expansion was in the best interest of the state's citizens, they ignored the
concerns of the nearby Native American tribes about pipeline leaks that pose threats to their water supplies.
Sixty leaks from the DAPL have spilled more than 42,000 barrels of toxic crude in North Dakota alone in the
past 15 years. The Lakota People's Law Project, an organization committed to protecting the First Amendment
rights of Native American and their allies, is planning major initiatives on voting in the upcoming election as
well as a major festival/teach-in to bring musicians, activist and scientist together to focus on the climate crisis.
Energy Company Agrees to Pay $2.6 Million for Refinery Violations
Record-Courier - February 18, 2020
BP-Husky has agreed to pay $2.6 million in fines for longstanding air-pollution and record-keeping violations at
a refinery in Ohio. The state will receive $200,000; the remainder will go to the U.S. government.
Fossil Fuel Projects Ban
350.org - February 10, 2020
During Mayor Bill de Blasio's state of the city address earlier this month, he announced that New York City will
ban all new fossil fuel projects. This is the largest municipal ban of its kind ever.
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Antarctica Hits 65, Warmest Temp Ever Recorded
Akron Beacon Journal - February 9, 2020
This 65-degree reading in Antarctica exceeds the previous record of 63.5 degrees taken on March 24, 2015.
Cracks in the ice are growing rapidly. This usually frigid region is one of the fastest warming regions in the
world, gaining five degrees in just the past 50 years. About 87% of glaciers along the peninsula's west coast
have retreated in that time and have been doing so at an accelerated pace since 2008. Even though there is
decade-to-decade variability, the underlying trend is warming. It is expected that Antarctica will continue to
set record temperatures again and again, even if it isn't every year.
Photos of 'King Tides' Globally Show Risks of Climate Change
Record-Courier - February 6, 2020
A network of volunteer photographers around the globe are taking pictures of so-called king tides to capture
how high the waterline gets and where it goes. They then upload their images (sometimes with embedded
geological data, so that scientists and policy makers can study the data, add it to data collected by sensors in
vulnerable locations, and prepare for the effects of climate change. King tides occur about twice a year in
coastal areas worldwide when the sun and the moon align to enhance the gravitational pull that produces
normal daily tides. Wetlands Watch, an organization in Virginia that describes itself as "the only statewide
organization in the eastern United States working at the grassroots level with a singular focus on saving
wetlands," estimates that king tides show where the water will be in about 2050. The volunteer photographers
are part of the King Tides Project, an international initiative to document extreme high-tide events with
photos. The project began in 2009 in Australia and has spread since then to more than a dozen coastal states
in the United States, British Columbia, New Zealand, Mauritius, and beyond. Project participants say they aim
to educate the public and to gain a clear understanding about how climate change will affect everyday life-from flooded roads, parks and farm land to popular beaches swallowed by waves.
Empower Women to Save the Earth
Time - February 3, 2020
Before she was 16 years old, Jade Hameister skied the North Pole and is one of the few women in history to set
a new route to the South Pole from the coast of Antarctica. Her traveling so far on the ice confirmed for her
that global warming is an undeniable truth. Now 18, she wants to be optimistic, saying, "It staggers me that no
one is focused on the exponential growth in the human population as the biggest threat to our environment."
She notes that 130 million girls around the world do not attend school and stresses the need to educate these
young women to empower them to follow their dreams and to make their own decisions about how many
children to have and when they have them.
Lanternflies Found about 15 Miles from Ohio-Pennsylvania Border
The Plain Dealer - February 2, 2020
Lanternflies are an invasive and very destructive pest originally from Asia that could reach Ohio as early as this
spring. When pest does arrive, it will wreak havoc on crops and trees, challenging farmers and foresters alike.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture says that lanternflies like to feed on almonds, apples, blueberries, cherries,
peaches, grapes, and hops as well as hardwoods such as oak, walnut and poplar, among others. Pennsylvania
has been battling spotted lanternflies since 2014 by removing egg masses and applying insecticide treatments.
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What the World Sees as Australia Burns
Time - January 29, 2020
Reporters for Time magazine say they saw families huddled on a beach as their homes burned, baby koalas
clinging to their mothers as the fires raged behind them. Two dozen people and millions of animals have died
in this year's wildfires and caused billions of dollars in damage. These are not ordinary bushfires seen in the
past. This year, the fires burned 25.5 million acres (the size of South Korea), and 1,800 homes were destroyed.
There is no question about the link between the Australian wildfires and climate change. The warming climate
has led to worsening droughts, killing off vegetation, creating tinder for the fires and creating furnace-like
conditions in which the fires can easily spread. Coal-mining is a significant industry in Australia and has a
powerful lobby; the Australian government therefore has not pushed bold actions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, and the country's prime minister argues that his hands are tied because Australia's emissions are
only 1.3% of the global total. Sixty-one percent of Australians, however, believe that their country should do
more to combat climate change, even if it is costly. Australia cannot do it alone. All countries need to boldly
reduce emissions.
Pennsylvania High Court Upholds Drilling Practice
Akron Beacon Journal - January 24, 2020
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has upheld a legal principle in place since at least 1889 that allows drillers to
drain oil and natural gas from outside their property lines. This legal principle also is known as the "rule of
capture," which means that oil and gas in reservoirs belong to whomever pulls the resources from a well first.
Group Ends Effort to Block Bailout for Ohio Nuclear Plants
Record-Courier - January 23, 2020
Opponents of the $1 billion financial rescue of the state's two nuclear power plants have ended their attempt
to stop the bailout. They ran out of money to continue the fight in court for more time to gather signatures.
Thirst Project Club Aims to End Water Crisis
KentWired.com - January 13, 2020
Jenne Gilbreath, a freshman at Kent State University, brought the Thirst Project, a nonprofit organization, to
Kent State from her high school because she believes water is a human right. The World Health Organization
estimates that 2 billion people drink contaminated water, and Gilbreath points out that many women and
children walk for hours to fill water containers, which keeps them from getting jobs or going to school. The
Thirst Project was formed in 2008 to raise awareness about the global water crisis and to help end it by
building freshwater wells. The organization has raised more than $10 million and has built wells for people in
13 countries. The local group is accepting donations.
City Pledges $3 Million to Summit Lake Plan
Akron Beacon Journal - January 28, 2020
Akron City Council is enthusiastically behind the plan to redevelop Summit Lake, which members describe as
one of the city's most scenic and disinvested assets. Council's commitment is to a series of projects, including
an amphitheater to the west, an art installation and a boat launch to the north, a fountain in the middle, and a
trail looping all the way around the water's edge along the historic Ohio and Erie Canal. Residents around the
lake participated in the planning process, and many believe that doing so has brought their community
together.
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Streetsboro Has Setback in Case vs. Shelly Materials
Record-Courier - January 23, 2020
The Ohio Supreme Court has decided not to rehear the city's motion to rehear the case, sending the matter
back to the Northern Ohio 11th District Court of Appeals, which is considering several outstanding issues. The
city is trying to block Shelly Materials from sand and gravel extraction at Sahbra Farms and believes the court
of common pleas ignored certain evidence before making the original decision. While the city is encouraged
that the case is not dead, damages to the company for lost time will continue to accumulate. Shelly contends
that the appeals court should not have taken up the case to try to second-guess the decision of the court of
common pleas.
Ohio Seeks Contractors to Plug Wells
Akron Beacon Journal - January 3, 2020
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources' Division of Oil and Gas Resources has asked contractors to bid by
January 20 to be certified to plug orphan wells in the state. Orphan wells are one that were not plugged
properly and no longer have an owner who can pay to have the corrective work done now. These wells can
leak oil, gas and brine or cause explosions when natural gas collects in buildings near a leaking well. Nearly
1,000 wells in 71 counties have been identified, but there could be many more, given that 280,000 wells have
been drilled in Ohio since the mid-1800s. More money than ever is available to plug the wells, and the state is
trying to package more than one well in a project to make the jobs more attractive to plugging bidders.
Officials also are revising a program to allow landowners to contract with a plugger who would be paid by the
state, while the landowner would be responsible for ensuring that the work is done according to regulations.
Asset Manager Will Stress Climate Change
Akron Beacon Journal - January 18, 2020
BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager, oversees $7 trillion in funds from dozens of countries around the
world and will make climate change central to its future investment decisions. The company says it is exiting
investments in coal used to generate power and will begin to ask companies to disclose their climate-related
risks. Given the size and reach of BlackRock's holdings mean that the company's shift in focus has the potential
for wide ramifications in the investment industry. Climate, the company says, is the issue raised most often by
its clients. Investors are looking for environmentally sustainable funds, and many investment companies are
looking to meet the surging demand.
Goldman Sachs to Stop Financing New Drilling for Oil in the Arctic
The Guardian - December 2019
Investment bank Goldman Sachs is the first in the United States to establish a no-go zone in the oil and gas
drilling sector. The company also will no longer invest in new thermal coal mines anywhere in the world, citing
the scientific consensus on the climate crisis. Environmentalists are urging other financial institutions to make
similar pledges that could render the coal industry "unbankable."
Analysis: 'Horrific' Bird Losses Touch Every State
Record-Courier - January 5, 2020
According to two major research projects released this fall, the loss of birds has been seen in almost every
state and confirming what birdwatchers have been reporting. The "Billion Birds" report published in Science
concluded that 2.9 billion birds have vanished in North America since 1970--a decline of about 30%, a finding
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that surprised even the study's lead author, Ken Rosenberg of Cornell University. The vanishing bird population
is not moving elsewhere. It's just plummeting--with meadowlarks and quail suffering the biggest decline in the
grassland areas, where cattle grazing lands have been converted to more intensively farmed corn fields. Other
factors are human population growth, feral cats, climate change and pesticides that kill insects the birds need
to feed their young. In Ohio, according to the U.S. Geological Survey, the five bird species with the biggest
declines are the northern bobwhite, grasshopper sparrow, vesper sparrow, rig-necked peasant and
bobolink. In a National Audubon Society study, researchers looked at how birds would fare under three
different climate-change modeling scenarios. The first model used a scenario with just less than three degrees
of warming in the next 35 years. The researchers found that at least 51 of 600 species faced a high risk of being
wiped out or a trend toward that end worsening. The second model looked at warming of four degrees and
then five degrees in the coming decades. When warming increased five degrees, the researchers found that
over the next 65 years, 97% of species would be affected by two or more climate-related threats. The "Million
Bird" study, the Audubon study and other groups are stressing the need for conservation--which is expensive
and requires a great deal of cooperation--before it's too late.
Study: Tap Water Treated with Chlorine Produces Carcinogens
Akron Beacon Journal - January 4, 2020
A new study in the journal Environmental Sciences & Technology by researchers at Johns Hopkins University
has raised concerns about using chlorine in drinking water--not because of the chlorine itself, but because the
chemical leaves a residue in pipes and, when mixed with phenols (which are both naturally occurring and used
in personal care products) produces by-products that are not detected but can be detrimental to a person's
log-term health. These by-products include two forms of BDA, a toxic compound and known carcinogen that
had not been detected in drinking water until now. In their study the researchers added an amino acid, such as
lysine, which is found in the human body, and then tested the water. The presence of these types of byproducts have prompted some European countries, including Germany and the Netherlands, to reduce the
amount of chlorine in their water-supply systems or to eliminate the chemical entirely.
Climate Change and the Incredible Shrinking Songbird
Akron Beacon Journal - Opinion - December 31, 2019
Scientists from the University of Michigan and researchers from the Field Museum in Chicago examined 52
species of birds that had crashed into high-rise buildings in Chicago to determine why the collisions occurred.
Their effort involved the collection of thousands of bird samples from 1978 through 2016. After the samples
were measured and weighed, the scientists found that body size shrank significantly and wing spans
elongated. Because warm-blooded species have larger bodies in cold places and smaller bodies in warm
places, and temperatures have risen over the past 38 years of the bird collection, the scientists concluded that
climate change is responsible for the lower body mass. While the loss of body mass is not enough for the birds
to shrink to the size of insects, the scientists said, the finding is another red flag that the effects of climate
change are real and something must be done to stop those changes from continuing.
Local Plan Prioritizes Biking and Walking
Akron Beacon Journal - December 25, 2019
The Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study has put forward a plan to expand bike lanes and pedestrian
travel through 2045. This is significant because funding for projects is guided by that plan. As a result, the bikeand-pedestrian network will continue to grow. Other goals in the plan include zero deaths from
bike/pedestrian crashes, increased funding for safety improvements to routes children take to and from
school, educating students and others about how to use the routes safely.
15

Ohio May Jump-Start Electric Car Tax Credits
Akron Beacon Journal - December 24, 2019
The federal tax credit given to the first 200,000 electric vehicles by various manufacturers are disappearing
soon, with the timing dependent on the brand of vehicle. An Ohio Senate bill, however, proposes a $500 sales
tax credit for the purchase of an electric vehicle for personal use, $1,000 for each of up to 10 vehicles for
commercial use, and $1,500 for construction of charging stations for either commercial or personal use. The
credits would end after five years as the market for electric vehicles becomes more robust.
--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty

KEC Membership
We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you are
already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expiration date
for your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC.

Basic memberships help us maintain communication among our members for many of our activities.
Sustaining, Organizational and Lifetime memberships enhance our ability to implement our
education and advocacy responsibilities and to have a grant program to encourage innovative
environmental projects.
Membership levels are Student: $5; Golden Buckeye: $15; First-Year Member Special: $25;
Individual: $35; Household: $50; Sustaining: $100; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $500
To join or renew, send your name, address, phone number, email address and check made payable to
Kent Environmental Council, P.O. Box 395, Kent, OH 44240.
To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership
KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) status.

Visit our w ebsite at w w w ken tenvironm en t.org

Com m unicate w ith us on Facebook at
http://w w w .facebook.com /KentEnvironm ent

Com e for an inform al breakfast discussion environm ental issues at
Little City Grill every Friday at 8 a.m .

Watch for our new monthly evening meeting, time and location to be announced soon.
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