Making a Difference for the Environment
Locally and Globally Since 1970
February 2019

Serving Kent, Portage County and Beyond
Welcome to the February 2019 issue of the Kent Environmental Council newsletter.

Yes, Virginia, Climate Change Is Real
!

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), on her first day as speaker of the House of Representatives, said that "[Climate change is] the existential threat of our time. The entire Congress must work to put an
end to the inaction and denial of science that threaten the planet and the
future." She then proceeded to create the Climate Crisis Committee to help lead the nation to
take decisive action on climate change. While the committee has no subpoena power and
cannot write bills, acknowledgement from a legislative leader that the climate is
in crisis and the announcement that the house will studying the issue are two
huge steps. According to Rep. Kathy Castor (D-Fla.), chair of the new panel,
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi
"The Democratic caucus is unified under the belief we have to take bold action
on the climate crisis." She sees the committee's job as taking general concepts
of the Green New Deal (a separate effort) and turning them into a real policy framework and
legislative language and eventually law. The name of the committee is significant, as it will
Rep. Kathy
help to remind people about what is at stake when the committee reports its findings.
Castor
We need to contrast Pelosi's initiative with action of President Donald Trump's nominee for
administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, Andrew Wheeler, who did not read the
landmark federal report on climate change published in late 2018 that the EPA helped put together.
Wheeler does not believe the EPA has the authority to regulate carbon emissions in any significant
capacity and proudly supports dismantling the Obama administration's Clean Power Plan. To read
the Environmental Defense Fund's case against confirming Wheeler as the permanent EPA
administrator, click here.

Andrew
Wheeler,
EPA acting
administrato
r

Climate Reality Check: After several years of little growth, global emissions of carbon pollution
were up in 2018. In the United States, the Global Carbon Project estimates that from 2017 to 2018,
carbon pollution rose by 2.7%. Fossil fuels still account for 81% of energy use worldwide. The use of coal-the biggest carbon emitter--is rising. Even though countries are using more renewable fuels in an attempt
to reduce carbon output, emissions from cars and planes are increasing steadily. If you want to know more
about why carbon emissions are referred to as greenhouse gasses, click here for a great summary by the
Climate Reality Project.
Increased carbon emissions mean warmer temperatures, but local cold snaps are not
proof that climate change is a hoax. Weather is like a mood and is fleeting. Climate
is like a personality and more long-lasting and spans continents, hemispheres and
the planet. The recent climate report from the EPA points out that "over climate
timescales of multiple decades, however, global temperatures continue to steadily
increase." The reports cites numerous studies that show that 90% of the current

warming is caused by humans, with no credible alternative explanation supported by observational evidence.
The report also warns that "warming charged extremes have become more
frequent, intense, widespread or of long duration." Think of California's
catastrophic wildfires and heavy rains followed by mudslides and massive
hurricanes, just to name just two examples. The report says that damaging
weather in the United States cost nearly $400 billion from 2015 to the fall
of 2018. Global warming is changing how and where people live and
presents growing challenges to health, quality of life, the economy and
national systems that support the population. Increased air pollution will
cause more heart and lung problems. Diseases from insects and tropical infections will increase. Deaths
from heatwaves and nastier allergies will increase. The flooding of sewage system can cause the spread of gastrointestinal disease, and droughts in some regions can cause food shortages. The ice caps in both the Arctic and Antarctica
are melting much faster than expected (including ice the size of Idaho that was
lost during two weeks in February of 2018 in the Arctic). Two ice basins in the
Antarctic are threatened and, if both collapse, sea levels could rise by 92 feet,
submerging communities around the world. Rising seas and severe storm
surges will lower property values and force people to relocate. And the list
goes on....
According to a recent AP poll, disasters influence 75% of the public's thinking on climate
change. Their observations of natural disasters and the weather around them have more impact than stories or statements from leaders. The public increasingly believes that climate
change is real and is caused by human activity or an equal mix of human activity and natural causes. Only 1 in 10 attribute climate change to natural causes only. Cities, states and
businesses are moving forward and developing plans to cut carbon emissions rather than
rely on the federal government to take action. Fortunately, businesses are starting to account for estimated
climate change risks in their financial disclosures. Businesses also are starting to take climate risks more
seriously, although companies concerned with short-term challenges may not be accurately reporting longterm risks to their investors--sometimes issuing estimates 100 times smaller than the most conservative scientific estimate.
Climate scientists from the United Nation's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
predict that a climate catastrophe just 12 years away, with many ill effects already
evident. One can only hope that the 2018 U.S. Climate Report not only will make it more
difficult to ease regulations but also will spur limits on emissions and more investment in
research to develop clean energy technology. The world came together on limiting the
chemicals that were creating the ozone hole in the atmosphere, and the hole is disappearing. The world must do the same when it comes to halting climate change. That action
cannot come too soon. We have been warned, and we need to act. Now.
Sources: Akron Beacon Journal, November 24, 2018, December 6, 2018, December 12, 2018, December 13, 2018, January 23, 2019; RecordCourier, November 24, 2018, February 10, 2019; 314AcQon, January 9, 2019; Time, October 22, 2018; Climate Hawks Vote, January 4, 2019;
The Week, January 11, 2019.

--Lorraine McCarty

So, What Can I Do about Climate Change?
!

In a letter to the editor of the Record-Courier on January 12, 2019, Rick Hawksley, a former member of the
Kent Sustainability Commission, suggested the following:

"Take time to learn the impacts of climate change so you can speak to everyone you
know about the need to make changes, small and large, to change the course of this
catastrophe. Find ways today to reduce your impact on the world by consuming less
of everything, but especially energy and energy-intensive products. Vote for candidates who are knowledgeable and have the will to lead us to a responsible future."
Other suggestions about how to stay optimistic in the fight against climate change come from the Climate
Reality Project. Former Vice President Al Gore says, "In the struggle between hope and despair, I always
come out on the side of hope." We need to accept that the headlines aren't always sunny, and use community as an antidote to despair, so we can find the energy to look for inspiration in real world progress and find
ways to take action. But take care of yourself by getting out in natural spaces, taking breaks from the news
and science for a time. We need to be in the fight for the long haul. To read more, click here.
Check our next newsletter for some of the promising technologies for combating climate change. Also
check out our previous newsletters for innovations we have already covered.
--Lorraine McCarty

Did You Know . . .
!

Breathed: Toxic air, polluted enough to endanger health and development, by more than 90% of the
world's children under age 15, per a new World Health Organization report. (Source: Time, November 12,
2018)
U.S. carbon emissions spiked in 2018: Carbon emissions in the United States rose by 3.4% last year, the
biggest increase in eight years, according to a January 8 report from the Rhodium Group, an independent
research organization. The rise marks a change from recent years when emissions fell as renewable energy
became more popular. (Source: Time, January 21, 2019)
California city approves 25-cent fee on disposable cups (which the restaurants can keep): Berkley
City Council approved the measure as a way to transition residents from throwaway to reusable food containers and encourage people to bring their own cups to restaurants. The measure, called Disposable-Free
Dining, also requires restaurants to provide compostable takeout containers by mid-2020 and use only reusable plates and utensils for those eating in. Other disposable items can be given only if requested by the
customer. (Source: Akron Beacon Journal, January 24, 2019)
The portion of plastic waste that has never been recycled: It's 90.3%, according to the British Royal Statistical Society, who chose this as its international statistic of the year. (Source: Akron Beacon Journal, December 19, 2018)
Commit to phasing out plastic straws and stirrers and prioritizing the reduction of single-use plastics: Food service giants Bon Apetit Management Company and Aramark are taking action against plastics
that are trashing the planet. (Greenpeace brochure, 2018)
--Lorraine McCarty

Blue Orchard Bees: A Natural Solution to the Decline of Honeybee
!

With the noted decline in success of rearing honeybees, many growers and home gardeners have begun to
worry about the reliability of counting on honeybees alone for pollination of their crops and gardens. Besides the problems with maintaining hives of honeybees because of loss of habitat, pests and increased use
of harmful pesticides, there are several other reasons to look beyond honeybees for adequate pollution of
fruits and flowers. Honeybees are good, but not great, pollinators of many flowers. Their time per flower
is longer than some bees, and there are bees that carry more pollen per visit than honeybees. Honeybees
avoid pollinating members of the nightshade family (Solanaceae), which includes tomatoes, peppers, eggplants and potatoes. Honeybees avoid dim habitats (such as the edge of forests), become disoriented in greenhouses, and take the day off if it rains. Finally, honeybees
aren't fully active until May, although many flowering crops bloom from late March
through April. For these reasons, many people are looking for native bee species for
crop pollination. Bees that are gentle and easily handled are at the top of the list.
Among the best of these native bees for use in Northeast Ohio is the blue orchard bee
Honeybee
(Osmia lignaria).
The blue orchard bee (BOB, for short) is a member of the family of mason bees, so named because they lay
their eggs in small chambers walled off with mud, just as a mason lays bricks separated by cement. No
queen bees here. As with most bee species, these are solitary bees that build individual nests rather than an
organized social-colony hive headed by a quest. Bob overwinters in a cocoon, emerging when temperatures reach above 55 degrees Fahrenheit for several consecutive days. The males emerge
first, followed in a couple days by the females. The first thing the female BOB does is
mate with one or two males. After mating, she spends several days sucking up nectar
until her ovaries mature, then she gets down to business of building a nest. She will seek
out a nesting site that is a tube-shaped cavity around six inches long and just the right
diameter of 5/16 inch. When selecting a nest, the female BOB flies back and forth in
front of the hole to make sure she can remember exactly where it is located. She also
Blue orchard bee wants to be sure the correct type of mud--a silt-clay mixture moist enough to be balled
up--is in the vicinity to pack into the nest.
She begins building the nest by carrying some mud in her mandibles and packing it at the back of the nest.
Then she forages for pollen and nectar in nearby flowers, generally within 100 yards of the nest. BOBs prefer Rosaceae--flowers of the rose family, such as apples, pears, almonds and blackberries. The female BOB
can visit as many as 75 flowers in one trip to provision the nest with a mix of pollen and nectar; it takes
about 25 trips to provision one compartment in the nest. She flies from dawn until
dusk, even if it's windy or drizzly. When the compartment in the nest is sufficiently
provisioned, she lays a fertilized egg and then closes the compartment with a dollop of
mud. Next, she collects pollen and nectar for the next compartment, lays an egg and
closes it off. She builds the nest from the back to the front but, as she approaches the
front of the nest, she lays unfertilized eggs. Fertilized eggs become females, while unfertilized eggs become males; the sex ratio in BOBs is two females to three males.
When the nest is complete, she walls it off with a dollop of mud, then begins the
Blue orchard bee
process all over again, seeking a new nesting site and so on. Inside the nest the eggs
hatch. Each larva goes through three molts, then pupates and overwinters in the cocoon, hatching only
when the weather turns from cold to cool the following spring.
Think about all the flowers the female BOB visits to complete one compartment of the nest: 75 flowers per
trip x 25 trips per compartment = more than 1,800 flower visits, and there are about eight compartments per
nest. And each female BOB builds several nests during her lifetime, which is only four to eight weeks long.

Blue orchard
bee cocoon

Wow!! BOBs visit more flowers per minute than honeybees, and they collect more
pollen per visit than honeybees, making them highly efficient, valuable pollinators.
They are so valuable that a cottage industry has sprung up, selling mason bee "hotels,"
which provide the right length and diameter for BOB nests. But wait, there's more! You
also can buy BOB cocoons and mason bee mud. Mud, cocoons and "hotels" can then
be placed in an orchard or a flower garden. It has been noted that by encouraging BOBs
into an orchard, crop yields can be noticeably improved. The blue mason bee is active
early in the season, from late March through early June.

References:
Wilson, J.S., & Carril, O.M. (2016). The Bees in Your Backyard: A Guide to North American Bees. Princeton University Press. ISBN 978-0-691-16077-1
Wikipedia. Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osmia_lignaria
--Bob Heath

In Memoriam: Helen Gregory
!

When Helen moved from environmentally forward-thinking Boulder, Colorado, to Kent, she saw no
evidence of such consciousness in her new hometown. That dismay turned to delight when she came across
Ruth Meade, Walt and Nancy Adams, Joan Sturtevant, and Joyce Keller standing by a truck in Acme Plaza.
They were collecting newspapers as part of Kent Environmental Council's nascent recycling efforts. She
enthusiastically connected with the group, helping their efforts to clear the Cuyahoga
River banks and supporting the recycling program.
The recycling effort flourished, and a recycling center was built off Lake Street in
Kent, staffed by volunteers. Helen's first foray into fundraising began when money
was needed to support the fledgling recycling center. Recognizing that a recycling
center might not be of great interest to many potential donors, Helen conceived and
led a fund-raising effort to raise money for a Kent beautification program that also
would provide some funds to support the recycling center. That effort successfully
Helen Gregory (seated)
raised funds to help beautify entrances to Kent. The eight-year Haymakers Parkway
landscaping project along the State Route 59 bypass netted contributions totaling $70,000 from the
community. Helen enlisted the support of her husband, Stanford, to build an attractive Kent sign at the
north entrance to the city on Mantua Street. That carved wood sign grounded in cement continues to
welcome people to the city.
A talented writer, Helen launched a column for KEC in the Record-Courier titled "Eco-Focus," which was
published regularly for four years. Her columns covered a wide range of subjects with intriguing titles such
as:
Waste not with compost 'magic'
•
Try alternatives to junking junk mail
•
Thinking 'green' good idea for gifts
•
'Green' office means reducing waste stream
•
It's time to learn to love your leaves
•
Helen served as chair of KEC in the early 1990s and was member of the Portage Park District Foundation
Board. She also was engaged in other leadership and service efforts in the community. In 2018, Helen
received the Environmental Conservation Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Portage Park District.
Helen was a relentlessly positive person, and we will sorely miss her energy and encouragement.
--Jane Preston Rose and Ann Ward

EPA and Environmental Watch
!

The acting Environmental Protection Agency administrator and the Trump administration in general continue to support fossil-fuel use and deregulation at the risk of the
health and wellness of the people and the planet. Here are some of the actions they have
taken:
•Rollback of Mercury Regulations. The EPA and the Trump
administration have ordered a rollback of mercury regulations from
coal plants. Those regulations have cut mercury emissions from coal-fired
power plants by 85% in the last decade. Environmentalists have described
the regulatory rollback as snatching defeat from the jaws of victory. Mercury causes brain damage, learning disabilities, and other health defects in
children and enters the food chain through fish and other items people eat.
The Obama administration projected that mercury restrictions would prevent 130,000 asthma attacks and 11,000 premature deaths in the United States. The rule change for mercury emissions is in
the comment period.
•

Gutting of the Clean Water Act. The EPA and the Trump administration are attempting to gut the
Clean Water Act by exempting ephemeral streams and wetlands that have no aboveground connection to larger bodies of water--a move that would leave half or the nation's wetlands subject to pollution and destruction. Ohio has already lost 90% of its wetlands, and the gutting of the Clean Water
Act would harm another 50% of what is left. These intermittent streams, however,
are important to the health of the environment. They filter out pollutants, and the water flows to larger tributaries that provide drinking water to millions of people. Environmentalists say the administration's move favors developers and fails to heed basic
science that shows how these streams and wetlands prevent flooding by absorbing
significant amounts of rainwater and snowmelt that otherwise would reach larger
streams and basic scientific evidence that the streams and wetlands provide habitat for wildlife and
protection from predators. Nationwide, flooding causes $8 billion in damage every year to property
and crops. Agriculture already is largely exempted from the Clean Water Act (which adds to the
problem of algal blooms in Lake Erie). Industrial rights groups and rural landowners, however,
want to weaken the law further.

•

Carbon-Capture Rollbacks. The EPA has proposed rolling back
a regulation to require cutting-edge carbon-capture techniques for
new coal plants to remove what the agency calls "excessive burdens" on the energy industry.

•

Propping Up the Coal Industry. The Trump administration incorrectly blamed the coal industry's problems on overregulation aimed at decreasing carbon and mercury emissions and finding ways to deal with coalash disposal issues. The U.S. Energy Information Administration's annual
energy outlook, however, forecasts a 21% decline in coal production over the
next 20 years--an even steeper decline than expected two years ago when
there was more regulation of the industry. Technology developments that
have led to the shale gas revolution are providing a much cheaper alternative
to coal, and renewables have made faster than expected technological advances--leaving coal in the
dust.

•

Fixation on Natural Gas. The U.S. Gas Infrastructure Exports Initiative has as its mission to drive
sales of American natural gas by pumping dollars into pipelines and gas-producing facilities overseas. The organization is a coalition of companies, trade groups, law firms, a nonprofit think tank,
and at least five federal agencies. Launched a year ago, the organization continues to market liquified natural gas (LNG) as a
"clean" energy source that is clearly in U.S. economic interests.
The organization has funded 13 gas projects in more than 20
countries and generated more than $1.5 billion in exports. The
U.S. Trade and Development Agency (which describes itself as
"an independent agency of the United States government, established in 1961 to advance economic development and U.S. commercial interests in developing and middle income countries) is considering action to fund some of
the 40 international gas-related facility proposals it has received this year as part of its effort to help
countries in emerging markets develop the infrastructure necessary to be long-term recipients of
U.S. LNG exports. The United States has a handful of export terminals now, and plans call for a
dozen more. Environmentalists' support for LNG as a "clean" transitional alternative to coal and
diesel has eroded because methane leaks at oil and gas sites are 60% over estimates and because
LNG still emits a significant amount of carbon dioxide. Environmentalists say it is time to look beyond natural gas to renewables.

•

Limits on States' Ability to Block Interstate Pipelines. And last but not least for this month, the
Trump administration is considering taking steps to limit the ability of states to block
interstate pipelines. This action is aimed mainly at Northeastern and Midwestern
states. New York successfully blocked an interstate pipeline by denying a waterquality permit. Pipeline advocates say that states have abused their authority under
the Clean Water Act to block pipelines and that even if Trump tires to use an executive order to get what he wants, real change may require legislation to alter the
statute itself.

In more hopeful news, the states of California, New Mexico, New York and Washington have joined
conservationists and tribes to sue coal companies in an attempt to revive former
President Barack Obama's moratorium on new lease sales for federal lands that
hold billions of tons of coal. The moratorium was issued because coal is a source of
pollution that puts the climate and public health at risk. U.S. District Judge Brian
Morris is expected to issue a ruling in the coming months. The National Mining
Association argues that the moratorium was a voluntary step and that the Trump
administration has the right to end it. Environmentalists want to resume a sweeping
review of the moratorium's environmental effects.
Also, earlier this year, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia ruled that the EPA's delay in
implementing the Chemical Disaster Rule was unlawful. This ruling will expedite key protections to safeguard the public and first responders from chemical disasters.
Sources: Record-Courier, December 30, 2018; Akron Beacon Journal, December 7, 2018, December 13, 2018, December 21, 2018, January 22,
2019, January 26, 2019, January 31, 1019; EarthJusQce, October 30, 2018.

--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty

Recommended Reading
!

The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How They Communicate
By Peter Wohlleben
Drawing on groundbreaking new scientific discoveries, Wholleben tells us about
the previous unknown life of trees and their communication abilities. Much like
human families, tree parents live together with their family members, support
them as they grow--sharing nutrients with those trees that are sick or struggling
and creating an ecosystem that mitigates the impact of extremes of heat or cold
for the whole group. Trees in a family or community can live to be very old. In
contrast, solitary trees have a tough time and, in most cases, die much earlier
than those in a group. Wohlleben translates this knowledge into good forest
practices.
Grocery: The Buying and Selling of Food in America
By Michael Ruhlman
If you care about why you eat what you eat, and want to do something about
it, you need to read this book that talks about the growing and markeQng of
food and its costs to people's health.
--Karl Liske

Save the Dates
Date: April 27
Event: Portage Park District Environmental ConservaQon Awards Dinner
Loca:on: American Legion Hall, Kent
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Nomina:ons: KEC presents its own award at this event. If you have a suggesQon for KEC's Edith Chase
Award for ConservaQon, email Lis Regula by February 27. To nominate someone for one of the Portage
Parks Awards, click here for their nominaQon form, which is due by March 7.
Date: May 18
Event: River Day in Kent
Loca:on: Haymaker Farmers' Market
Time: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Date: June 7
Event: Edith Chaser Symposium
Loca:on: Kent State University College of Architecture and Environmental Design
Time: 7 p.m.

Descrip:on: Jim White, who spent 25 years leading work on both restoraQon and economic development
of the Cuyahoga River, the river's watershed and Lake Erie, will talk about the Cuyahoga River as "ResurrecQon River." A river-themed poetry reading is planned for late aeernoon.
Date: June 20
Event: ExQnguish Torch Fest
Loca:on: Downtown Kent
Time: 4:30 p.m.-7 p.m.
Descrip:on: A recovery celebraQon for the Cuyahoga River, marking 50 years since it caught ﬁre. ArQsQc,
musical and environmentally oriented fesQviQes will be part of the celebraQon.

The Environment in the News
!

Paperwork Filed to Shutter Davis-Besse
Akron Beacon Journal - February 8, 2019
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company filed two license-amendment requests with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission to prepare for its shutdown by May 31, 2020. The request is to prepare for
permanent removal of nuclear fuel from the reactor and reduced staffing after the plant closes. The
company is still pressing the Ohio legislature to consider subsidies so the plant can remain open.
State Fines Hazardous-Waste Handler
The Plain Dealer - January 25, 2019
Tier Environmental LLC, a hazardous-waste transfer, storage and disposal facility Pennsylvania, must pay
Ohio $300,000 in fines for recklessly having a higher than allowed amount of dangerous or hazardous
waste at its Bedford, Ohio, facility between March 2015 and May of 2015. The company exceeded limits
put in place to protect the public and the environment.
State Buys More Than 1,800 Acres for New Wildlife Area
Record-Courier - January 28, 2019
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources purchased this land for its 153rd wildlife area in Brown County
in southwestern Ohio. The property will be known as the Eagle Creek Wildlife Area. Hunting, fishing, and
wildlife viewing will be allowed when the area opens in the fall of 2019.
Pipeline Blast Investigated
Akron Beacon Journal - January 23, 2019
A gas line explosion in Noble County injured a resident with minor burns and damaged three homes. The
ground shook after the explosion. Investigators are working to identify the cause of the explosion.
Opponents of fracked gas pipelines say that it is time for the state to put the health and safety of the people
before corporate profits. Enbridge, the company involved, expressed concern for the safety of the
community and company's employees and is waiting for the results of the investigation.
Michigan House Approves Enbridge Pipeline Replacement in Great Lakes
CBS News - January 23, 2019
The House passed legislation to require a state authority to quickly approve Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder's
deal to replace twin oil-pipeline segments under the Straits of Mackinac. Enbridge would pay for the tunnel
required. Supporters of the pipeline say the project would help protect the Great Lakes from a potential
spill. Opponents want Line 5 to be shut down for up to 10 years while the tunnel and replacement segments
are being built.

Bus Companies Given EPA Grants to Replace Vehicles
Akron Beacon Journal - January 13, 2019
The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency awarded more than $8 million in grants to replace 26 aging
diesel buses in Portage, Stark and Summit counties. The Portage Area Regional Transportation Authority
received $380,293 to cover 80% of the cost to replace a 2007 diesel-powered bus with a new dieselpowered bus.
Huge Trash-Collecting Boom in Pacific Ocean Breaks Apart
Record-Courier - January 7, 2019
This plastic trash collecting boom, in place at the Great Pacific Garbage Patch since October 2018, broke
apart in the Pacific Ocean and is being hauled back to Hawaii to be repaired there (or to California if
needed). The boom's 24-year-old inventor, Boyan Slat, noted that the boom uses completely new
technology and that the need to tweak the device was expected. Slat added that he still hopes to one day
employ 60 such devices to skim plastic off the ocean.
Osborne Estate Agrees to Cleanup
The Plain Dealer - January 4, 2019
The $10.6 million cleanup and restoration of a nine-acre site adjacent to Mentor Marsh will be financed by
the estate of the late developer Jerome Osborne, ending a five-year-old lawsuit brought by the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency. Salt runoff for the past 50 years from Osborne's concrete and stone
companies polluted the marsh preserve, destroying trees, vegetation, fish and animals. Plans are for the
restored land to be sold to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, which established the nature preserve
in 1971. The disposal sites for the polluted soil, where the replacement soil will come from, and concerns
of the neighbors who will be impacted must be presented to the judge who oversaw the lawsuit before he
signs off on the settlement.
Portage Firefighters Train with Oil and Gas Industry
Record-Courier - December 23, 2018
Ohio firefighters, through the Ohio Firefighters Academies, received a free training provided by the Ohio
Oil and Gas Energy Education Program. They learned best practices for handling oil field and natural gas
events and were given a field guide, a spill response kit, Class B foam and other materials for their
departments to use. Ohio has 1,167 registered fire departments, and 61% of them are staffed by volunteer
personnel.
$1 Million Study Set for Berlin Reservoir
Akron Beacon Journal - December 21, 2018
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will update its study of the Mahoning River Basin, which includes the
Berlin, Mosquito and Kirwan reservoirs. Recreational users, residents, governmental officials and business
owners whose lifeblood is tied to the Berlin Reservoir want the recreational season to last longer. They
understand that officials need to release water in the summer to get ready for spring rains and to prevent
flooding, but want them to slow down the release to allow enough water for boat docks and ramps to be
usable past August. The existing procedure manuals are 40 years old.
Basking in the Sun
Record-Courier - December 3, 2018
Sirna and Sons Produce generate 35% of the power the company needs through 1,331 solar panels on the
roofs of their buildings. The company expects a six-year payback because of tax credits (which will soon
go away). Without the credits, the payback time would have been 10 years to 12 years. The company hopes
to make its business more marketable in the future and as energy efficient and environmentally friendly as
possible.

Firm to Study Yellow Creek Watershed
Akron Beacon Journal - November 30, 2018
Summit County is surveying ditches and streams as a first step in its efforts to address flooding in the
Yellow Creek Watershed, which is mainly in Bath Township but also extends into surrounding areas.
U.N. Says Earth's Ozone Layer Is Healing
Record-Courier - November 6, 2018
Damage caused by aerosol sprays and coolants is responding to the worldwide phaseout of ozone-depleting
chemicals, according to a report at a conference in Ecuador. The upper ozone layer above the northern
hemisphere should be completely repaired in the 2030s. The hole above Antarctica should disappear in the
2060s. The ozone layer, which starts at six miles above the Earth and stretches for nearly 25 miles, shields
the Earth from ultraviolet rays that cause skin cancer, crop damage and other problems; however, the
chemicals that replaced the chlorofluorocarbons that were eating away at the ozone need to be replaced
because they are still warming the globe. The Montreal Protocol will cut use of some of these gases in
2019.
—Summarized by Lorraine McCarty

KEC Membership
!

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you
are already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expiration date for your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC.
Basic memberships help us maintain communication among our members for many of our activities.
Sustaining, Organizational and Lifetime memberships enhance our ability to implement our education
and advocacy responsibilities and to have a grant program to encourage innovative environmental
projects.
Membership levels are Student: $5; Golden Buckeye: $15; First-Year Member Special: $25; Individual: $35; Household: $50; Sustaining: $100; Organization: $100; Lifetime: $500
To join or renew, send your name, address, phone number, email address and check made payable to
Kent Environmental Council, P.O. Box 395, Kent, OH 44240.
To join or renew online with PayPal, click here.
KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) status.
View our Website at www.kentenvironment.org
Communicate with us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironmen
Come for an informal breakfast discussion of environmental issues at Little City Grill
every Friday at 8 a.m. No reservations necessary.

