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Welcome to the June 2018 issue of the Kent Environmental Council newsletter. The focus for KEC in 
2018 is making connections. 

    !         Don't Kill That Queen! 

Those big, black-and-yellow bumblebees that you've been seeing lately are bumblebee queens looking 
for a nesting site and foraging for nectar and pollen.They do look menacing, if only because they're so 
large, but they won't harm you. So, you should not harm them.They're too busy looking for a suitable 
nesting site and building their hive to bother with you. If a bumblebee queen is killed, that is the end of 
the hive; each bumblebee hive typically produces about a thousand bumble bees in a year. 

Bumblebee queens are the only bumblebee to overwinter in the 
ground, in little spaces they choose late in the fall. All the worker 
bees die.In spring, the queens come out of their winter nests   
(hibernatoria) and begin to hunt for a suitable place to build their 
underground hive (generally from late March through mid-June). 
After they have found a suitable location, they begin to build the 
tunnels and rooms that become the hive.They also begin to lay 
fertilized eggs that will become the workers. After the female 
worker bees mature (about three weeks), they take over the task 
of foraging for nectar and pollen for the hive.The queen then 
stays in the hive for the rest of her life.Eventually, she will make 
some fertilized eggs to produce virgin queens and lay unfertilized 
eggs that become males.Long-story short: the males fertilize   
virgin queens as they leave the nest; once inseminated, the queens 
search for their hibernatorium; all the workers and the old queen die in the late autumn, completing the 
annual life cycle. 

Bumblebees are among the most efficient pollinators around--perhaps as much as 10 times more effi-
cient than honeybees. Bumblebees are very hairy and can hold a lot of pollen on their bodies. They also 
mix nectar with pollen to make a sticky ball that they glue to a special part of their hind legs.The rate 



that bumblebees visit a flower is faster than the visit of honeybees. Bumblebees also can fly from flower 
to flower faster than honeybees, and they can fly at lower temperatures and explore darker and more di-
verse habitats than honeybees. Although both honeybees and bumblebees are classified as 
generalists (i.e., they pollinate many different flowering species), bumblebees can pollinate crops such 
as tomatoes and peppers (crops of the family Solanaceae) that honeybees avoid. 

In short, although honeybees are having their problems in terms 
of population numbers, bumblebees may be able to cover for 
them in fields and with crops that require insect pollination. Even 
crops that are wind-pollinated have increased yields when insects 
pollinate them. As you may know, honeybees are not native to 
Northeast Ohio; rather, they are native to Europe and likely 
evolved in the Middle East or Asia. Bumblebees are native to 
North America and therefore may not be as susceptible to diseases 
as honeybees. Scientists just don't know that for sure. Honeybees 
have been studied extensively because of their economic signifi-

cance; native bees are only now coming under increased scrutiny for their pollination capabilities. 

Part of the effort to understand the abundance and distribution of bumblebees in Ohio is being coordi-
nated by the Bee Lab in the College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, at Ohio State 
University.  
 
Two statewide surveys are under way. The first survey focuses on 
bumblebee queens searching for a suitable location to develop 
their hive. The second survey aims to identify when and where 
bumblebee queens forage for nectar and pollen. This survey is 
done entirely by looking and primarily by volunteers such as my-
self. Volunteers do not capture the queens and instead identify the 
bee species on the fly--something that is easier said than done for 
a novice like me. I photograph them and then identify the species 
from the photos. Both surveys will last through June and then be 
analyzed by Dr. Jessie Lanterman, a post-doctoral professor in the 
Bee Lab.Stay tuned for the results to be reported at a later date. 

--Bob Heath 

  !         Progress Made in Holding Oil Companies Accountable 
. 
The Massachusetts attorney general wanted to obtain records from Exxon in regard to what the compa-
ny knew about the role fossil fuels have played in climate change. Exxon did not want to share company 
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documents and appealed the case all the way to the Massachusetts Supreme Court, where the court ruled 
against Exxon on May 11. 
  

Massachusetts officials began investigating the company 
when documents were leaked in 2015 indicating that Exxon 
knew the effects of climate change and therefore violated 
the state's consumer protection law when it sold its products, 
did not warn the public about the health risks of those prod-
ucts and sought to discredit the scientific evidence about 
climate change. Citizen pressure helped persuade the author-
ities to begin the investigation. 
  
Let's hope this is just the start of discovering what the oil 
companies knew and what they did. 

Sources:  The Hill, May 13, 2018; Climate Reality Project, May 13, 2018. 

--Lorraine McCarty 

!   Earth Day Focuses on Environmental Hazards of Plastics 

KEC participated in the Who's Your Mama festival in downtown 
Kent on Earth Day in April. Kudos to Standing Rock Cultural Arts 
again this year for a successful event. The booths were interesting, 
and the parade and poetry reading were inspiring. And kudos to 
Mother Nature, who cooperated with a beautiful, dry day. 

Many media reports and some KEC breakfast discussions, how-
ever, focused on plastics. The Great Pacific Plastic Patch between 
California and Hawaii is now four to 16 times larger than thought, 
according to a report by the nonprofit Ocean Cleanup Foundation 
published in the journal Scientific Reports. The foundation says 
the plastic patch contains 87,000 tons of plastic . . . and counting. 
To give some perspective, this patch is four times larger than Cali-
fornia. 

The patch was once thought to be formed by nearly invisible mi-
croplastics, but scientists now think most of the trash is larger 
pieces (such as bottles and buoys) and only 8% microplastics. The 
2011 tsunami disaster in Japan sent millions of tons of debris into 
the ocean, ocean liners continue dump their trash, and an unex-
pected half of the trash is from fishing nets. Fish eat the plastids, 
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and the fish eventually become part of the human food chain. The 
worry is that the longer officials wait to clean up the plastic patch, 
the more these larger items will decompose into microplastics and 
the harder mess will be to clean up. 
 

To address the problem, the 
Ocean Cleanup Foundation 
developed a mechanical system 
that floats through the water to 
concentrate the plastics into 
denser areas so they can be col-
lected by boats and hauled 
back to shore for recycling. 
The first system will be put to 
use this summer. 
  
Other efforts to stem plastics 
include the following: 

•In Seattle, a citywide 
ban on plastic straws and 
utensils where food and 
drinks are sold will begin in July. This Strawless in Seattle 
campaign follows similar moves by San Luis Obispo and 
Davis in California. 

• In Wales, activists are trying to rid the island of Anglesey of single-use plastic bottles, cutlery 
and straws to make the entire district plastic free. Plans for an islandwide water-refill system are 
being discussed. 

• During a KEC breakfast discussion, member Bob Wilson mentioned that imposing a 10-cent 
charge per plastic-film shopping bag caused the Irish to adopt the reusable bag practice. 

• Member Karl Liske wondered about a plastic tax like the proposed carbon tax that has been de-
bated in this country. The Irish example seems to indicate that marketplace measures can be ef-
fective. 

Sources: Time, March 19, 2018;  New York Times, March 22, 2018. 

--Karl Liske and Lorraine McCarty 
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Researchers have said that nets make 
up a surprising proportion of the waste 
they identified. Photo courtesy of Ocean 
Cleanup Foundation.

The	stomach	contents	of	a	sea	turtle,	ac-
cording	to	the	Ocean	Cleanup	FoundaEon,	
which	is	funding	research	into	plasEc	debris	

found	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	



!    KEC Member Recommends Online Sources for Information  
         Related to Earth Day 

KEC member Ann Ward recommends the following online sources relat-
ed to Earth Day: 

• Pay attention this year's Earth Day pitch to reduce plastic pollu-
tion. Americans use more than 500 million straws every day. For 
more information, go to https://www.earthday.org .  

• To learn about Volume 9 of The World's Water by the Pacific Institute, go to https://www.world-
water.org. 

• To see an interview by Trevor Noah of Matt Damon and Gary White on the  microloans they are 
giving to poor people around the world to help them connect to water utilities, go to https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sqeh-ycjiFU.  

!      Logging Planned Near Cuyahoga River Draws Ire of Neighbors 

Dr. Joe Ortiz and three residents of Geauga County— Kathryn Hanratty, John Clark and Andrew 
Trunek--spoke at the March 30th KEC informal breakfast about their opposition to the city Akron's plans 
to begin logging operations on land it owns at that county's LaDue Reservoir. 

The LaDue Reservoir, in the upper Cuyahoga River water-
shed, was built in 1963 as a water source for the city of 
Akron. The city also owns Lake Rockwell, which is located 
primarily in Franklin Township and Streetsboro and serves as 
the city's primary source of drinking water. About 16,000 
acres in Geauga and Portage counties were acquired by the 
city of Akron over many years for reservoirs and a protected 
buffer zone to keep the water clean and available. Much of 
that land is forested and is being considered for logging. The 
logging proposed at the LaDue Reservoir is being referred to 
as a pilot plan. 
  
Mature trees have deep roots to hold the soil. The trees also support 
a wealth of microhabitats vital to other organisms that are crucial to 
a functioning forest ecosystem. The residents at KEC breakfast are concerned that the plans put forward 
by the city of Akron could degrade the quality of the water in the reservoir. 
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Logging causes compaction and erosion of the soil, sedimentation and warming of the water, loss of fil-
tering roots, loss of protective canopy, and leakage of fuels and other pollutants from logging machinery. 
The possible consequences are an increased flux of nutrients and an increase in algal blooms and 
cyanobacteria, which can affect the skin and liver and overall health of fish in the reservoir. 
  
The group of Geauga County residents said they want to halt the logging until they are sure that the city 
of Akron has considered these factors because the land was acquired specifically for the protection of the 
water. The Upper Cuyahoga River has many trees, excellent aquatic biodiversity (50 species of fish, 
mammals, birds and reptiles), and is a scenic and popular stream for fishing, paddling and recreation. 
What happens in Geauga County, the group noted, flows downstream to Lake Erie and effects 15% of 
the people in the state. 

A timber harvesting plan, the group said, should address how to effectively harvest the trees with as little 
collateral ecological damage as possible and should address when and which trees are to be taken by 
what method, the environmental impact and controls for minimizing that impact, and how to repair any 
ecological damage resulting from the tree harvesting. 
  
When the city of Akron did share its plan, the group at the breakfast said, Geauga County residents were 
concerned because no one to oversee the logging was identified, the city hired a contractor for the log-
ging operation, and the company planned to use mechanical means to harvest the trees, which further 
disrupts the soil, compared to a team of horses pulling out the logs. The mechanical method is especially 
troubling, the group said, given following excerpt from a letter sent by the Akron Watershed Superinten-
dent in August of 2017 in regard to using the site for ATV recreation: 

"The City of Akron considers criminal trespass, especially with motorized vehicles, as a serious offense 
and actively prosecutes offenders. Erosion from heavy trespass and ATV use significantly increases the 
amount of sediment and pollutants that can make their way to Bridge Creek, as well as destroys valuable 
sensitive natural areas. Bridge Creek flows into LaDue Reservoir, which empties into the Cuyahoga 
River. The Cuyahoga River continues south to Lake Rockwell, which is the water supply for the City of 
Akron. The city purchased upstream properties many years ago to act as natural buffers to significantly 
reduce the amount of sediment and pollutants that reach Lake Rockwell Reservoir.” 

Clark, who has worked in the horticulture industry all of his life and ran a logging division for a time, 
said he has many concerns. He said he walked the land and counted the trees that are tagged. Clark not-
ed that one of the city of Akron's stated goals is to increase biodiversity on the LaDue Reservoir land by 
cutting down 420 trees. According to Clark's count, 594 trees have been marked to be cut: 

• 225 cherry trees (90% of the total to be cut, but only 10% had visible rot) 
• 163 maple trees 
• 22 beech trees (the species most impacted by any disruption) 
• 35 oak trees 
• 149 miscellaneous trees (e.g., locust, white ash, green ash, yellow birch, black tupelo and tulip) 

Clark asked how the removal of these trees improves biodiversity. He added that because the city is 
clearcutting the land all the way to the banks of the river, the area becomes vulnerable to the spread of 
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invasive species, including multiflora rose, which is on the property nearby. Just thinning the trees 
would help prevent the migration of invasive species, but all of the trees in this area are marked, Clark 
said. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Clark said, had zero interest in the issue because log-
ging is considered an agricultural activity and therefore not part of ODNR's responsibility. The city of 
Akron has noted that logging is a better option than selling the property. Clark noted that the Nature 
Conservancy suggested several profitable options other than logging, including raising $50,000 by sell-
ing carbon credits. At the end of four years, said Clark, the city would have made double the profit than 
it would from cutting down the trees, but Akron officials were not interested. 
  
As of mid-April, logging had not started. The logging was scheduled to begin by the end of March but 
was postponed until next year because of the federally protected endangered Indiana brown bat, but 
Hanratty said was not sure that the presence of the endangered brown bat would will delay the city's 
plans because city documents received through a public records request said that city officials were 
"ready to go" last summer. The group believes that the city is (or believes it is) immune to or      exempt 
from the rules that apply to other logging projects such as those on wetlands and stream setbacks. The 
group said it would be good to have a large number of people call the ODNR’s Division of Wildlife to 
ensure that the proper protections are being followed. 

For more information about efforts to protect the LaDue Reservoir, go to LaDueWatershedProtection on 
Facebook, or send an email to LaDuewatershedprotection@gmail.com. 

--Lorraine McCarty 
 

!    Did You Know . . .  

• There are more transistors in the world than there are leaves on all of the trees in 
the world. Think of cell phones. For example, one iPhone X contains 4 billion tran-
sistors (yes, that's billion--with a b). (NPR, May 7, 2018) 

• A National Science Fair contestant proved that mealworms can biodegrade plastics. 
Their digestive systems break the plastic down without harming the worms (as long 
as they also eat some potatoes or another source of food). The waste they produce is 
biodegradable. A dump truck of mealworms can consume an SUV's weight of poly-
styrene or other type of plastic in one year. (Source: NPR, May 18, 2018) 

• Many countries recycle waste from nuclear reactors into more nuclear fuel, but the United States does 
not. In the 1960s, the United States had a few nuclear-reactor facilities with the capacity to do so but, 
in 1977, President Jimmy Carter banned all nuclear reprocessing, citing the fear of nuclear prolifera-
tion among governments or terrorists. President Ronald Reagan lifted the ban four years later, but by 
then it was too expensive to reopen the plants, and economic considerations have prevailed ever since. 
(Source: Smithsonian, March 2018) 
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• Sixty percent of plants in the world's richest forests are at risk of extinction in the next century unless 
stronger measures to combat client change are implemented, according to a landmark study published 
in the journal Climate Change. (Source: Time, April 2, 2018) 

• Climate change could displace 13 million people by 2050, according to the World Bank. The mass 
movement of people in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and Latin America is likely to create hot spots 
with tens of millions of people moving into crowded slums, putting pressure on national and local 
governments. (Source: Time, April 2, 2018) 

--Lorraine McCarty 
 

   

      !            EPA and Environmental Watch 

Well, the main news reporting about the EPA has been all the revelations about 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's spending excesses and ethics violations. One 
Washington Post editorial titled "A Swamp Monster Is Running the EPA" seems to 
say it all. There are multiple ethics hearings and investigations being conducted. 
Pruitt blames much of the spending on others in his employ, and President Donald 
Trump is standing by him for now. 

The other headlines I saw recently had to do with the EPA and the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration both reviewing the vehicle pollution standards set by the Obama ad-
ministration to curb climate change and are proposing to weaken them. The standards now say that when 
a company purchases a new fleet of vehicles, those vehicles must get 36 miles per gallon in real-world 
driving by 2025--about 10 miles per gallon more than what is mandated today. Automakers claim that 
because people are buying bigger vehicles in response to low gas prices, they will have trouble reaching 
the new miles-per-gallon standards. Environmental groups say the current standards save motorists 
money at the pumps and decrease health risks of pollution, and the technology is available for industry 
compliance. California and a dozen other states were given permission to keep their even higher stan-
dards, but Pruitt is vowing to fight them rather than let a few states determine policy for the rest of the 
country. The original standards reflect years of research, technical assessments, science, and much input 
from stakeholders and the public; the proposed weakening proposed by Trump and Pruitt can make no 
such claim. 

And speaking of science, the good news is that Congress rejected proposed budget cuts to science-based 
agencies, including the EPA. Instead, they increased funding levels for several programs that are critical 
to the country and countered the move by the Trump administration to weaken evidence-based decision-
making. The increased funding includes $33 million more for sustainable agriculture research and 149% 
more to support disaster preparation for communities. 
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Pruitt, however, continues to make things difficult for scientists in another controversial move. In 
March, Pruitt told the conservative Daily Caller that he will stop the EPA from using any studies that are 
not based entirely on data accessible to the public. While this move will increase transparency, as he 
states, it would exclude research that relies on private health information and rules out doing essential 
public-health research that can save lives. Scientists are left wondering how to help public health and 
decision-making if those who make the decisions do not want to use science.  I, too, am puzzled. 

(Sources: Union of Concerned Scientists, March 28, 2018; Akron Beacon Journal, March 31, April 4, 
April 6, April 15, April 27, 2018; Time, April 16, 2018.) 

--Lorraine McCarty 

!    The Environment in the News 

EPA Walks Back Safety Rules 
Akron Beacon Journal - April 18, 2018 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt signaled that he will rescind many of the 
rules on safety and risk-management at 12,500 U.S. facilities, including chemical plants and refineries, 
saying that this will reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens. But the Environmental Working Group says 
it's hollowing out the original Obama-era safety upgrades. 

Legislators Could Use Wind-Farm Regulations 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 18, 2018 
The Ohio Senate is trying to encourage wind-farm development by eliminating the restrictive rules that 
previous GOP leadership slipped into a budget bill in 2014 that requires wind turbines to be at least 
1,125 feet from the nearest property line. At the same time, the Ohio Senate is proposing requiring elec-
tric companies to sell more green energy produced by wind, solar and hydro projects (8.5% by 2026) 
and to help customers use less electricity. The house version last year kept the restrictive versions. These 
and other proposals are expected to be part of ongoing discussions that may take some time to come to 
fruition. 

EPA Awards Grants 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 6, 2018 
The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is awarding almost $4 million in grants this year to 60 local 
governments, businesses and nonprofits to establish recycling, liter prevention, recycling market devel-
opment and scrap tire recycling programs. Keep Akron Beautiful was awarded money for trash recepta-
cles, while Cuyahoga Falls schools received money for school supplies, a pop-up tent, t-shirts and bill-
boards. 
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Report Backs Electric Buses 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 4, 2018 
The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is awarding almost $4 million in grants this year to 60 local 
governments, businesses and nonprofits to establish recycling, liter prevention, recycling market devel-
opment and scrap tire recycling programs. Keep Akron Beautiful was awarded money for trash recepta-
cles, while Cuyahoga Falls schools received money for school supplies, a pop-up tent, t-shirts and bill-
boards. 

Lead Issues 
1A - May 1, 2018 
The Massachusetts Public Interest Research Groups issued a new report saying that states should move 
quickly to replace diesel-fuel bus fleets with electric-powered buses to help wean the United States off 
fossil fuels, which harm public health and contribute to climate change. More than 60% of U.S. buses 
run on diesel and another 18% on natural gas. Only 0.2 % are all-electric. 

Ohio National Guard Earns Environmental Award 
Record-Courier - April 22, 2018 
The Secretary of the Army award for environmental restoration was given to the multiagency Ravenna 
Army Ammunition Plant Environmental Restoration individual/team, recognizing its long-standing 
cleanup program. This cleanup enabled the military to expand its training at Camp Ravenna. 

'Cyber Blind Spot' Threatens Energy Companies 
Record-Courier - April 29, 2018 
Symantec Corp., one of several firms working with the energy industry, is tracking at least 140 groups of 
hackers targeting the energy industry, up from 87 in 2014. This escalating issue is a problem because 
even minor attacks can jump between systems and cause a ripple effect. In a recent disruption at one 
company, corporate software caused disruption in communications for five other companies. Moving to 
systems involved in operations is not hard at all for experienced hackers. The industry has been adding 
electronic sensors and other monitoring capabilities to track oil and gas wells and pipelines, and elec-
tronics are used to constantly adjust flows with automatic valves in place to shut down flows in case of 
an accident. All of this is hackable. Another vulnerability is that many companies have IT security head-
ed by their chief information officer, while operations security staff report to a different boss, resulting 
in a communications delay. Energy companies are spending less than 0.2% of revenues on cybersecurity. 
This is a third less than financial institutions spend. Industry consultant Brian Walker is working with 
companies on this issue but admits that "it's scary." 

When Nuclear Plants Close 
Akron Beacon Journal - Commentary - April 23, 2018 
The job of curbing climate change gets much tougher when nuclear plants close because a massive 
amount of clean energy, which does not emit greenhouse gases, is lost. Nuclear plants have become fi-
nancially stressed because of the abundance of cheaper natural gas, but the closing of the Davis-Besse 
and Perry nuclear plants will result in an additional 21 million metric tons of carbon emissions each 

�10



year. This is like adding 44.5 million cars to the road each year and would reverse emissions benefits of 
all the renewable generation installed over the past 25 years. An analysis performed for Nuclear Matters, 
a nuclear advocacy group, says that even with adding renewables at their current rate, clean energy 
would not return to its current levels until 2034. Renewables do need to be increased, but carbon emis-
sions also need to be cut back substantially. Nuclear power does come with complications, but the ques-
tions is what to do now. 
  

Study: No Drop in Pollutants Feeding Lake Erie Algae 
Record-Courier - April 23, 2018 
Research shows no clear decrease in the phosphorus and nitrogen that have fed the persistent Lake Erie 
algal blooms for the past five years and that the chemicals flow from Ohio's streams and rivers into the 
western end of Lake Erie through agricultural runoff. Last month, the Kasich administration said it was 
looking for legislation to require farmers to reduce how much fertilizer ends up in the lake. 

Ohio EPA Gets Scolded 
Akron Beacon Journal - Our Opinion - April 16, 2018 
Last week, Judge James Carr of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio in Toledo said 
that the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency compounded inaction with inaction when it failed to 
designate Lake Erie as "impaired" by harmful algal blooms when doing so would have triggered the fur-
ther obligation to set "total daily maximum loads" of pollutants to meet federal clean-water standards, 
which not only protect drinking water but also recreational uses. Carr also cited the federal EPA for its 
failure to hold state officials accountable for the state's failure to act. He traced the problem with algal 
blooms to 2012. While federal EPA officials have for years accepted the state's reasoning that the open 
waters were not impaired, in January 2018 the federal agency reversed its decision to accept this reason-
ing. In March the Ohio EPA stated that it would move this way too. The judge said the state's legal ma-
neuver was done so the court would be unable to rule on the merits of the lawsuit by environmental 
groups; however, Carr made it clear that his court still retains jurisdiction. Ohio EPA director Craig But-
ler said that recent monitoring has found phosphorous levels more than twice the desired level, which 
shows that "we haven't moved the needle to meet our goal" of 40% reduction by 2025." Ohio has now 
joined Michigan and Ontario in committing to meet this reduction. 

California Company Fined 
Akron Beacon Journal - April 12, 2018 
Greka Oil and Gas was fined $12.45 million by California regulators for nearly 1,500 violations in the 
past year at an oil filed in Orange County, California. The company also falsified 350 reports, failed to 
conduct regular pressure testing at dozens of wells and did not maintain operating-pressure gages. The 
high penalty reflects the potential harm the violations could cause to nearby communities, the environ-
ment and groundwater. 

�11



FirstEnergy Solutions Begins Long Journey 
Akron Beacon Journal - April 8, 2018 
FirstEnergy Solutions filed for bankruptcy on March 31. The court case involves some 14,000 creditors, 
billions of dollars of debt, an army of lawyers, and an unclear future for nuclear and coal power plants. 
FirstEnergy Solutions, a subsidiary of FirstEnergy, will continue operating with a court-supervised reor-
ganization. The Chapter 11 bankruptcy process could take years, and business and residential customers 
must wait a while to see how this will impact them financially. 

Pipeline Oil Spill Twice as Big 
Akron Beacon Journal - April 8, 2018 
A crude oil spill from the Keystone Pipeline near Amherst, South Dakota, last November was nearly 
double the amount estimated. The new figures show that about 407,000 gallons was spilled onto farmland 
when the TransCanada pipeline broke. 

Antarctica Experiencing Glacial Retreat 
Time - April 6, 2018 
Satellite tracking software showed that 10.7% of Antarctica's oceanfront glaciers are retreating significantly 
faster than average. According to a British scientific team, warm open water melts the ice from below, con-
tributing to rising sea levels. 

Clean Energy Project Begins at PNC Center 
Akron Beacon Journal - April 5, 2018 
Work has begun on an $8.5 million energy efficiency project at PNC Center in downtown Akron. A new 
chiller, new boilers, new lighting and other energy efficient upgrades has been funded through a new 
method called property-assessed clean energy financing. Ohio is one of 28 states to allow it, and local offi-
cials worked with the Development Finance Authority of Summit County to bring it to Summit County. 
Bond sales will cover the project and then be repaid over 18 years. 

Coping with Compressor Stations 
Faith Communities Together (FACT) Newsletter - March 2018 
Natural gas compressor stations represent a significant public health problem according to a report prepared 
for the Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental Health Project dated October 12, 2017. For the first time, it 
compiled emissions data and the health effects of those emissions side-by-side and described the potential 
health effects of 70 toxic chemicals found at 18 Title V compressor stations in New York. By volume, the 
largest emissions are nitrous oxide, carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, formaldehyde and par-
ticulate matter. These emissions are linked to 19 of 20 major categories of human disease, including respi-
ratory and cardiovascular diseases, neurological and developmental diseases, and cancer. To read the full 
report, click here. More than 2,000 compressor stations are estimated to be operating under Title V permits 
in the United States (along with an equal or greater number of non-Title V stations). Given the volume and 
toxicity of chemicals released by the 18 facilities in this study, natural gas compressor stations do represent 
a significant national public health issue. Note that the hundreds of toxins in fracked gas that were not part 
of this report and that several compressor stations are slated for Ohio, including the Solar Titan in Guilford 
Township in Medina County and for the Nexus and Rover pipelines--all of which will increase emissions 
and public health risks in Ohio. 
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Hurricane Harvey's Toxic Impact Deeper Than Public Told 
The Plain Dealer - March 23, 2018 
According to the Associated Press and the Houston Chronicle, more than 100 Harvey-related toxic releases 
occurred on the land, in the water and in the air--most never publicized. Only a few were investigated by 
federal regulators, and 89 were investigated by state officials; however, no enforcement actions have been 
announced. The affected area is home to 500 chemical plants, 10 refineries, and more than 6,670 miles of 
oil, gas and chemical pipelines. As The Plain Dealer reported, "nearly half a billion gallons of industrial 
wastewater mixed with storm water surged out of just one of these chemical plants." The industry itself re-
ported dozens of tons of chemicals, but soil and water testing by state and federal regulators was mostly 
limited to superfine toxic sites, such as one where protective caps was damaged. Air testing was more ex-
tensive, but few with few details announced other than public reassurance that the air posed no health 
threat. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regional office spokesman now says that it might not 
have been a bad idea to inform the public about the worst of dozens of spills. The state has a number of 
open investigations, and an after-action review is pending. 

Shale Pipeline Operator to Pay Fine in Air Pollution Case 
Record-Courier - March 25, 2018 
Two subsidiaries of Ohio-based MPLX, which processes and transports natural gas and natural gas liquids 
and oil to Ohio's and Pennsylvania's shale fields will pay $610,000 to settle complaints by Pennsylvania 
and the federal government that the two subsidiaries violated air pollution laws. The consent decree also 
requires both subsidiaries to install equipment to reduce emissions of smog-forming pollutants at compres-
sor stations and pipeline maintenance points in eastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania. 
 --Summarized by Lorraine McCarty 

!      KEC Membership 

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you 
are already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expira-
tion date for your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC.    
                           We need your support to do our work.  

Just send in your name, address, phone, email address and your check made payable to:  
                                                                                                            Kent Environmental Council                                                          
and mail to:      KEC, P.O. Box 395,Kent, OH 44240.  
To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership. 

Membership levels are $45, Sustaining; $35, Family; $25, Individual; $15, Golden Buckeye; $10, Stu-
dent; $500, Lifetime; and $200, Organization.  KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization 
has a 501(c)(4) status. 

View our Website at www.kentenvironment.org 

Communicate with us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironmen 

Come for an informal breakfast discussion of environmental issues at Little City Grill  
every Friday at 8 a.m. No reservations necessary..  
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