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Welcome to the January 2018 issue of the Kent Environmental Council newsletter. The 
focus for KEC in 2018 is making connections.

�     Not All Insect Pollinators Are Like Honeybees

As you probably know, Beth and I keep honey bees--for fun, honey and aggravation-
though not necessarily in that order. You probably also know that 
honeybees are having substantial problems maintaining their 
populations because of habitat loss, toxic pesticides and predators. 
If you're like us and most people, you look at all insect pollinators 
as having the same problems as honeybees; however, all insect 
pollinators are not the same. Unlike honeybees, which are social 
insects, some insect pollinators are solitary. Also, some insect 
pollinators are more efficient at the task than honeybees and can �1
explore a wider range of habitats than honeybees. Finally, not all 
insect pollinators in Ohio are in decline. 

Here I would like to focus on an 
important insect pollinator that most of us just shoo 
away when it gets in our face: the common eastern 
bumblebee (Bombus impatiens, if you're into Latin 
names). Now, I'm not talking about the big bee with 
the "shiny hiney"--that's the eastern carpenter bee that 
people often swat away thinking it's a bumblebee. 
Bumblebees are fairly large insects, up to 21 mm 
long, with very hairy bodies. Both their thorax and 
their abdomen are covered in soft bristles. The bristles 
are branched and look like feathers under the 
microscope. The bristles are referred to as plumose        

  bristles.
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Having feathery bristles over most of their body makes bumblebees very efficient 
gatherers of pollen. They buzz pollinate the flowers they visit. Bumblebees move into the 
flower's vestibule and then rapidly vibrate their wing muscles, dislodging a cloud of pollen. 
The pollen attaches to the plumose bristles through electrostatic attraction. The bees then 
pack pollen into concave pouches (corbicula) on their hind legs.

Bumblebees are important because they can explore a wider variety of habitats than 
honeybees. Bumblebees can forage for pollen at cooler temperatures (from April through 
October) and in darker habitats (e.g., forest edges) than honeybees. Also unlike honey 
bees, bumblebees can pollinate flowers in greenhouses, where honeybees become 
disoriented. For this reason, bumblebees often are used in commercial greenhouses. But 
don't they sting? The answer is, "It depends." Stingers are modified ovipositors 
(specialized organs for depositing eggs), so only female bumblebees can sting; male 
bumblebees are harmless and can be identified by a yellow "moustache" just below their 
large eyes. Unlike honeybee drones (males), bumblebee males are pollinators as well as 
guard bees. Even though they can't sting, they can get in your face, literally, hoping to 
scare would-be predators to the nest.

Bumblebees nest in the ground, generally taking up residence in 
an abandoned rodent hole. Typically, one nest has one queen 
and about 450 workers. The queen and female workers are 
often found on red clover, while males become more 
predominant in autumn and prefer to visit asters and goldenrod. 
Perhaps because they can explore a wider range of habitats 
over a longer season, bumblebees are considered among 
Ohio's most important pollinators. The population is not in 
decline.

To read more, click here.  

References:
Denise Ellsworth. (Dec. 2017). Pollinator Short Course, OARDC
Common Bees & Wasps of Ohio Field Guide - ODNR Publ. No. 5488 (0417).
 
--Bob Heath

     Curious Creatures Exhibit at Akron Zoo and Climate Change 

The Akron Zoo explains some interesting facts about the curious creatures in its exhibit 
and posts the effects of climate change on them and the wider world:
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• Many scientists believe that the moon jellyfish is an 
important indicator species of how climate change is 
impacting the oceans. Moon jellyfish population 
numbers actually have increased because ocean 
temperatures have been staying warmer. The 
increase in the jellyfish population is negatively 
impacting fishing industries.

• As the climate warms, jellyfish populations grow. 
Studies have found that Pacific sea nettles seem to 
prefer zooplankton, which is an important food source for a 
variety of other ocean animals. As sea nettle populations 
increase, less food is available for other populations of fish and marine mammals.

• The oceans absorb the carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere when humans 
burn fossil fuels, and that absorption changes the chemistry of the ocean. It’s called 

ocean acidification. Acidification reduces the amount 
of calcium in the oceans. Just as humans need 
calcium to build bones, sea creatures such as crabs 
and lobsters need calcium too build strong 
skeletons and shells. Because octopi eat mainly 
lobsters, crabs and shrimp, octopi are directly 
impacted by the effects of climate change.

• Scientific evidence indicates that the yellow stingray 
population is decreasing with the increase in ocean 
temperatures brought on by climate change. Loss 
and destruction of coral 

reefs and seagrass beds may be affecting the population 
as well.

• Mantis shrimp are well-equipped to adapt to the types of 
climate-induced changes expected within their ecosystem. 
A lucky situation for them.  However, the prey they feed 
upon cannot adapt so well to climate change.

--Lorraine McCarty

     Climate Advocacy for All 

Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore hosted a live global broadcast with 24 hours of 
conversation on climate change with people worldwide and drawing 32 million views 
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online. Gore notes that these numbers show that no matter what is 
happening in the White House, the people of the world are together on 
the topic of climate change and the need to respond to the problem.

        
If you're ready to continue taking action, download the Climate Reality 
Project's action kit "Be the Voice of Reality: 
Twelve Ways to Make a Difference," and get started today.

--Iris Meltzer

     City Arborist Talks about Trees in Kent at KEC Informal Breakfast      
         Meeting 

Brad McKay, arborist for the city of Kent (along with responsibility for other duties in the 
Service Department), talked to KEC members at breakfast in November. He noted

that 72,000 tree-planting sites in the city have had a tree planted 
in that location from one week to 50 years ago. In urban forestry, 
said McKay, the goal is for every tree to last 100 years, but this 
does not always happen. The first 25 years of a tree's life are the 
most important and is the period when the tree needs the most 
help with regular pruning to ensure a central leader going up with 
branches out to the side. When this happens, said McKay, the 
tree can be inspired to grow the tallest and last the longest that it 
can.

Part of McKay's job is to decide what to 
plant. Kent uses the industry standard--not planting more than 
30% of any one species of tree to protect the stock in case of 
disease or
infestation. The majority of the cost of trees is for maintenance. 
McKay said he tries to plant the largest and longest-lived trees 
possible in every site--trees that can handle the site. Things like 
concrete and asphalt roads and parking areas, road salt, and 
other types of runoff can affect a tree's health. Some trees that 
can handle such environments. Native trees are more adaptable 
in nature but don't fare well along streets and the accompanying 
runoff of road salt in the winter. Red maples are the most-
frequently planted trees in the city and also a lot of ash, both of 
which do not mind salt and wind. 

Like people, said McKay, trees can get sick and then they need
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help to get well. Temperature, drought, gypsy moths, oak blight, emerald ash borer and 
other pests can cause problems. That's why the cost for trees is more than just the 
purchase price. Also included is the cost of the work needed to maintain the trees. 
Sometimes city personnel do this, and sometimes workers from Davey Tree step in to 
help.
 
City trees on tree lawns can cause issues with residents, which McKay also handles as 
part of his job. Common issues include disagreements about the 
kind of tree planted on the tree lawn and emotional attachments 
with one kind of tree over another. McKay notes that so far, he 
has been able to find a solution these and other disagreements.
 
The city also has a volunteer Shade Tree Commission, which 
McKay advises. As a city employee, however, McKay cannot 
lead the commission. He also talks with Kent State University's 
arborist at times. He also noted that the city of Kent does not have any specific zoning 
regulations that pertain to plantings required for new construction.
 
--Lorraine McCarty

     Did You Know . . .        

. . Death Valley's average temperature in July 2017 was 107.39 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Phoenix, Arizona, hit 119 degrees, and some flights at Phoenix 
Sky Harbor International Airport were canceled as a result. Alvaz, Iran, reached 
129 degrees, possibly the hottest temperature ever reliably recorded on earth.
 
 . . . Hurricane Harvey dropped 24.5 trillion gallons of water on Texas and 
Louisiana, making it the most extreme rain event in U.S. recorded history.
 
. . . American Electric Power will build a 200-megawatt wind farm in Oklahoma. It will be 
the largest single-site wind farm in the United States.
 
Source: Sierra, November/December 2017.

     Heard at KEC Breakfast 

Here is some of the information you may have missed at KEC's informal 
breakfast meetings this year:

• One million water bottles a minute are used worldwide (91% of these are 
not recycled).
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• Elon Musk built the world's largest battery and connected it to a wind farm in South 
Australia. The 100-megawatt battery farm is as big as a football field and has 
enough storage capacity to power more than 30,000 homes.

• Twenty-one projects using Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funds have been 
completed in six of the eight Great Lakes states.

• An incoming U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
science panel member believes the air is too clean to 
promote good health. Robert Phalen, an air pollution 
researcher at the Irvine campus of the University of 
California, said in 2012 that children need to breathe 
irritants so that their bodies learn how to ward them 
off. "My most important role in science is causing 
trouble and controversy," he said in the 2012 interview 
when his remarks caused controversy. Phalen is one 
of 17 new appointees to the EPA's Scientific Advisory Board, which helps develop 
environmental policy. Other nominees include scientists from the oil industry, a 
chemical industry trade association, and various universities and consulting groups.

• The Galapagos Islands are a province of Ecuador.   
Concern about the pollution that offloading oil would 
have on the country's wildlife, the environment, and 
tourism, power producers in Ecuador have relied on 
100% renewable energy sources (i.e., solar and wind) 
for the past few years. When it makes economic sense, 
it can be done.

• Block Island, located just south of the Rhode Island mainland, is powered by 100% 
renewable wind energy generated offshore. Block Island also is sending electricity 
back to the mainland U.S. rather than getting power from the mainland. Again, 
economic incentives can fuel environmental policies.

• English fashion designer Stella McCartney is using non-endangered, 
sustainably managed forests to make her fashion products from 
viscose and lyocell (rayon), which she sees as the only "forest friendly" 
way to produce fabrics. Each year, more than 120 million trees are 
logged for fabric production and usually not in a sustainable manner. 
Deforestation has negative impacts, such as the loss of habitat for 
millions of species who live in forests and is one of the key drivers of 
climate change, releasing an average of 3 billion tons of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere each year. In her sustainably managed 
forests, no insects are killed or harmed. Polyester takes 200 years to 
degrade. Microfibers shed into rivers and oceans, and 80 billion pieces 
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of clothing contain microfibers. These fabrics are not sustainable for the planet. 
McCartney also is looking into the development of the next generation of 
sustainable fabrics made from recycled fabrics and agricultural residues. It's a triple 
win for everyone.

--Lorraine McCarty

       Top 10 Reasons Why We Need the EPA 

Why do we need the Environmental Protection Agency? Because 
the federal agency is responsible for the following tasks that help 
the planet continue to be a livable habitat for humans and 
animals alike:

1 Keeping the air clean
2 Keeping the water clean
3 Helping states to keep their environments safe and healthy
4 Maintaining the Superfund program
5 Ensuring that every company in America follows the laws that protect clean air and 

water
6 Using sound science to develop ways to help produce safer chemicals and protect 

people from harmful ones
7 Fighting for environmental justice
8 Reducing waste and helping with the cleanup process when harmful substances 

pollute the country's land
9 Evaluating and curbing pesticide risks
10 Combatting the global climate crisis

Source: Sierra Club newsletter

--Lorraine McCarty

    EPA and Environmental Watch 

Well, there are at least two current examples of the courts 
continuing to protect the environment from the Trump 
administration:

• The 9th U.S. District Court of Appeals kept a 2012 freeze on mining uranium on 
more than 1 million of acres around the Grand Canyon. But beware--a U.S. House 
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of Representatives committee is set to hear testimony on access to minerals on 
public lands.

• An Oregon court of appeals ruled that Portland's 2016 fossil fuel infrastructure ban 
within the city limits does not violate the Interstate Commerce Clause of the 
Constitution--a big win for climate action.

Meanwhile, the Trump administration is still trying to undo regulations, has slowed actions 
against polluters and has put limits on enforcement officers. Consider the following Trump 
administration actions:

• Rescinded proposed rules on fracking and other oil and gas drilling practices on 
federal lands.

• Proposed a five-year plan to open up offshore oil and gas drilling, which was shut 
down after the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. The plan would permit drilling from 
Florida to Main and off California. There was immediate opposition from some 
governors. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke says the administration's action is meant 
to start a national discussion.

• Wiped out financial incentives for wind and electric car purchases with a provision 
in the new tax law signed by President Trump. This legislation also opened up the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling.

• Sought comments on making the rules that protect underground miners from black 
lung disease and cancer less burdensome on mining company owners by using 
technology and decreasing the frequency of inspections.

• Ignored extensive evidence that the hazardous waste incinerator plant owner near 
downtown East Liverpool, Ohio, has repeatedly and illegally released harmful 
pollutants into the air. The East Liverpool City Council sent an official protest letter 
to the EPA. More than a dozen other plants nationwide received notices of violation 
toward the end of the Obama administration but, as of late November 2017, none 
had faced EPA penalties, including Timken Steel of Canton. Also, a change in 
Ohio's budget for 2918 cut funding for an inspector in East Liverpool.

• The 92-acre S.H Bell plant, which services the metals, minerals, and gas and oil 
industries and is located near the East Liverpool plant, had the highest 
concentration of manganese in the United States. This chemical has been 
absorbed by area children, as shown in tests of their blood and hair, resulting in 
lower I.Q. scores (which the company contests).

• In the first nine months of his time as head of the EPA, Pruitt's enforcement actions 
at the EPA have been measurably fewer and smaller than during the same period 
of the previous two administrations. Pruitt filed about a thousand fewer cases and 
sought almost $9 billion less in damages in those cases, including environmental 
repairs and fines.

• Removed from EPA officers across the United States the authority to order certain 
air and water pollution tests without receiving permission from Washington. In 
Chicago, this change resulted in only one such request for a single facility in the 
four months after Pruitt's, as opposed to 4.2 per month the previous year for a total 
of 50 facilities per year. Denver saw a similar decline. Internal EPA memos clearly 
discouraged EPA officers from ordering pollution tests, with the result that far fewer 
test requests are being drafted by officers fearful of doing something wrong.
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• The EPA no longer calls for random air and water pollution tests (even when the 
agency gets tips that major pollution releases are occurring), making it harder to 
detect violations.

• Many EPA enforcement duties have been handed off to state authorities; at the 
same time, however, the EPA has cut grants to help states pay for testing.

Time magazine states that Pruitt has used a strategy to publicly debate climate science to 
undermine it while working to weaken regulations behind the scenes, which seems to 
describe what I see. Time also note that Pruitt's moves alarm not only environmentalists 
and public health advocates but also many moderate Republicans, who worry that Pruitt 
will tip things so far that when the next president comes, in there will be a severe backlash. 
Even some companies think reasonable regulation is better than no regulation at all, 
reasoning that if regulations are too lax, something bad could happen.
 
To top it all off, global warming has been taken off the list of threats to U.S. security (while 
still recognizing the importance of environmental stewardship), even though as far back as 
George W. Bush's presidency in 2003, the Department of Defense noted that abrupt 
climate change threatened disruption and conflicts, refugee crises, border tension and 
more military conflicts, and the 2015 national-defense strategy statement under Obama's 
administration identified climate change as already contributing to "'increased natural 
disasters, refugee flow and conflicts over basic resources like food and water." And early 
this year, Secretary of Defense James Mattis said that climate change is eroding stability 
in parts of the world where American troops are operating. 

According to Geoffrey Dabelko, director of environmental studies at Ohio University, 
"Proscribing more fossil fuels rather than seeing that as a fundamental source of 
vulnerability that undercuts resilience--that is definitely a departure in some ways and 
turning the argument on its head." According to Roslina Bierbaum, a University of 
Michigan environmental policy scientist, the Trump administration's response to global 
warming is akin to putting our head in the sand. She stresses that climate change is 
"absolutely a security threat, posing risks to U.S. costal infrastructure, expanding the 
ranges of pests and pathogens, and fueling more powerful storms and wildfires." The 
consensus about the importance of climate change to national security has been years in 
the making, including studies by the Defense Department.
 
Regulations constitute learning from past mistakes to protect people's health and the 
health of the planet--and we do ignore that at our peril.

Sources: Akron Beacon Journal, December 12, 13, 18, 29, and 30, 2017; Akron Beacon 
Journal, January 5, 2018; Record-Courier, December 16, 2017; New York Times, 
December 10, 2017; thinkprogress.org, January 4, 2018.

--Lorraine McCarty
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�    The Environment in the News

Feds Order Rover Pipeline Drilling to Cease
Akron Beacon Journal - January 25, 2018

At the Ohio Environment Protection Agency's request, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) ordered the Rover Pipeline to stop boring under the Tuscarawas 
River. The pipeline company is required to answer questions about the ongoing loss of 
drilling fluid that they so far have been unable to stop during the construction and to 
provide details on how they will address further fluid loss. The company also needs to 
study the possibility of crossing the river in a different location and using a different 
method. The current design calls for twin 42-inch mainlines thorough Stark, Carol, 
Tuscarawas and Wayne counties. One pipeline has been finished and is carrying natural 
gas. FERC is asking the company to study what would happen to pressure in this pipe if 
the second pipe is not finished or was connected in a different manner.

2017 Shatters Records with $306 Billion in Damages from Climate-Linked Disasters
Huffington Post - January 8, 2018

The year 2017 was the third-hottest on record and the costliest for natural disasters. 
Sixteen major climate- and weather-related catastrophes included the worst wildfire and 
hurricane seasons in modern history, with at least 362 deaths and $306 billion in 
damages, shattering the previous record of $215 billion set in 2005.

Even the Oceans Can Be Used Up
Akron Beacon Journal - Editorial Page, January 14, 2018

The move to open up coastal drilling is shortsighted. We need the oceans for food security 
and jobs, but we also need to preserve them for our future security. We are killing the fish 
faster than the fish can have babies, so that 32% of fish populations are overfished and 
58% are fished to their maximum. Warming and acidifying waters are killing or coral reefs, 
and they are slated to collapse by 2050, even with some reefs protected. Scientists tell us 
that to create a sustainable ocean, we need to completely protect 30% of it. The United 
States protects only 13.5%, and this will soon diminish by a lot if President Donald Trump's 
plans come to fruition. In prior years, both Republican and Democratic administrations 
have slowly expanded protected areas in the oceans. America has a great deal of ocean. 
"We should be restoring and conserve marine resources . . . so we can have our fish and 
eat it too."

Ohio River Study to Predict Toxic Algae
Akron Beacon Journal - January 15, 2018

A network of satellites, underwater robots and scientific tools are watching for toxic algae, 
but there is still a lot of mystery about where and when the toxic blooms will show up. 
Researchers at Ohio State University are trying to determine the waterways most at risk 
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and when a crisis could be on the way, so they develop a strategy to prevent the blooms. 
Another project uses a series of sensors installed along the Ohio River that scientists hope 
will be able to signal an upcoming algae problem. Outbreaks of toxic blooms are less 
predictable on rivers and lakes--the water bodies that cities rely on for drinking water and 
recreation. All of this is like developing a treatment plan for the watershed.

Mudslide Death Toll Now 20
Akron Beacon Journal - January 15, 2018 and Reuters - January 12, 2018

More survivors could still be located, but it remains less likely with every hour that passes. 
Four persons are still missing. The disaster was a result of heavy rains that soaked the 
area where vegetation was destroyed by the largest wildfire in California history. The 
hillsides in Monticito, east of Santa Barbara, gave way, and the mud, water, uprooted trees 
and boulders quickly slid onto the valley below. The destruction covered 30 square miles 
and killed victims from ages 3 to 89. Residents were ordered to leave their homes for a 
week to two weeks, and parts of Highway 101 were closed.

Regulators Reject Energy Secretary Rick Perry's Plan to Subsidize Coal and Nuclear 
Plants
CNBC - January 8, 2018 and vox.com - December 9, 2017

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission rejected the proposal put forward by Energy 
Secretary Rick Perry to subsidize coal and nuclear power plants in some parts of the 
United States and, in doing so, held true to its mission to support competitive power 
markets. The commission ruled that the Energy Department failed to demonstrate that 
current power prices were unreasonable, discriminatory or preferential, so there was no 
justification for these measures. The commission, however, did keep the issue alive by 
requiring the companies that operate regional grids and power markets to submit reports 
within 60 days on grid-resilience issues in their area. This was a setback for President 
Donald Trump's agenda to support coal companies.

Road Salt Changing Composition of Water
Record-Courier - January 9, 2018

A recent study of rivers nationwide found that "37% of all U.S. river systems have greater 
salinity and 90% have seen a decrease in acidity, compared with a century ago. . . . Road 
salt, sewage, irrigation runoff, and briny water from fossil-fuel production and mining all 
change the chemical composition of soils, dislodging the calcium, potassium, and 
magnesium that are supposed to be there, and replacing them with sodium, which isn't." 
The rain washes these minerals into rivers and out to sea. The process occurs more easily 
in cities, where the surfaces are more conducive to leaching chemicals into the runoff. In 
the winter months, road-salt runoff gets added to the mixture. Also, iron and manganese 
leach from pipes. Manganese is a potential neurotoxin that has been linked to Parkinson's 
disease and impaired child neurological development. Industrial pollution also has 
increased the amount and types of acid rain that fall each year. The Clean Air Act has 
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helped to curtail pollution, but plenty of acid is still hitting the pavement, and nature can't 
keep up to heal the environment.

Schools in Ohio Find Lead
Akron Beacon Journal - January 8, 2018
After voluntarily testing school water fountains and faucets in their older buildings, Ohio 
school districts found that 10% of the fixtures had elevated levels of lead in the water. So 
far, they have paid $500,000 for testing and replacing hundreds of fixtures. Most schools 
tested had no fixtures with high levels of lead in the water. About one-third of the 558 
buildings checked have had the fixtures replaced, but about 160 reviews are pending. 
Most school buildings needed to replace just one, two, or three fixtures. The school 
districts decided which buildings to check, so not all older buildings have been evaluated. 
Akron and Springfield were among the school districts where elevated levels lead were 
found in their schools' older water fixtures.
 
Portage Parks Obtains 130 Acres in Streetsboro
Record-Courier - January 7, 2018

The Portage Park District obtained 130 acres of park land along Ravenna Road to serve 
as an ecological buffer against pollution from potential development of the area and to 
protect the Herrick Fen Nature Preserve to the north. The district also plans to make 
improvements such as walking trails, fishing areas and possibly a handicapped-accessible 
trail. Until then, the area will remain closed except for several guided hikes to help with 
planning for the area. The land was acquired from The Gressard family and includes a 31-
acre spring-fed lake. The district also will manage a 59-acre portion of Beck Fen, acquired 
from the Western Reserve Land Conservancy. This land is mostly wetlands, so it will not 
be open to the public except for research or education. The main goal is long-term 
protection. The district is considering the possibility of linking many park properties to 
make a natural corridor of green space that can maintain unbroken wildlife territories.

Clean Energy Standards Deliver
Akron Beacon Journal - Our Opinion - January 6, 2018

The Ohio House has passed legislation to lower the state's energy-efficiency standards 
from 22% to 17% by 2027 and renewable energy standards of 22% by 2026 would be 
made optional. The senate has not yet acted, but Senate President Larry Obhoff says that 
members will do so by the end of the month. Gov. John Kasich rightly sees the value of 
the standards and vetoed a measure to roll them back in 2016. Thirty states have enacted 
similar standards, and research shows that these standards have been successful and 
outweigh any costs. Continuing the current standards would cost $31 billion and would 
have benefits of
at least $85 billion--in improved air quality, reduced carbon emissions, an expanded clean-
energy economy, and growth in jobs. Ohio should hold to these standards or make them 
stronger--not weaken them. (KEC Editor's Note: Contact your senators to let them 
know what you think about holding to the current standards.)
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Military Turns to Oyster Reefs to Protect against Storms
Record-Courier - December 27, 2017 and Akron Beacon Journal - December 27, 2017

As a result of millions of dollars in damage from Superstorm Sandy, the U.S. military has 
dispatched enlisted personnel to establish oyster reefs at off-base costal sites to help 
protect naval stations. This method is being used in hundreds of places across the United 
States and around the world, and a bill in Congress would allocate $100 million more over 
five years to build oyster reefs as a storm-protection measure. These "living shorelines" 
help clean the water and serve as a "speed bump" for the water. When oysters are planted 
in polluted waterways, shellfish harvesting is prohibited; however, officials are concerned 
that poachers would harvest them and sicken unsuspecting customers.

Ohio EPA Increases Loans for Projects by 24 Percent
Akron Beacon Journal - December 28, 2017
The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency granted $936.5 million in low- or no-interest 
loans in 2017 to improve the quality of Ohio rivers, lakes and other bodies of water, setting 
a record at 25% more than in 2016. The grants also saved taxpayers $150 million in 
interest. Craig Butler, OEPA director, cited the investments being possible because of 
careful management and the collaboration with state and local governments. Northeast 
Ohio communities and health departments won more than $367.5 million for 58 different 
projects, including those in Akron, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, and 
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Medina, Summit, Lake and Lorain counties. 

U.S. Judge Dismisses Lawsuit Seeking to Halt Gas Pipeline
Akron Beacon Journal - December 20, 2017

Federal District Judge John Adams in Akron dismissed a lawsuit filed by 60 Ohio property 
owners to stop construction of the NEXUS pipeline, saying that the Ohio courts lack the 
jurisdiction to consider the challenge. The attorney representing the property owners did 
not comment immediately.

Ohio Nominee for EPA Job Withdraws
Akron Beacon Journal - December 18, 2017

Michael Dourson, a former University of Cincinnati professor, withdrew his nomination to 
head the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's chemical safety and pollution prevention 
office when both Republican and Democratic senators expressed concern that he was too 
close to the industries he would be required to regulate, making his final approval by the 
full Senate unlikely. 

Ash Falls Like Snow as Wildfire Ravages California
Akron Beacon Journal - December 12, 2017

Tens of thousands people in California, including many movie stars, have fled their homes 
because flames threatened the structures as wind-flamed wildfires spread throughout the 
region. Acrid smoke was thick and falling like snow. People were left gasping for air as 
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respiratory alerts were issued, warning people to stay indoors. The blaze has consumed 
750 homes and burned 360 square miles of dry brush and tinder.

'Unicorns of the Sea' Find Changing World
Akron Beacon Journal - December 10, 2017

Narwhals (a beluga whale relative) spend life in the Arctic year round and do not migrate 
to warmer water. Now that climate change is leading to Arctic ice loss, the waters will be 
more open for hunting, shipping and oil exploration. Researchers are worried that 
narwhals will not be able to handle the increased human contacts. The narwals' response 
to encounters with fishing nets is to drop their heartbeat from 60 beats per minute to 3 or 4 
beats per minute while swimming at 36.6 strokes per minute (double their usual rate) after 
they have escaped the nets. This extreme response is not normal for narwhals. To escape 
a typical predator, the animals usually sink to the depths beneath the ice or move to 
shallow waters out of reach. Researchers are worried the narwhals are pushing their 
biology too far and are vulnerable to human disturbances.

The Big Melt: Climate Change in the Alps
Time - December 11, 2017

From 1960 to 2017, the snow season has shortened by 38 days. It now starts 12 days 
later and ends 26 days earlier than normal. The snow cover in the southern French Alps is 
just 20% of its typical depth, and the snow lines where it is cold enough for snow to stick 
are changing. As a result, the snow is quickly vanishing. Ski slopes are dotted with 
snowmaking machines, and dump trucks can be seen depositing the know on trails 
bordering barren hillsides. The dream of skiing in Alpine snow is going away.

Offshore Wind Farm Scrapped
Akron Beacon Journal - December 2, 2017

Cape Wind Associates announced that it stopped operations and surrendered its lease of 
46 acres in Nantucket Sound for a proposed offshore wind farm. Proposed 16 years ago, 
this project would have been the first offshore wind farm in the United States. The plans 
were stalled by major setbacks, including termination of critical agreements with utility 
companies in 2015.

Super-Sustainable Crops
Time - November 27-December 4, 2017

Farming in the future may include growing oysters, mussels, clams and seaweed on ropes 
anchored to the ocean floor as GreenWave, a Connecticut nonprofit, has been doing. 
Because land farming is responsible for a growing part of greenhouse gas emissions and 
as oceans get overfished, humans will need to develop alternative ways to feed the 
population. GreenWave helped fishermen establish 14 farms along New England's coast 
and now plans to expand to California, the Pacific Northwest and Europe.

�14



Tesla to Build Big Trucks
Akron Beacon Journal - November 17, 2017

Tesla unveiled a new electric semi-tractor trailer that will travel 500 miles on one electric 
charge, even with a full 50,000-pound load. Production will not begin until 2019. Tesla says 
that it will cost less than a diesel semi when fuel savings, lower maintenance costs and 
other factors are considered. The new vehicle will contain Tesla's autopilot system. Tesla 
has plans for a worldwide network of solar-powered mega chargers that can charge the 
battery for 400 miles in just a half hour. The company, however, will have competition from 
Daimler AG, which unveiled its own semi last month. While demand for electric trucks is 
growing as emissions requirements tighten, much of the growth is expected to be for 
smaller trucks such as garbage trucks or delivery vans that have lower-mileage-range 
requirements and can operate with less expensive batteries than long-haul trucks.
 
--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty

!     KEC Membership 

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If 
you are already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before 
the expiration date for your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC. We 
need your support to do our work.  

Just send in your name, address, phone, email address and your check made payable to:  
Kent Environmental Council  

and mail to:    KEC, P.O. Box 395,Kent, OH 44240.  

To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership. 

Membership levels are $45, Sustaining; $35, Family; $25, Individual; $15, Golden Buckeye; $10, 
Student; $500, Lifetime; and $200, Organization.  KEC dues are not tax deductible because the 
organization has a 501(c)(4) status. 

View our Website at www.kentenvironment.org 

Communicate with us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironmen 

Come for an informal breakfast discussion of environmental issues at Little City Grill  
every Friday at 8 a.m. No reservations necessary..  
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