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Welcome to the July 2017 issue of the Kent Environmental Council newsletter. The focus for KEC in 
2017 is making connections. 
  
         

!  KEC Presents Climate Change Position to Kent City Council 

Lorraine McCarty presented the following KEC position on climate change to Kent City Council on 
June 21. City council voted to have further discussions on the matter and referred to committee. 

  

While there have been support and objections reported about leaving the 
Paris Accord, we at KEC feel that continuing the tenets of the Accord is 
critical. We have already seen dangerously elevated temperatures, rising sea 
levels, extreme precipitation, severe droughts and other destructive weather 
patterns--these will only get worse. Here in Ohio, there are indications of 
shifts in our flora, fauna, crops, and insect populations. Despite what climate 
deniers say, 95% of all environmental scientists agree that these climate 
changes have been scientifically proved to be manmade--thru ice core 

samples, tree ring data and carbon dating tests and other scientific tests. We have only one planet and 
need to protect it for ourselves and for future generations. 
  
Certain aspects of the decision to withdraw from the Paris Climate accord are effective immediately but 
full withdrawal cannot occur until November 4, 2020, one day after our next presidential election.   
 

In the wake of this withdrawal, leaders across the 
U.S. have pledged to boost their climate efforts. 
Immediately, a group which includes 30 mayors, 
three governors, 80 university presidents and 
over 100 businesses, was put together by Michael 
Bloomberg, envoy to the climate change 
agreement. They began negotiating with the 



United Nations to accept its emissions reduction plan. There is currently no mechanism to do this other 
than reporting how they are hitting their targets as part of the US figures. They and many more have 
vowed to follow the Paris policies in spite of the withdrawal. Hundreds of mayors have vowed to honor 
the climate commitments, and a growing number of states have indicated the same. (The most current 
count I saw was 22 states DC and Puerto Rico signed on one way or another). An alliance between 
California, Washington, New York, and nine other states quickly vowed to drop emissions by 26-28 
percent from 2005 levels. Those states represent some of the largest US economies, and a considerable 
portion of the overall emissions. Many big companies are already spending billions to cut down on their 
emissions and this withdrawal will probably not stop these plans. 

Hawaii has become the first state to actually vote to commit to the climate change agreement. Two 
Hawaii bills codify the state legislature's commitment to the Paris Climate Accord, and further commits 
Hawaii to reduce emissions by publishing greenhouse gas contribution levels every five year to promote 
"environmental integrity." As a state composed of low lying islands, Hawaii is particularly vulnerable to 
climate changes and rising sea levels. The state hopes to protect forests, wetlands, corals, and nature 
preserves while providing incentives for companies to become carbon-neutral. The legislation also 
created a Carbon Farming Task Force to support the development of sustainable agriculture practices in 
Hawaii. 

!  
  
Closer to home, Ohio Representative Tim Ryan tweeted that "Clean energy jobs are booming. 
#ParisAgreement would have allowed leverage to drive these jobs to places that need them--like 
Youngstown." It is important to note that renewable energy is already creating jobs 12 times faster than 
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the rest of the economy--at a rate of 20% a year--which does not seem to be the bad investment 
President Trump claims it is. 

Even closer to home, Akron's Mayor Dan Horrigan signed an executive order on June 12, 2017, 
pledging to abide by the international agreement. He called on all employees and city contractors to be 
more environmentally aware and to take action to reduce greenhouse gases. He directed them to 
"consider environmental impacts when implementing policies, proposing new legislation, awarding 
contracts and making decisions that affect the city, its neighborhoods and its citizens." 
 
The Kent Environmental Council believes that this is what our community 
needs to do as well and we are hoping that something similar can be enacted 
in Kent. To try to kick this problem down the road instead of addressing it 
now is foolish. We need to promote energy conservation and the use of clean 
energy sources in all the ways that we can. If all our officials take climate 
change into consideration in all their decisions, I am sure that we can make 
our contribution to address this worldwide crisis. This might include  
negotiating contracts with local utilities to supply us with greater amounts of 
renewable energy, retrofitting older city buildings with solar panels, making 
sure supply chains are climate-friendly, assuring that we continue to be a Tree 
City, providing incentives to area manufacturers to operate in environmentally conscious and protective 
ways, purchasing a natural gas fueled vehicle (which one council person suggested the last time I 
presented on carbon emissions here at council), etc. Members of KEC are willing to meet with council 
members to learn your thoughts on this, to have further discussions, to work with you, and help the city 
explore our climate future.   

--Lorraine McCarty 

 !   2017 Edith Chase Symposium: A Focus on Water Quality & Watershed 
Protection 

The 2017 Edith Chase Symposium on June 2 and 3 offered several opportunities to learn how to 
improve water quality with simple land-use strategies. The two-day event began with a Friday afternoon 
poetry reading followed in the evening with a presentation about the Chagrin River Watershed Project. 
The event concluded on Saturday with a tour of the Plum Creek Watershed restoration project. 
  
Poetry Reading 

About 50 people attended a Friday afternoon poetry 
reading at the Wick Poetry Center's Poetry Park. It was a 
beautiful day to sit outside and hear the "river of words" 
about rivers and nature. The 19 poems from 14 poets 
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were accompanied by a harmonica, a banjo and a harmonium (the latter 
played by Margot Milcetich, who also read a poem for an author unable to 
come). Click here to read all of the poems presented.    
                                                                     
Presentation on Watershed Restoration 

Christina Znidarsic,senior watershed manager 
with the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, 
presented a talk on "Restoration through 
Vegetation." The following is a summary of her 
remarks: 
  
Rain or snow falling on landscapes does not flow 
to a treatment facility. It flows through many miles of 
acreage and backyard streams and then eventually into 
rivers and lakes. The word riparian refers to wetlands 
adjacent to rivers and streams. If the riparian acreage within urban 
watersheds is not properly maintained, the riparian area cannot provide the 

flood- and erosion-control or the water-quality protection that can be critical to 
storm-water infrastructure and the maintenance of property values. Prevention 

of problems is much less costly than building grey(cement) infrastructure and is more effective than 
trying to fix problems that can occur--not only in your community but also in communities downstream. 

Riparian and wetland setbacks on steam corridors are zoning tools that help protect property and limit 
infrastructure costs. When zoning is put into place, it does not apply to existing structures and uses. 
Variances to build on a setback are available through local zoning codes. Eighteen municipalities in the 
Chagrin watershed and 80 others in Ohio have setback codes. Riparian setbacks are a local function.  

!  

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and local soil and water 
conservation districts are not responsible for maintaining local riparian functions, although they do 

�4

Christine Znidarsic 

Bob Wilson

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=r5fp479ab.0.0.xux9ssjab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F79e5d256201%2Ff0a28fdc-ca1d-41f5-936e-ca5ce0e29ba4.pdf


monitor them. With zoning codes in effect, developers know 
what to expect, and communication begins when planning 
gets under way. The goal is to provide the best, most 
sustainable solution for the community. Consistent, 
scientifically reasonable enforcement has set a good 
precedent. 

Znidarsic gave several examples of riparian wetland planning 
through the use of zoning codes where new subdivisions or 
other projects were granted variances, sometimes with 
modifications that helped to maintain compliance with state standards while enabling the developers' 
projects to proceed. Znidarsic said she meets with the developer, reviews the plans and clarifies the 
codes that pertain to storm-water intake controls, stage/utility line placement, lot clearing, drainage and 

more. Modifications have included actions such as moving a parking 
lot and a drainage basin to maintain a wetland buffer, maintaining 
more natural areas within individual lots, revegetating with native 
plants with deeper roots instead of turf grass, using signage to stress 
the importance of not disturbing the area, reducing overall impervious 
cover, and monitoring and controlling invasive species. 

She also talked about cold-water streams 
where the water comes from underground, 

noting that it is not possible to relocate these streams to another area for a 
development. If vegetation is removed, the water temperature rises, and 
cold-water species cannot be maintained. Over time, however, such streams 
can be restored to the original cold-water 

environment. Restoration involves removing barriers and embankments, 
laying sticks in the mud and planting between them. Znidarsic gave examples of streams that required 
massive restoration and needed 2,000 to 3,000 native plants and shrubs to complete the project.  

Znidarsic then offered some tips for homeowners who want to help maintain riparian areas: 
 • Plant and conserve trees. 
 • Install rain gardens and rain barrels. 
 • Use native plants. (Native Ohio plants, Znidarsic notes, are beneficial because the roots go down 

to 8 feet to 15 feet to stabilize the soil, as opposed to turf grass, which goes down about 4 inches. 
Native plants include cardinal flowers, wild bergamot, bee balm, purple coneflower and New 
England asters.) 

 • Remove invasive species. (They get into natural areas and out-compete native plants, decrease 
food and habitat for native wildlife, and destroy natural wild areas. The top 10 invasive species 
in Ohio are glossy buckthorn, common buckthorn, Asiatic honeysuckle, multiflora rose, garlic 
mustard, purple loosestrife, reed canary grass, reed grass (phragmites), Japanese knotweed and 
autumn-olive.) 
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If you are thinking about planting along the side of stream, Znidarsic offers the following advice: 
 • Do not plant turf to the edge of the stream. 
 • Plant trees, shrubs and deep-rooted grasses. 
 • Maintain the area in as natural a state as possible. 
 • Some good trees to plant are sycamore, river birch, red maple, pin oak, swamp oak and black 

gum. 
 • Some good shrubs to plant are native dogwoods, buttonbush, spicebush, pussy willow, 

winterberry and sumac. 
The Chagrin River Watershed Project has a list of plants suitable for streambanks. To view the list, go to 
www.crwp.org/index.php/homeowners/backyard-streams. 

For more information about the Chagrin River Watershed Project, go to www.crwp.org/index, or contact 
Znidaraic by email at cznidarsic@crwp.org or by phone at 440-975-3870. 

Tour of Plum Creek Water Restoration 

Symposium activities concluded Saturday with a tour of the 
Plum Creek Watershed restoration, which was led by Ken 
Christensen of Davey Resource Group in Kent. It was quite 
interesting to learn how the restoration was done. Not only 
the river was restored; a small pond and the land surrounding 
it were restored with appropriate plants, including bald 
cypress, northern bayberry, 

silver maple, buttonbush and pussy willow. Everyone who 
attended received native seed packets to take home for their 
own landscapes thanks to donations from the city of Kent, 

the Kent Garden Club and the Portage County Master Gardeners. The Saturday event was hosted by the 
Kent Parks and Recreation Department and organized by the Portage County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

--Lorraine McCarty 

!  Problems with Pipelines, Fracking and Oil and Gas industry 

Cheryl Johncox from the Sierra Club National spoke at the 
Portage Trail Sierra Club meeting on March 21 about 
pipelines, fracking and the oil and gas industry. She has been 
working against fracking for five years and is the "dirty fuels 
organizer" for Ohio and Pennsylvania. West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania are the most-fracked communities on the East 
Coast. That activity causes problems for urban areas and 
threatens wild lands. Dirty fuels need to stay underground. 
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The National Pipeline Mapping System correlates existing pipelines with an 
oil and gas threat map (oilandgasthreatmap.com). Earthworks and 
fracktracker are other excellent tools for information about fracking. People 
within one-half mile of gas facilities-including pipelines, gas wells and 
processing plants-are at increased risk from exposure to airborne toxins. All 
of Carroll County, for example, exceeds the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency's risk for cancer exposure. Ohio state has 3.1 million people in the 
threat range, including schools, nursing homes, rehabilitation centers and 
hospitals. The oil and gas threat map overlays health data onto oil and gas 
facilities. Stow-Monroe Falls High School located near Fishcreek Road is 
within the threat radius because of a well in Norton. Compressor stations emit 
hydrocarbons that can be seen in infrared photography. Water backflow from 
gas wells produces massive amounts of pollution. Stark County has the 
second highest threat impact in the state. As many as 329,000 people are in 
harm's way.

Methane is 87% more potent than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. Oil and gas are the largest 
producers of methane. Agriculture is second. Methane leaks can be fixed, though prevention is better. 
Today, methane leaks equal the pollution of 200 coal plants. There is a huge methane cloud over Four 
Corners region of the United States (southwestern corner of Colorado, southeastern corner of Utah, 
northeastern corner of Arizona, and northwestern corner of New Mexico), with serious health impacts. 
  
Two pipelines in the Northeast have been stopped at the state level 
by challenging their 401 Clean Water Act certification, which is 
good. Roughly 1,500 comments have been submitted against the 
Nexus pipeline's 401 permit in Ohio, which gives the Sierra Club 
legal standing to sue, if the opportunity becomes available. The 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency has not yet issued a 401 
permit for the Nexus pipeline. The Sierra Club's Ohio and 
Michigan chapters also have intervened at the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission on the Nexus pipeline permit.  

Johncox said that 80% of fossil fuels must be kept in the ground. Wind is the cheapest form of electricity 
right now. Heat pumps emit the least carbon. Many people could find work plugging pipelines and 
waterline leaks. This is the same kind of work done by the construction crews building pipelines. 
  
If you want to help the "water protectors" facing large legal-defense fees they cannot pay, send your 
donation to waterprotectorlegal.org. 

Swanny Vonieda 

!  Bicycle Law Changes 
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The focus of the Kent Environmental Council booth displays for the 
Who's Your Mama, River Day, and Heritage festivals this year was the 
new state law (to read the actual law, click here) that requires motorists to 
give bicycles three feet of clearance. KEC have been giving away free 
signs to those who are interested (thanks to a donation from Bike 
Cleveland). Some people have seen the signs but are not aware about the 
state law. KEC has heard from people who have been injured or who have 
known people who have been injured while riding a bicycle. We also have 
heard from motorists who complain about the way some bicyclists 

conduct themselves. We encourage bicyclists, motorists, and pedestrians to 
be vigilant and respectful of each other. 
  
We have put together the following frequently asked questions (to print the FAQ sheet, click here): 

Kent Environmental Council Bike Safety FAQ 

#1 Rule of Safe Travel for Cyclists, Motorists, and Pedestrians: Respect Each Other and Be Aware 
of Your Surroundings! 

➔  What's this new "3-foot rule" I've heard about? 
Under Ohio's new 3-foot passing law (ORC §4511.27(A)(1) & (2)), a driver of a car passing a cyclist 
riding in the same direction shall pass to the left at a distance of three feet or more, and shall not drive 
again to the right until the driver's vehicle has safely cleared the cyclist. A driver that violates this 
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor unless convicted of one or more "predicate motor vehicle or 
traffic offenses" which include most other traffic offenses. 
  
➔  Can cyclists go through red lights now? 
Generally, "no" running a red light or stop sign on a bike is not permissible. However, if the traffic light 
detector does not detect your bike, you may ride through the intersection on red only after you make a 
complete stop, if you can do so safely and yield to oncoming traffic which has the right of way. You 
better be sure your bike is not detected before entering on red and that it is safe to enter! 
 

➔  What's that new symbol that's shown up on streets around Kent? 
The new "Shared Lane Marking" or "Sharrow" informs cyclists and 
motorists that they are both allowed to use and safely share the marked travel 
lane. 

➔  If I see this marking in a lane, is the lane for bikes only? 
No. This marking is for shared lanes; lanes that are used by both cyclists 

and motorists. This is different than bike lanes which are set aside for bicyclists only and marked by a 
solid white line with a bike and arrow symbol. 
➔  As a cyclist, what should I do in the presence of this symbol? 
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Drive as safely as you normally would, and when driving single file aim to drive through the center of 
the arrow to best stay out of parked cars' door zones. As always, pay attention to surrounding traffic and 
enjoy your ride! 

➔  As a motorist, what should I do in the presence of this symbol?  
Slow down and drive carefully. When the lane is too narrow or too busy for safe side-by-side travel by 
motorists and cyclists, Ohio State law require motorists to slow down and wait to pass safely, or wait 
until the cyclist turns off the roadway. The amount of time saved by zooming past a cyclist is very 
minimal and never worth the possibility of injuring or killing someone. 

➔  I know that cars drive on the right side of the road, and pedestrians walk on the left, but where 
should I ride my bike?  
Cyclists, like motorists, are operating a vehicle; bikes just happen to be non-motorized and slower. With 
this in mind, where do you think you should ride your bike? If you answered on the right, you're right. 
Bikes should ride with the flow of vehicular traffic. This asserts your right to the road as any other 
vehicle, but it also reduces the effective speed of impact if there does happen to be a collision because 
you and the cars are all going in the same direction as each other.  

➔  OK, now that I know to ride on the right, what about sidewalks?  
Streets are the best option for cyclists in most cases, and under Ohio law, bicycles are allowed to use 
virtually all roads other than freeways and limited access highways. Obviously, there are some instances 
where sidewalks make more sense--beginning riders, busy roads, etc. Use your best judgement and 
whether you're in the walkways or the street, pay attention and be mindful of others.   

➔  Kent State has a fabulous fashion school, but what's the trend in bike fashion?  
Bike fashion is based primarily on function, so don't expect stilettoes and muted colors any time soon. 
Instead, aim to be seen. Bikes are cool, and you should rock that healthy transportation glow. Preferably 
in bright colors and breathable fabrics that fit close but don't restrict movement. Your bike's accessories 
are also important, and the hot new trends (a.k.a. "legal requirements") are a white light in the front and 
both a red reflector and a red light in the rear between sunset and sunrise or whenever the weather makes 
lights necessary. Bike bells are helpful, as well and really sound happy when they're rung. 

➔  This is a great start, but what if I want more information? Great! Education is a life-long 
process, and we're still learning, too. If you really want to improve your own bike safety, teach others 
about cycling, or want to better share the road with your cycling friends, here are some options for 
continuing education: 

•  Ohio Bicycle Federation. http://www.ohiobike.org/ 
• Listing of Ohio Bicycle Clubs. https://ohio.bike/ohios-bicycle-clubs-listed/  

• Switching Gears. http://switching-gears.org/ 

• Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study. http://amatsplanning.org/ 

--Lorraine McCarty 
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!  Book Recommendation . . . 

No Is Not Enough: Resisting the New Shock Politics and Winning the World We 
Need 

This latest book by Naomi Klein is her attempt to show how we got to this surreal 
political moment and how we could flip today's shock-and-crises political script to 
arrive at a radically better future. 

--Bill Wilen 
 

!  New Film Recommendation . . . 

'Keep the Hives Alive' 
 

Last June, beekeepers, farmers, farmworkers, scientists and environmentalists came 
together to organize the "Keep the Hives Alive Tour." Along the way, beekeepers, 
farmers, scientists, and community leaders were interviewed about the issue and 
ways we can all work together to save bees. The tour is documented in two films: 
primer and full documentary. The "Keep the Hives Alive" films tell the story of the 
tour, including how beekeepers, farmers and community leaders are coming 
together to help solve the pollinator health crisis.  

--Iris Meltzer 

!  Rover Pipeline Fined, in Trouble 
 
In May, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency issued a $430,000 
fine over water and air pollution against Energy Transfer Partners, which 
is building the Rover pipeline from West Virginia to Michigan, and less 
than a month later raised the fine to $914,000 after finding diesel fuel in 
samples taken from the April spill of 2 million gallons of drilling mud. 
  
The Ohio EPA says that since March, there have been 18 incidents 
involving mud spills from drilling, storm-water pollution and open 

burning. One spill polluted the public water system of a village; 200 gallons were involved in one 
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incident in Harrison County; and the major spill in April released 2 million gallons of bentonite mud into 
a protected wetland area in Stark County. While used in many household products (such as beer, wine 
and soap), bentonite causes substantial harm to wetlands by smothering them, changing the water 
chemistry and putting various species at risk. It may take damaged wetlands decades to recover. 
Wetlands serve an essential role as a natural protection against pollution and flooding. Ohio already has 
lost 90% of its wetlands, so every acre counts. 

 
A company spokesman said that such accidents were not usual 
in drilling operations; however, Ohio EPA Director Craig Butler 
believed that the company was being haphazard and not taking 
Ohio seriously. The Ohio EPA is considering legal options and 
contacted the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which 
gave the company its permit, requesting that the agency look 
into the matter. FERC ordered a halt to new drilling on the 
Rover pipeline and is requiring the company to add 
environmental inspectors and hire an independent contractor to 
evaluate the clean-up work they are doing at the Stark County 

site where bentonite mud spilled on 6.5 acres of protected wetland near the Tuscarawas River. Once the 
company complies, it can seek to resume construction. Some environmentalists have called for a 
complete halt to the project. 

The FERC also ordered the company to monitor groundwater around several sites near the spill, 
including one site where mud spilled into a quarry near a company that supplies drinking water to 
40,000 county residents. FERC also has ordered the company to preserve all records about the mud, 
which the company described as nontoxic in its application. 

Sources: The Plain Dealer, May 10, 2017; Akron Beacon Journal, May 15, 2017; Akron Beacon Journal, June 5, 2017. 

--Lorraine McCarty 
 

!  EPA and Environment Watch 

Since I last wrote to you, there has been some good news to report. In May, the Senate upheld the rule 
on methane drilling and, in early July, a federal appeals court ordered the EPA to end its delay and to 
move ahead with the Obama administration's methane rule requiring oil and gas companies to monitor 
and reduce methane leaks and flares. An estimated $330 million a year in methane is wasted through 
leaks or intentional releases (flared into the atmosphere because it earns less money than oil)--methane 
that would power about 5 million homes a year! The court also said that EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 
did not have legal authority to delay the rule. Pruitt said the industry had not had enough time to 
comment. The EPA can seek to appeal the matter to the Supreme Court. 
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Congress, however, also agreed in May to halt 14 Obama regulations using the 
Congressional Review Act (CRA), which provides a "reset" at the beginning of 
a new presidency that lets lawmakers torpedo the previous president's most 
recent rules using a simple majority. Two regulations related to the environment 
were rescinded: one forcing oil companies to disclose their payments to foreign 
governments and one requiring federal contractors to disclose labor law and 
employment violations when bidding on new or renewed contracts. 

Among the proposals that were not even voted on (because the CRA time ran 
out) was a measure that would have rolled back Energy Department rules to set energy efficiency 
standards for compressors--a little more good news for the environment. 
  
But then there is the news that Pruitt met with the CEO of Dow Chemical Co. shortly before reversing 
the EPA's push to ban chlorpyrifos pesticide from being sprayed on food--even though EPA scientists 
concluded that injecting even minuscule amounts of the chemical interferes with brain development of 
fetuses and infants. 

Also troubling is the announcement that the EPA wants to scrap the Waters of the United States Rule that 
extended the EPA's existing authority to regulate larger bodies of water to smaller waterways and 
wetlands that flow into them. The regulation was hailed by environmentalists when it was put forth in 
2015.  Real estate developers, farmers and ranchers, however, said it infringed on their property rights. 
Pruitt has signed a 42-page proposal to rescind the rule, claiming that it "usurps state authority." 
  
At the state level, Kentucky lawmakers cut back mine safety inspections and replaced half of the six 
required visits with coaching sessions on miners' safety habits. One mother of a dead miner called the 
law "totally wrong." State officials say they aren't easing up on enforcement and that the law puts 
officials into the mines more--and that the law does allow for increased inspections if officials identify a 
problem. The Trump administration has proposed cuts to the Department of Labor, which administers 
the federal mine safety program; the program requires four inspections a year of underground mines. In 
West Virginia, where the fifth mining death of the year was recorded on June 13, there has been a 
backlash against the proposed cutbacks.  

Particularly disturbing is the propensity of agency heads under the Trump administration to use of 
"stealth repeal" to roll back regulations. To repeal a rule, federal agencies must analyze not only the 
evidence that supported the initial rule but also new evidence gathered to support a revised rule. 
Agencies also are required to take public comments. Yes, the procedures are time-consuming, but courts 
have ruled that these procedures must occur before compliance deadlines are suspended because 
postponing deadlines can be similar to repeal.  
  
But this hasn't stopped the Trump administration from trying to sidestep the law. The EPA recently 
delayed compliance deadlines on a rule to restrict power plant discharges of arsenic and mercury in 
wastewater while it "reconsiders" the rule. Without judicial intervention, the EPA could sit on the rule 
indefinitely. The law, however, clearly states that the EPA must ask the public what it thinks. The EPA 
did not do so until the initial three-month time limit imposed by the Clean Air Act was up. So now the 
EPA has reset the two-year delay request and is asking for comments; however, taking comments on 
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whether or not to continue a delay is not the same as taking comments on the initial postponement 
decision. 

The Trump administration has used similar questionable tactics to delay other rules. These include the 
Interior Department's failure to request public input before postponing deadlines, not taking public 
comment at all and not explaining how it was justified in updating chemical accident prevention rules at 
manufacturing plants. California and New Mexico sued the Interior Department for this illegal 
postponement. The Interior Department pulled similar shenanigans when it indefinitely suspended a 
2016 reform that sought to close a loophole to allow the collection of royalties from companies that take 
coal and oil from federal lands--to be split between the federal government and states. The $70 million 
in royalties would have funded schools, roads and municipalities if it had been collected. The EPA, 
however, stepped in and got the litigation postponed on the grounds that the Interior Department is 
considering a repeal of the measure. And again, no public comment. 
  
All this gives me a headache trying to follow what's what and reminds me of a game of three-card 
monte. It makes me wonder what else is going on that we don't even know about. 

Sources: Akron Beacon Journal, May 11 and 12, 2017; Akron Beacon Journal, July 1 and 4, 2017; The Hill, May 2, 2017; 
The Week, July 14, 2017; Record-Courier, June 28, 2017. 

--Lorraine McCarty 

!  Save the Date 

July 26 (Wednesday) 
Event: Switching Gears Conference 
Time: 8:30 a.m. (registration and breakfast); program begins at 9 a.m.; last 
activity begins at 2 p.m. 
Location: Barberton High School 
Description: AMATS will once again host a Switching Gears Conference, this time in Barberton, Ohio. 
AMATS, along with the city of Barberton and the Barberton Community Foundation, will host Jason 
Roberts of Better Block and Charles Marohn of Strong Towns. Barberton Mayor William Judge will 
give an update about recent initiatives in Barberton, followed by presentations from both of speakers. 
Lunch will be catered by White House Chicken, and attendees can choose between an afternoon bike 
ride or guided walk in downtown Barberton. Support Barberton and wear purple! Attendees wearing 
purple will be entered into a drawing for a raffle prize. 
Registration: Required by July 19; $15. 
Contact: Martha Chandler at 330-375-2436 extension 4830 

August 18 (Friday) 
Event: Haymaker Farmer's Market 25th Anniversary Block Party 
Time: 6 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Description:  Celebrate the market's founders and vendors and the community 
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September 30 (Saturday) 
Event: National Lands Day 
Time: Varies by activity (see below) 
Description: Interpretive hikes will take place at three local bogs/fens and there is time between to give 
hikers time to join all three hikes if they so choose. There would be time for lunch between the Kent Bog 
and Herrick Fen tours. 
Activity 1: Adam Wohlever, Ohio Department of Natural Resources district preserve manager, will lead 
hike 1 beginning around 10 a.m. at Triangle Lake Bog, 3612 Sandy Lake Road, Ravenna, Ohio 44266. 
Activity 2: Wohlever also will lead hike 2 beginning around 11:15 a.m. at the Kent Bog, 1028 Meloy 
Road, Kent, Ohio 44240. 
Activity 3: Kenneth Schneider of the Nature Conservancy will lead hike 3 at Herrick Fen around 2 p.m., 
8260 Seasons Road, Streetsboro, Ohio 44241. 

!   The Environment in the News 

Earth's Killer Heat Is Getting Worse 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 20, 2017 
A study published by the University of Hawaii and published in the Nature Climate Change Journal 
says that deadly heat waves are bigger killers than previously thought and that they are going to become 
more frequent. The researchers examined 1,949 deadly heat waves from around the world from 1980 to 
the present and found that nearly one in three people now experience 20 days a year when heat reaches 
deadly levels. They predict that by the end of the century, three in four people will experience such heat 
levels. The American southeast will be among other areas worldwide where these deadly heat days will 
rise and, by the end of the century, the southern United States will have entire summers with lethal heat 
conditions. 

Volvo Will Phase Out Conventional Engines 
Akron Beacon Journal - July 6, 2017 
Volvo will make only electric and hybrid cars and SUVs starting in 2019. Car manufactures have added 
more electric and hybrid cars to meet fuel-economy regulations. While the transition to fully electric 
vehicles will take years, other premium-brand automakers are expected to follow Volvo's example in a 
few years. 

How NW Ohio Farmers Are Trying to Shrink Lake Erie Toxic Algal Blooms 
The Plain Dealer - June 11, 2017 
Many Northwest Ohio farmers are trying new steps to deter algal blooms in Lake Erie. They are using 
innovative farm machinery, enhanced soil conservation, and old-fashioned organic farming methods to 
reduce phosphorous that flows into the Maumee River from their farms. Three demonstration farms are 
sharing successes and failures with local farms and land management agencies. The Ohio Farm Bureau's 
Water Quality Action Plan encourages farmers to voluntarily use the 4 R's: right nutrients, right rate, 
right times of the season, in the right location. One farm purchased a subsurface cultivator that places 
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fertilizer three inches to eight inches below the soil with the help of a computer to determine the exact 
fertilizer needed for each row. The farm has seen healthy returns despite the expense of the machine. 
Another project is running water from the fields through subsurface pipes to a filter medium to remove 
the phosphorous, gather it in collection pipes and then send clean water into a two-stage drainage ditch 
system that uses vegetation to keeps the banks from eroding. Farmers also are using cover crops and no-
till farming, and they are planting flowers to attract bees and other pollinators. Some question whether 
voluntary measure will be enough. 
  
Akron, UA to Team Up on Keeping Water Safe 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 24, 2017 
This collaboration is looking to the Ohio Water Development Authority for $70,000 in matching funds 
to study a process for halting algae growth, such as the blooms that threatened Toledo residents three 
years ago. The goal is to "keep drinking water safe while possibly profiting on discharged chemicals that 
science says may be reusable." They plan to capture and dry the sludge and remove aluminum sulfate or 
alum, which would then be stored in canisters that could be placed in streams and rivers that flow into 
Lake Rockwell. These chemicals act as magnets for the algal-bloom-producing chemical phosphorus 
that is prevalent in the reservoir because of nearby farm fertilizers, septic tanks and wastewater 
discharges. 

State Lawmakers Are Pressed to Ease Turbine Restrictions 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 20, 2017 
Wind energy advocates are pushing hard to revise a 2014 rule that puts limits on wind farms. Sen. Cliff 
Hite, R-Findlay, whose district has several large wind farms, has submitted an amendment to the state 
budget. The amendment would allow more turbines but not as many as previous rules permitted. The 
compromise plan also deals with the setback rules for turbines, reducing the setback from the 1,300 feet 
set in 2014 to 600 feet. Ohio setback rules are one of the most restrictive in the country, and large 
companies say that makes installation economically unfeasible. Ohio has four utility-scale wind farms in 
the northwestern part of the state. Nine other projects have received the approval of state regulators and 
are in different stages of development. Some of these projects can use pre-2014 rules because they were 
approved before the changes. 
(KEC Editor's note: A July 1 posting shows this measure was removed from the budget bill. But it's not 
going away and will be back in some form in the future.) 

Five Charged in Water Case 
Akron Beacon Journal, June 15, 2017 and Record-Courier - June 18, 2017 
The head of Michigan's health department, Nick Lyon, has been charged with involuntary manslaughter 
and misconduct in office for not warning people for nearly a year about Legionnaires' disease, which 
had been linked to the city's lead crisis. An 85-year-old man died of Legionnaires' disease that he 
contracted at a hospital that used Flint's water. Four other people have been charged with lesser crimes 
linked to the Legionnaires' disease. Prosecutors also say that Lyons "intentionally misled and withheld 
information from [Gov. Rick] Snyder about the rash of 90 cases, including 12 deaths, in 2014 and 2015." 
Unlike the 10 officials previously charged in the Flynt lead-contamination case, these men are closer to 
the Michigan governor's circle. A defiant Snyder is keeping Lyons and Chief Medical Executive Eden 
Well on the job and says that they have his "full faith and confidence" and have been instrumental in 
Flint's rehabilitation. Snyder has said that he believes the charges are unproven. Attorney General Bill 

�15



Schuette is continuing his investigation as to who else was involved, even as these five are prosecuted 
under the current charges. 
   
Home Rule in Jeopardy, Again (Commentary) 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 6, 2017 
State Rep. Derek Merrin, R-Toledo, has proposed a late amendment to a massive budget bill that would 
bar cities from protecting children from lead poisoning. Including major changes in a budget bill is a 
practice that has already removed local voices from the regulation of oil and gas drilling and narrowed 
the local role in gun regulation and would do so with lead exposure-without much discussion or debate. 
The Ohio Health Department is not ready for the necessary scrutiny that would be placed on the agency 
by this amendment. Akron and other communities have been active in efforts to limit lead exposure for 
very vulnerable children by making grants to reduce the risk. Prevention, rather than waiting for children 
to have problems, is the ideal solution because even low levels of lead can cause learning, behavioral 
and physical problems that are irreversible. A screening program in the village of Rochester in Lorain 
County led to a 50% decrease in children testing positive for lead poisoning. Toledo recently enacted a 
law requiring several rental properties with one to four units and built before 1978 to pass a lead hazard 
test. Merrin argued that city measures discriminate against some property owners (he is one of them 
himself).    

Water Shortage Warnings 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 7, 2017 
United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres warned that global demand for water will grow 40% 
by 2050 and that chronic or recurrent shortages of clean water will be a reality for 25% of the world's 
population.   He said that 75% of the 192 U.N. members share rivers and lakes with their neighbors. 
"Water, peace, and security are inextricably linked." 

Supporters of National Park Seek to Block Refinery 
Record-Courier - May 28, 2017 
Meridian Energy Group chose western North Dakota to build "the cleanest refinery on the planet." The 
company's oil patch site is near highways, railroads and Theodore Roosevelt National Park--the state's 
top tourist attraction, drawing 760,000 tourists in 2016. Opponents of the refinery are urging state 
official to deny a permit for the 700-acre refinery because of pollution concerns and because putting the 
oil refinery in view of the park would betray the conservation values of the Theodore Roosevelt. 
Supporters of Meridian's Davis refinery are pushing forward and say it will be a model for 
environmentally friendly technology, process up to 55,000 barrels of Bakken crude per day, create 500 
construction jobs and 200 permanent jobs for area residents, and generate millions in property taxes each 
year. 

Planners Reassess Pipeline 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 16, 2017 
TransCanada Corp. is looking at whether oil producers in North Dakota and Montana still want crude 
shipped through the long-delayed Keystone XL pipeline because they now have new options to ship 
their products, including the Dakota Access pipeline. The Keystone pipeline still needs approval of its 
route through Nebraska.  
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Solar Energy: Tesla Rolling Out Roof Tiles 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 1, 2017 
Tesla's photovoltaic-infused roof tiles will finally begin shipping in June 2017. They are designed to 
look like a regular roof, such as slate or terra-cotta tiles. While the tiles look better than regular solar 
panels, they cost $42 per square foot to install, which is much more expensive than a slate roof ($17 per 
square foot) or an asphalt roof ($5 per square foot). 

Local Firm Uses NASA Technology 
The Plain Dealer - March 15, 2017  
SageGuard bought technology from NASA that will allow the company to offer water purification in an 
economical and ecological way. The process uses electricity to make plasma to clean the water, 
eliminating the use of filters and chemicals, a truck to deliver the chemicals, and silos to store them. 
"Plasma is a fourth state of matter more common than the better know gas, liquid, and solid states." 
SageGuard has found a way to use the technology without consuming too much energy or heating the 
water too much, thereby overcoming problems from past experiments. The company has lined up $4 
million in prospective sales for treating industrial wastewater, but it also can purify drinking and 
cooking water. SageGuard is studying other uses, such as milk pasteurization, disinfecting crops, and 
ridding ballast water of invasive species. The company sees water as the biggest problem in the world 
and the biggest opportunity. 

Ohio Education Campaign Urges Safer Bicycling, Walking 
Record-Courier - June 5, 2016 
The Ohio Departments of Health and Transportation joined to launch a new campaign titled Your Move. 
The departments hope to get people to increase their levels of physical activity to cure Ohio's high rates 
of obesity, high blood pressure and diabetes and to exercise safely.   

Coal-Fired Plant Closes 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 1, 2017 
The Brayton Point Power Station, located in Somerset, Massachusetts, near the Rhode Island line, 
ceased operations at the end of May. Federal regulators say this coal-fired plant was one of the heaviest 
polluters in the region. The low price of natural gas led to the decision to close the plant. 
  
U.S. Mayors May Shape National Climate Policy 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 25, 2017 
The U.S. Conferences of Mayors met in Miami Beach and issued a report saying that the vast majority 
of U.S. mayors want to work with the private sector to combat climate change. The mayors are vowing 
to create a new national policy through the accumulation of their individual efforts. Cities have months 
to respond to the group's questionnaire on low-carbon transportation options, renewable energy and 
energy-efficiency programs.  So far, 66 cities from 30 states showed interest in forming partnerships to 
create climate plans. The cities range from 21,000 people in Pleasantville, New Jersey, to New York City 
with 8.5 million people. 
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Environmental Studies Don't Support Trump's 'Cleanest' Claim 
Record Courier - June 4, 2017 
Facts muddy President Donald Trump's claim that the United States is the "cleanest and most 
environmentally friendly country on Earth." Data show that the United States is among the dirtiest 
countries in terms of heat trapping carbon pollution. The United States emits more carbon dioxide than 
any country except China. On any climate-related indicator, the United States does not look good. When 
you look at economics, the United States ranks the 10th highest carbon polluter per gross domestic 
product behind China, India, Russia, Estonia, Poland, South Korea, the Czech Republic, Mexico and 
Turkey. Because carbon dioxide stays in the atmosphere for more than 100 years, scientists say that 
looking at historical emission is important. Since 1870, the United States produced 25% of the world's 
carbon dioxide-twice as much as China-which make the United States the biggest polluter by far. The 
United States is better than most countries when it comes to soot or fine particles (sixth cleanest) but is 
tied with Turkey for being the sixth smoggiest country. The United States leads in helping people fight 
for a clean environment because laws and process allow people to sue to enforce protections and get 
information; however, other countries are ahead of the United States in cleaner energy. Germany is 
fueled fully by renewables.   

Marathon Completes Ohio Pipeline 
Akron Beacon Journal - July 4, 2017 
The 50-mile Marathon pipeline that goes from Wyandot County to Lima became fully operational, 
ending its five-month construction. The pipeline is part of Marathon's investment of $500 million to 
connect four Ohio refineries with other pipelines in the Midwest and Canada. The 12-inch pipe will 
transport liquid condensate and natural gas so the products can be refined into fuel. This connection will 
be good for local companies, help producers get higher prices, and help refineries with better modes of 
transportation. Marathon says that using pipelines to transport these substances is safer, more reliable 
and more efficient that using trucks, railcars and barges as they have done in the past. Before putting the 
pipeline into use, workers x-rayed the weld and tested the line with water to be sure the line was safe. 
Then they ran a "smart tool" through the line to detect any damage to the pipe--which they did not. The 
company also is implementing postinstallation practices, such as monitoring 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. Technicians are able to monitor the pipeline's pressure, temperature and flow rates and respond 
if the leak detection system alerts them to a problem. The company also uses aerial surveillance to 
monitor the pipeline from the sky. 

Nexus Foes Sue to Stop Pipeline 
Akron Beacon Journal - May 15, 2017 
Opponents of the Nexus pipeline filed a federal lawsuit to stop the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission from issuing a certificate of approval for construction. The opponents say that the 
environmental-impact statement submitted last November for the route through Ohio and Michigan is 
not sufficient and asks that Nexus stay off the properties and stop trying to negotiate with the more than 
60 homeowners from Medina, Summit and Lorain counties who filed the suit. 

Nexus Pipeline Revved Up 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 11, 2017 
Company officials overseeing the $2.1 billion Nexus pipeline project still needs to get federal approval 
if they want to have natural gas flowing by the end of the year. Nexus is a 36-inch-diameter interstate 
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natural gas pipeline. It would cross eastern and northern Stark County and the city of Green in Summit 
County and move Utica and Marcellus shale gas to users in Ohio, Michigan, Canada and other 
Midwestern markets. One of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's three members resigned in 
February, and the term of another member ends June 30. The commission is waiting for President 
Donald Trump's two FERC nominees to receive senate approval and feel good about the prospects of 
getting the approval process under way at that time. 

Judge Allows Mine at Sabra Farms 
Record-Courier - May 12, 2017 
Permission for surface mining on a portion of Sabra Farms was granted by the Portage County Common 
Pleas Court, overruling the city of Streetsboro's denial of a conditional zoning permit for the mining 
project. The city is not happy with the ruling and plans to appeal. 

Energy Chief Says Hole Has Been Filled at Nuclear Waste Site 
Record-Courier - May 17, 2017 
A hole on the top of a nuclear-waste storage tunnel in Hanford, Washington, has been plugged with dirt 
and ended the emergency evacuation of the site for some of the facility's 9,000 workers and the 
sheltering in place for others. Energy Secretary Rick Perry says the agency will now identify and 
implement longer-term measures to further reduce the risks. No workers were injured, and no radiation 
leaked. Access to the site of the leak remains restricted. Hanford, located in south-central Washington 
state, made plutonium for decades but has ceased production. Work is now under way to clean up the 
nation's largest collection of radioactive waste.   

Flint Water Lines to be Replaced 
Akron Beacon Journal - March 27, 2017 
Michigan and the city of Flint had to take out 18,000 lead or galvanized steel water lines by 2020 to 
settle lawsuit by residents over lead-contaminated water. State and federal money will cover the costs. 
Seven hundred water lines have already been replaced, and work continues. The deal will lessen the 
uncertainty of other residents about how to pay for their water lines, although some residents still feel 
discouraged by having to wait several years for new pipes. Even residents who get new water lines will 
be urged to continue using a water filter for six months. 

Construction on Brooklyn [OH] Landfill Solar Farm Should Begin in Sept. 
The Plain Dealer - May 6, 2017 
A four-megawatt solar farm is planned for a 35-acre closed Brooklyn, Ohio, landfill--a perfect use for 
such a site. The landfill is capped by a 33-inch-thick barrier of "recompacted" soil and another three 
inches "vegetative cover." Solar panels should begin generating electricity in January, pending approval 
from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. A line extension will let the electricity generated by 
the solar farm to enter the grid, enabling Brooklyn to buy electricity for its city-owned buildings from 
Cleveland Public Power and give residents of Brooklyn who live in the corridor of the extended power 
line the chance to buy their electricity from CPP instead of FirstEnergy. 
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Dam Removal Long Way Off in Gorge Park 
Akron Beacon Journal - June 28, 2017 
The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency announced that demolition of the Gorge Park dam is 
nowhere close to taking place. There is no federal funding approved for the project, and only the first of 
four phases has been completed--a study of the estimated cost ($70 million). Next up is finding money 
for an engineering plan to remove the polluted sediment that has built up for a century behind the dam. 
The Gorge Park dam is now competing with dozens of other communities for a grant that would require 
match money. In phase three, the sediment would be removed; in phase four, the dam would be 
removed. The dam-removal project cannot move forward until adequate funding is received. No one has 
seen the actual Cuyahoga Falls since 1911. 

Port of Cleveland Machine Reduces Need for Dredging 
The Plain Dealer - May 21, 2017 
The containment dykes for contaminated dredging sediment from the Cuyahoga River will now be 
cleaned with a new machine called a bed-load interceptor that will capture the sediment, pull the 
contaminants out of it, and create clean sand and fine gravel that can be sold for other uses such as 
composting, construction landscaping and road fill. Use of the new machine means that fewer 
contaminants will be piled up and the life of the existing containment dikes can be extended for 30 
years. The machine is working so well that Streamside, the company handling the sediment project, is 
buying a second machine (for use in another part of the Cuyahoga River or in another river) and is 
marketing itself as the go-to company for sediment solutions. The company also is using smaller 
versions of the bed-load interceptor to clean streams and rivers throughout North America. 

--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty   
 

!      KEC Membership 

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you are 
already a member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expiration date for 
your dues. Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC. We need your support to do our work.  

Just send in your name, address, phone, email address and your check made payable to:  
Kent Environmental Council  
and mail to:    KEC, P.O. Box 395,Kent, OH 44240.  

To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership. 
 Membership levels are $45, Sustaining; $35, Family; $25, Individual; $15, Golden Buckeye; $10, Student; $500, 
Lifetime; and $200, Organization.  KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) 
status. 

View our Website at www.kentenvironment.org 

Communicate with us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironmen 

Come for an informal breakfast discussion of environmental issues at Little City Grill  
every Friday at 8 a.m. No reservations necessary..  
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